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WDFW Enforcement Program Advisory Committee 

November 3
rd

, 2012 

1000-1500 

Dept. of Natural Resources, Ellensburg, WA 

 

Members in Attendance: 

John Suessman, Chair Dave Ruffin, Vice Chair 

Don Gulliford Robin Hickok 

Bob Holtfreter Ed Scullywest 

Dave Ruffin Jay Webster 

Dean Byus  

WDFW Staff: 

Bruce Bjork, Chief Chris Anderson, Captain, Region 2 

Rich Mann, Captain, Region 3 Sean Carrell, Prob. Wildlife Coord. 

Members Absent: 

Andrew Hamilton David Robinson 

Lyle Cabe Tony Messineo 

Ed Owens Kelly Riordan 

 

Chief Bruce Bjork convened meeting at 1000  
     

 

February 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes Reviewed and Approved 

 

 

Introductions:  Chief Bruce Bjork asked the chair if he could ask the group a question.   

Chief Bjork asked the following.  1.) What have you done for the agency over the years 

or what have you done for the agency since the last meeting.  Chair Suessman asked if 

Don Gulliford would like to go first.  Gulliford met one of our agents on opening 

weekend and asked whether the officer had any issues he would like discussed.  Ed 

Scullywest was out recreating and had some cameras when he was confronted by a 

couple officers.  Vice Chair Dave Ruffin worked the rifle opener with Captain Chris 

Anderson over the last few years.  Vice Chair Ruffin advised that one problem that he 

had seen that needs to be dealt with is the duplicate tags issue.  The number of duplicate 

tags is out of control and there are too many being issued.  There is a way to check.  

Captain Chris Anderson advised that one of his officers ran into a hunter with a permit 

from western Washington that had a duplicate tag violation.  Captain Anderson suggested 

that maybe a duplicate tag can be issued within the first two years.  Increase the price for 

the duplicate tag as well.  Chief Bjork advised that those tags are issued through the 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/enforcement/advisory_group/advisory_feb11_2012meeting.pdf
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system.  Bob Holtfreter asked if the group could get a printout of the last few years to 

review this information and check with other states policies.  Scullywest advised to make 

a second tag option and inflate the second tag price.  Eliminate the effort to garner a 

second tag.  Dean Byus mentioned that when he used to hunt, this appeared to be rampant 

as well.  Captain Anderson advised that tags now have the names of the individuals on 

the tags.  Captain Rich Mann advised that if caught in the field, it’s a violation.  Byus 

advised that he had one point of contact out on the San Juans this year when contacted by 

WDFW Enforcement.  Jay Webster has done several ride alongs and helped assist on a 

case involving sheds.  Sheds were taken in the National Park.  Webster also helped score 

individual antlers.  Webster asked if they were sold and for how much.  Chief Bjork 

advised that they were auctioned off for $23K.  Holtfreter advised that he has been 

working with Anthony Novack regarding the master hunter violations looking at hunter 

orange and shooting hours.  Oregon is making mandatory hunter orange for folks under 

the age of 18.  Holtfreter advised that he would like to look at the duplicate tag 

information.  Captain Mann explained to Bob to work with Sergeant Carl Klein in Hunter 

Education.  Sergeant Klein may have connections nationwide on hunter education rules 

and policies.  Robin Hickok will be working with local biologist planting bushes for the 

new waterway for the next four days.  Robin Hickok has never seen an officer while 

hunting, but on fishing they are a little more visible.   

 

Motion was made to approve the minutes.  Minutes approved.  Chair Suessman asked if 

there were any new additions to the agenda.  No new items.   

             

New Business  
 

Legislation: Chief Bjork advised that there are four agency request legislative bills.  

Since WDFW is not a cabinet agency, WDFW does not have to report to the Governor’s 

Office.  WDFW does anyway, which also gives opportunity to help support.  The first bill 

is the wolf conflict bill which creates a new wolf background plate.  Sales from the plate 

would be about $100K a year.  Money would be used for wolf management with an 

emphasis on non-lethal strategies.  The bill would also authorize $50K for livestock loss 

and adds grey wolf to legal classification of big game species.  Chief Bjork advised that 

WDFW will not delist wolves until they have enough pairs documented.  Additionally, 

the bill also adds a criminal wildlife penalty for illegally taking a wolf.  Criminal wildlife 

penalties go into the reward account for rewards and other items like the tip trailer.   

Second proposal would increase the price of specialized license plate from $42 to $52; 

earmarked a citizen science coordinator for the agency and biologists.  Webster asked if 

the license plate sales go towards mitigating wolves vs. livestock conflicts and not 

relocation.  Chief Bjork advised that is correct.  The next agency request legislation is 

hunter education which will be very controversial.  First, the bill would require all 

students to be at least 8 years of age before taking hunter education.  Fee would be $100 

for hunter education class, just like the online class.  Re-institutes a prior department of 

game law that if you are under the age of 14 and hunting, you must have an adult (18 

years of age minimum) accompany you while hunting.  Chief Bjork advised that the bill 

would require hunter orange for anyone while in the field hunting or recreating.  

Scullywest asked if someone wants to go shoot a grouse, is there an exception for folks 
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hunting on your own property?  Chief Bjork advised that this was added to the next 

version to include language.  Holtfreter advised that some of these parents are having 

their kids go through just so they can get an additional opportunity.  The last part of the 

bill deals with an individual not current on support payments, then that individual cannot 

purchase a license.  If an individual is suspended and goes out and hunts and fishes and is 

caught, the first time they violate is two year suspension.  If they violate a second time, it 

is a four year suspension.  Byus asked if that would apply to a commercial license too.  

Chief Bjork advised that it is any license.  Byus advised that if you suspended a 

commercial fisherman you also suspend his ability to make money and pay support 

payments.  Hickock asked is there a way to flag that in the system.  Chief Bjork advised 

that there is and connectivity with DSHS.  Chair Suessman read the letter from Agenda 

Item #8.  Motion was moved to support this amendment as the Enforcement Advisory 

Committee.  Scullywest asked if we need to have a letter.  Chief Bjork advised that no 

letter is necessary.  Chair Suessman asked the group for approval of the hunter education 

bill.  A motion was moved to approve the hunter education bill as discussed by Chief 

Bjork.  The motion was passed to approve the hunter education bill.  Chief Bjork advised 

that there were a few more quick bills to add to the discussion.  The first bill is on RCW 

77.15.160 which allows the commission to make fish and wildlife crimes into infractions 

and decriminalize some of the codes.  Officers and prosecutors thought “unlawfully” 

should be added in some of the language of the bill.  Chief Bjork advised that he is a bit 

hesitant opening up the title as legislators like to make changes.  Edits cleaned up 

wastage and also added “wild birds” to the trapping regulations.  Holtfreter asked if game 

birds are included in wastage.  Webster said no, but it is not worded correctly.  The last 

legislative bill deals with boating safety.  This bill does four things.  First, it changes the 

penalty of boating under the influence.  Changes from a misdemeanor to gross 

misdemeanor and also adds implied consent.  If an officer believes a boater is under the 

influence, the officer can require a test.  If the boater refuses, the boater can receive a 

$500 civil fine only.  What else you will see in the bill is rental outfits that rent watercraft 

have all the necessary safety equipment with the rental.  Criminal violation if they do not 

provide the equipment.  An additional piece to the bill is if there’s an accident, a citation 

may be issued at the scene of the boating accident if there’s probable cause under the 

boating safety regulations.  The last piece of the bill will be the most controversial.  A 

PFD will be required for ANY human powered vessel except for surfboards and non-

vessel type craft.  Eighty percent of our drowning fatalities are in vessels less than 18 

feet.     

 

Budget: Chief Bjork advised that there is another projected budget shortfall of $1.2 

million and state sponsored education.  There are additional general fund reductions.  

WDFW has three budget reduction recommendations.  Enforcement is going to need an 

additional $100K in fuel costs and a one additional officer and one additional sergeant for 

the south sound marine detachment due to general fund reductions over the last three 

years.  ALEA funds will be proposed to be used for funding the south sound detachment.  

Current budget status for the program is that we are underspent re: number of vacancies 

due to retirements.  Chief Bjork advised that there was an increase in our ranks by three 

positions.  There are a number of laterals going through our background.  Hope to have 

positions filled by January.  Two additional retirements were advertised.   
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New Hunting Fees & Impact:  Primarily covered the fees already in the draft legislation.  

Hunter Education has been accounting of money for training.    

 

Future Direction of EAG:  Would have six regional groups; no statewide group.  Each 

individual group would limit travel.  Chief Bjork advised that he would like to see at the 

regional director, if interested, or at the Captain level.  As an agency we would gain more 

input, more projects, and representatives.  Byus has asked if a regional rep would also 

meet with others at the headquarters level.  Coordination really isn’t done at the regional 

level where it should be done.  There’s an advisory group for everything; statewide forum 

and always in Olympia.  Chief Bjork advised that if pushed out to the regions, most of the 

groups could be combined.  Regional AD would operate this group.  Those specific leads 

would be for those programs and their respective groups.  Additionally, this would also 

impact a larger constituency of users both in policy, rules, budget, hiring, etc.  Master 

Hunter Advisory Group is also housed in Enforcement Program.  Should this be more of 

a regional perspective?  Holtfreter advised that you get more work done in our current 

setting, where you get specialized experience in a larger group.  Not going to be as 

productive.  Chair Suessman advised that there could be two meetings; one meeting 

where we all come together and one meeting would be a combined group meeting.  

However, a broader group experience would also provide information.  Gulliford advised 

that the video conference call option is another way to do business.  Hickock advised that 

it’s harder to see via video conference call, but if we had a regional meeting, it would be 

a benefit.  Chief Bjork asked if the two regional meetings, what would that be.  Would 

that be two regional meetings and another combined?  One HQ meeting with this group 

and then another at the regional level with other members.  Captain Anderson advised 

that the Enforcement group has better focus, where the other regional meetings get 

minimalized.  However, how much is going to get accomplished and other 

recommendations.  Webster asked if the Chief sees the regional director at a meeting.  

Chief Bjork advised yes.  However, will they get together?  Probably not.  Captain Mann 

advised that if there are regulations passed, and in today’s example with the regulation 

and interpretation, meeting with those larger regional groups can identify those issues 

from an Enforcement perspective.  Gulliford asked about meeting content, in the Real 

News, Deputy Chief Cenci, maybe an information arm.  Byus asked if we are looking for 

better communication.  Chief Bjork advised that we are looking at a communication 

piece, but also the image of the agency per legislators.  The recreational benefit of fish 

and wildlife and outdoor experience is worth $3.5Billion.  Is it worth making a regional 

venue mandatory?  Chair Suessman advised that it is a pleasure to work on this group and 

that the quality of farming this out to the regions is going to work.  EAG should still 

continue working together; let the regions work on a regional meeting of the minds 

involving everyone as well as Enforcement.  Webster asked that if we want to work on a 

image, that maybe the group should do that.  Maybe there are things the group can work 

on.  Captain Mann advised that at a regional perspective may help with the image by 

meeting with other constituencies.  Byus asked where this is coming from and whether it 

was from the public or the Legislature.  Vice Chair Ruffin advised that this is true in all 

departments, but WDFW Enforcement has a much harder job.  Action Item: Bring 
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several ideas of public relation type ideas to help improve the agency’s reputation for the 

next meeting.  Webster advised that the problem is that 87% of people don’t get anything.   

 

Old Business 

 

Upate on WAC: Chief Bjork advised the Commission has moved to make changes to 220 

(fishing) and 232 (hunting).  When we are done, it will be 220 and will cover all of the 

fish and wildlife.  Working on WAC’s and removing or using them as a newer version.  

The Commission has approved three packets.  The fourth packet will be done next week.  

Chief Bjork advised that the project should be done by next year.  Staff have been 

working with all the programs, in-house attorney’s that are working the revisions as well.  

Chief Bjork advised that he will have Joanna present at the next meeting on the WAC 

clean-up.   

 

Conclusion 

Chair Suessman asked if February is a good date.  Chief Bjork advised that we wait till 

the end of March.  Sean will send out a Doodle poll for a March meeting.  Chief Bjork 

advised that he would like to have the new Chaplain come and be at the next meeting.  

Senior Pastor can be there.   Chief Bjork will like to update the group on RMS and ROIP, 

and WTH/AVL mapping.  Will be ready by the next meeting as well in regards to Social 

Media, including Twitter.  Meeting adjourned.   

 

Requested Action Items: 

 

 Several ideas of public relation type ideas to help improve the agency’s 

reputation. 

 

Topics for Future Discussion: 

  

 RMS and ROIP  

 KBD Program 

 WTH/AVL Mapping 

 Update on Wildlife Crime Stoppers by Lieutenant Steve Crown  

 Presentation on scope of problems on WDFW land use 

 Updated on Social Media, including Twitter 

  

Next meeting:  Meeting is scheduled for June 1
st
, 2013 from 1000-3:00.  The agenda will 

be sent out before the meeting with information on topics for discussion. 


