Wildlife Program
Week ofAugust 1824, 2014

SCIENCE DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Agency Strategic Objectives

B.Washingtondéds fish and wildlife diversity 1is
management principk,established in the Conservation Initiative.

Scott Pearson is a coauthor on the recently published manuscript.

Thomas P. Good, Scott F. Pearson, Peter Hodum, Daryle Boyd, Bernadita F. Anulacion,
Gina M. Ylitalo. 2014. Persistent organic pollutantsfiorage fish prey of rhinoceros
auklets breeding in Puget Sound and the northern California Culeamine Pollution

Bulletin

Highlights:

A Persistent organic pollutants were measured in fish delivered to rhinoceros auklet
chicks on ProtectigrTatoosh, and Destruction islands.

A PCB and PBDE levels were generally highest in the Salish Sea.

A Contaminant profiles differed between the Salish Sea and outer coast locations.
A PCB and PBDE burdens for pfledging atlet chicks are considerable.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Agency Strategic Objectives

A. Conservation of fish and wildlife is widelygported by communities across Washington.

On Friday evening an8aturdayMike Schroeder hosted Dorian Andersdtte is in the
middle of a 'big year' bird watching trip, but with a twide is conducting the trip with
humanpowered transportation onliike, foot, and kayak). He has observed 515 species
of birds so far this year and is hoping to reach 600 species by the end of the year. After
getting some advice from me, he went to the Conconully area and was successful at
adding 2 key bird species tostist, including spruce grouse. He is planning to ride his
bike to the west side of the state in a couple days and will be working his way south
along the coast. His blog is fattp://bikingforbirds.blogsot.com/He wrote the following

in hisblog about Mike.



http://bikingforbirds.blogspot.com/

Michael Schroeder, with whom | stayed two nights ago, is Mr. Grolitegally.

He is a grouse researcher at Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. How
much does Michael like grouse? Well, wesy room in his house are pictures and
carvings of grouse. His WiFi network is called "Grouse". His dog is named "Lek".
| am not joking. | am willing to bet that he met his wife by doing some highly
stereotyped dance at a bar back in the day! Anyway, &éids probably the best
source of information on grouse in the state, so when he offered up some
information, 1 listened!

GOAL 4 BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY SUPPORTING
OUR WORKFORCE, IMPRA/ING BUSINESS PROCESES, AND INVESTING IN
TECHNOLOGY

C. Achieve operational excellence through effective business processes, workload
management, and investments in technology.

John Pierce, Rena Henson, and Shawn George spent last week training over 60 agency staff on
using the new (in Devlopment)aMatus Project moduleProject information will be required for

al |l USFWS grants starting this fall and WDFW6
system will allow WDFW employees to enter the USFWS required information directly into our
agency ifiormation systemwhich will automatically feed data in the new USFWS TRACS
system. We got excellent feedback from the training participants that will be useful in finalizing

the development of our system. We hope that our Novatus system will be intgoducthe

end of September.

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Assisting Prairie Habitat Conservation Planning: Biologist Ann Potter completed an
informational summary for 2 Pacific Northwest endemitidrflies, the Oregon Branded Skipper
(Hesperia colorad@&alish Sea segregate) and Hoary El@al{ophrys polioPuget Trough
segregate), and provided the document to biological consultants, in support of the Thurston
County, WashingtoPRrairie Habitat Gonservation Plarand associated planning effortEhe
summary included information on conservation status, taxonomy, species range, detailed
distribution within the south Puget Sound region, population size, life cycle, habitat, and
references.

Consenation Action Reporting: Biologist Ann Potter submitted the annual report for the
PrairieOak Butterfly Monitoring project (State Wildlife Grafunded), summarizing project
accomplishments for July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014, and detailing secord 2(ub4t

efforts. The butterfly monitoring component of this restoratfooused project is designed to

assess the effects and effectiveness of prairie and oak woodland restoration for butterfly species
of greatest conservation need (SGCN), and colleotnmdtion on the current distribution and



life cycle of several littleknown hutterflies. Eleven prairieoakdependent butterflies have been
studied on 17 sites in Washington and 4 sites in Oredgurtterfly monitoring is still underway
for the 2014 seas, and the project includes a third year of monitoring in 2015.

Shrub-Steppe Monitoring Initiative: Diversity Division and Science Division staff, led by
Conservation Assessment Section Manager Bruce Thompson, further developed the sampling
frameworkfor monitoring shrubsteppe resourced he team identified 5 ecological systems and

6 general land ownership categories that will be used to define up to 30 strata theguide
collection of resource detection dafBhe overall intent is to compile detem data for a

spectrum of animal and plant resources that will help to determine species occurrence
associations among strata, describe relative ecological integrity, and provide inferences about
prospective conservation targets among the stratum types.

GOAL 4: MAINTAIN A HIGHLY SK ILLED AND MOTIVATED WORKFORCE.

Aiding Preparation of Candidate Species Assessmentdiversity Division Manager Eric
Gardner and Section Managers Penny Becker and Bruce Thompson finalized a Guide and
Template to be used forgparation of Diversity Species Status Assessmente. Assessment
process is being applied to candidate species during this Biennium with assessments targeted for
completion by June 2015The guide and template are intended to provide for staff consjste

and efficiency in determining what information to seek as well as a standardized format for
assessment documents to facilitate review and use as information media.

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE
Wildlife Management

Preseason Deer SurveysBiologist Atamian conducted a deer composition survey in the
Greenbluff area of GMU 124A total of 78 deer were observedcluding44 does, 23 fawns, &
11 bucks. In addition to the deeabout 100 turkeys were also observ&iblogist Lowe
conducted a deer survey in GMU 136 and observed 23 mule deer does, 3 fawns, & 10

- - bucks. Lowe also conducted two surveys in GMU
139 and saw 118 mule deer (65 does, 22 fawns, &
31 bucks), and 48 whitiled deer (35 does, 11
fawns & 2 bucks). Other wildlife observed
included pheasants, turkeys, and a
badger.Biologist Vekasy conducted deer
composition surveys in GMUs 149, 154, 162, and
163, and the counts havenot
yet. In general, counts and composition appear
similar to last year at this time.

Mule deer buck group in GMU 149



Bighorn Sheep: A local domestic goat weed control operator contacted District Biologist (DB)
Wik this past week about moving their goats into the center of the Asotin bighorn sheep herd
range. The gerator, who we have been developing a relationship with this past year, stated they
were hired for a weed removal job directly adjacent to the Wildlife Area in Asotin Creek where
the Asotin bighorn sheep herd resid&B Wik responded within an hour dfé goats arriving

and visited with the landownekVhile visiting with the landowneg2 bighorn sheep moved

within ¥4 mile of the domestic goat®B Wik was able to convince the landowners and the
operator to remove

the goats that day,

with biologists Wik

and Fortin returning
next week to

remove the weeds
manually. This was

a very close call for

1 maintaining the

health of this herd

_ as well as the

- | current research
project.

Group of 22 bighorns within ¥ mile of the 48omestic goats on Asotin Creek

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Three-year hunting season package public meeting¥Vildlife Program staff from

Headquarters and Region 1 hostquublic meeting on development of the new thyear

package of hunting seasoriBhis meeting was held in Spokane Valley at the Center Place
conference faciltyThi s was one of six statewide public
regions which willconclude this weekAn additional public meeting will be held in Colville at

the Ag/Trade Center on September 1d8ublic comments received at the meetings and through

a public survey will play an important role in shaping hunting seasons and assbuigtag

regulations for 201:4.7.

Wildlife Areas

West Branch Little Spokane Wildlife Area Dumping: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager

Palmer found where someone had dumped twogicloads of household and construction

debris on the West Brah Little Spokane WLA, along the Horseshoe Lake Rdzalmer took

photos of the site and collected evidence, which was turned over to Enforcement before cleaning
up the extensive mess.



Q . \ ’ G 3 :
) ’ v'. 4 : ﬁl :
R4 % e g } B

Two large piles of trash to clean up on

The trash filledboth the trailer and pick
WBLS.

up.

GOAL 3: PROMOTEA HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Asotin Creek WA T Boundary Stock Fence: Biologist Woodall, Technician David Meisner,
and volunteer Nic Steveson spent the majority of the week checking and repairing boundary
fence along the USFS property line at Smoothing Iron and South Fork of Asotin Creek.
fence is up and the gates are shthiough in poor condition in several areas, the fenepke
livestock from entering wildlife area land®im a USFS
grazing allotment.

, David and Nick also
| widened a treacherous
section of ATV trail

| near the South Fork of
Asotin Creek while in
the area to provide safe
 passage.

Fence repairs on the Asotin Creek WA

Volunteer Nick Steveson



What a vew! South Forkof Asotin Creek.

ATV passable trail

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE
Wildlife Management

Northern Leopard Frog Reintroduction Feasibility: In coordination with amphibian trapping
efforts on the Columbia NWR, Biologist E. Duvuvuei, FWS Trectan HallMullen, & FWS
Intern Kelsey collected disease surveillance swabs from bull frog tadpdieseffort will help
determine if chytrids fungus is present at potential translocation areas for Northern Leopard
Frogs. Biologist E. & O. Duvuvuei ppared equipment for the NLF metamorph surveys in the
Potholes which will start on Saturday morning.

Pygmy Rabbit Trapping: A much needetireak, both for rabbits and staff, was taken from
trapping efforts this weekTechnician Somers spent time updatirapp data.To date we have
processed 911 rabbits (this includes recaps); 752 of these have been new (not previously
captured) rabbitsncluding 708 kits and 44 adultsThe adults are rabbits that eluded capture last
year as kits.Although we are notahe tallying data we do know that over 640 kits and 15 adults
have been released to the wild at Sagebrush FRaebbits not released are being kept in
enclosures for breeding/Ve will continue trapping and releasing rabbits at all enclosures until
popuktions in the enclosures are reduced to sustainable over winter levels.

Wildlife Areas

Chiliwist Wildlife Area Post -Fire Photo monitoring: Manager Haug and project forester Bass
travelled to the Chiliwist to assess timber damaged by the Carlton ConeX/Rile there

theyinstalled numerous photo monitoring points within the burn (see picture below). Different
habitat types were selectaddphotosweretaken in each cardinal direction. The series of photos
will help in assessing recovery over time.



CWA_PHO_1 - NORTH Photo monitoring point : CWA_PHO_1 - EAST
CWA_PHO_1 - WEST. Chiliwist Butte,

Abovel A series of photos taken on Ch|I|W|st Butte W|th|n a stand of Ponderosa Pine burned
up by the Carlton Complex Firé Photos by Justin Haug

Private Lands/Access

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE):Biologist Dougherty spent some timeirgfg

and proof reading the conservation plan for the <GRAFE signup in Adams County to ensure

that everything was correcAdditionally, Biologist Dougherty conducted a vegetation inventory
for another CRFSAFE signup in Adams Countyzortunately, thisignup will have a

conservation plan that will be much simpler to writdhe vegetation was characteristic of

existing CRP grass stands, dominated by undesirable grasses and broadleaf we@ds and 1
species of nonnative perennial grass, with poor staadtgre. Biologist Comstock and

Supervisor Cotton met with a landholder regarding his SAFE fields in Grant Colnity.
landholder has had issues with seedbed preparation and we provided technical advice and
determined where/when forbs should be seed@idlogist Comstock met with NRGS

Waterville staff to visit a SAFE field in Douglas County that has significant cheatgrass problems,
coupled with very poor emergence of perennial grasses from 2013. We also toured other CRP
fields in the area to make cgarisons and discussed the relative uncertainty of arid grassland
restoration programsBiologist Comstock finished contacting landholders with SAFE sign ups
from 2012, who will need to delay their forb seeding for one year.



Nonnative CRP grass plamigs that will be converted to native shridteppe habitat.

Photo on the left is dominated by sheep fescue and Sherman big bluegrass. Photo on the right
is dominated by cheatgrass in the foreground
Note the &ck d stand structure and diversityPhot o6s by Sean Dougherty

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Chiliwist Wildlife Are a flash floodlng and road camage:On Friday, large thunderstorms

— hung over the Loup just west of the Chiliwist
~ Wildlife Area and dropped a significant
amount of rainfall over the area. As a result,
= Chiliwist Creek and the surrounding

~ watersheds were overwhelmed, washing out
y numerousoads and causing major property
damage (see picture below). Okanogan
County is working on getting the road repaired
and working closely with WDFW to make
those repairs more quickly.

Abovei Flood damage on Chiliwist Road intensified by Carlton Complée inear the
Chiliwist Wildlife Area’i Photo by Brandon Boulger



Private Lands/Access

Carlton Fire Fencing: Specialist Heilhecker has received eight of the 11 certified mail receipts
for the letters sent last week to individuals with wildlife fencing-sbsre agreementsSix

people have returned the questionnaires listing the amount of fencing materials thejheeed.
amount of requested materials varies from one individual needing 22 wood posts to a couple
individuals asking for more materials thdueitr original contract statesso far, everyone has
stated they were not covered by insurance.

Hunter Access:Biologist Dougherty updated all online hunter reservations for the upcoming
hunting seasons for private landBhe hunts begin Sept. 1 with dogeason and run through the
end of the waterfowl hunting seasofdditionally, Biologist Dougherty shared his vast
knowledge of the online Private Hunting Lands Opportunities database with Assistant District
Biologist O. Duvuvuei. There were many attembpy Biologist O. Duvuvuei to persuade
Biologist Dougherty to take over entering all the information for the Winchester Regulated
Waterfowl Hunting Access Area, but to no avadiologist Dougherty feels strongly that
Biologist O. Duvuvuei should go forémd master all the tricks and tactics required to manage
information that is entered into the online Hunt by Reservation sydémogist Comstock
renewed a HBWP contract in Douglas County for 1,894 ad@&sdogist Comstock continued
entering detail$or private land hunting opportunities into the DFW weised database.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Sinlakekin PresentatiorBiologist Fitkin attended the public meeting held in Moses Lake
regarding scoping for issues associated with the ngkh8nting season packagBiologist
Heinlen and Fitkin continued to field calls from deer, moose, bighaegand dove hunters
seeking information on seasons, locations, and fire impacts.

Biologist Fitkin gave a presentation on reptileemplete with live critterdor the continuing
Sinlahekin 78 anniversary
celebration.There was aery engaged
audence and it was noteworthy that
the women were generally much
bolder when it came to handling
snakes than the men.

Gopher snake and regdé ambassador
extraordinairei Photo byScott Fitkin



Wildlife Areas

Explore the Sinlahekini Past and PresentThe fourth of five summelong weekend events
took place on the Sinlahekin this week (see pictures below). The wildlife area auvatezty of
presentations Okanogan Lands Operation and Prescribed Burn Program Manager Dale
Swedberg along with WDFW Fudidanager Tom Leuschen and retired US Forest Service
manager and researcher Richard Schellhaas discussed dendrochronology and the use of
prescribed fire for land management
@ purposes and proper ecosystem

i functionality. The Geology of the
Sinlahekin was pres¢ed by two local
geologists: Don Hruska and Gary
Mundinger. A presentation about snakes
and other reptiles was given by WDFW
District Biologist Scott Fitkin. Scott
brought live specimens which was a big hit
(for most) in attendance. The weekend
turned outo be a good success and
WDFW appreciates all those who made it
| possible.

Abovei WDFWb6s Dal e Swedb dire gffealsiofsa prassribed bumneothgp o s t
Sinlahekin Wildlife Areail Photo by Justin Haug.

Resident snake specialist Parker Haug hsld Gopher
Snake provided byistrict biologist Scott Fitkini Photoby

Justin Haug.

Private Lands/Access

Depredation Investigations:Specialist Heilhecker worked®
with Officer McCormick on two depredation
investigations.The first involved two dead larskin the - Tonaskel
Malott area. They received the report two days after the £ Math ,
lambs were killed. The owner had moved the carcasses ju wv ?;:ﬁ e
offsite so they were not able to examine the lambs and

definitive conclusion could be reached as to what killed t
lambs. The secod investigation involved a missing dog
south of Methow.The 10 year old springer spaniel, whic
slept on the front porch, was missing in the morniAger
searching the area for an our, the nei ghboro
cougar in the brush adjacent to thethbw River. The missing dog was found nearblge

severely emaciated cougar was put dowhe 4 year old male cougar had four burnt paws



.. Random picture of unidentified wasps? visiting some
44 green rabbit brush flower$ Photo by SeaDougherty

| REGION 3

§ GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE
FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area---Manager Pete

Lopushinsky: Assistant Manager Hagan released more
bio-control insects@yphocleonus achatgfor diffuse

~ knapweed this wée Insects were placed along the

| powerline road. John coordinated with Jennifer Andreas
from WSU Cooperative Extension to get these insects.

Oak Creek Wildlife Area---Manager Ross Huffman Manager Huffman met with Fuels
Manager Leuschen and TNC Foredbahlgreen about the Oak Creek Forest Restoration
Project. Leuschen was down laying out burn units in preparation for burning next
year. Dahlgreen has finished a majority of the field work until thinning can start again.

Sunday afternoon Manager Himian found a dead spike elk on the sidewalk viewing afée.
elk had been dead for a while, but was not there the previous evathiage were no noticeable
signs of trauma outside of the blood running out of its nd&e. legs were in the fence buddi
not appear stuck, though it had kicked in the =

fence enough to move gravel arourbest
guess is the elk came out the gate during the
night, was spooked by something (most likel
a car) and ran into the fence or gate post ha
enough to cause some typiehead injury.

Dead spike elk found on the viewing sidewal
at the Oak Creek Wildlife AreaThe elk died
of unknown trauma.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area---Manager Greg
Bjornstrom

Assistant Manager Sak and NRT2 Medina continued banding ducks with phef hetal
volunteers. The tally for the week: 194 ducks. NRT2 Medina baited duck traps.



Wildlife Management

; District 4 Private Lands Biologist--- Ryan
Stutzman

On Thursday, Biologist Stutzman and Access
Technician Kaelber banded ducks at MesaelLaikd

the Baillie Memorial Youth Ranch. It was a good

day, with over 150 Mallards banded and a handful of other species, including the first three
Northern Pintails that either Pat or Ryan could remember. After two days of trapping, District 4
is up to arand 250 total birds banded for the year.

Access Technician Kaelber shows off one Technician Kael ber
the Northern Pintails that wadanded at Mesa catch the last stubborn duck in the trap
Lake WMA last week. WDFW banded thre

pintails in Franklin County last week, after

not banding any for a number of years.

District 8 Wildlife Biologist 8 Jeff Bernatowicz

Waterfowl Banding: Biologist Bernatowicz banded ducks one mornin§annyside with

Section Manager Kraege, Waterfowl Specialist Wilson, Wildlife Area staff,volunteers. It

was a good opportunity for Specialist Wilson to see the Wildlife Area and meet some of the staff
and volunteersAbout 34 mallards were bande8ection Manager Kraege showed aff h

athleticism on a mallard thaied to escape withawa band.



Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Bernatowicz met with
a landowner in the Yakima River Canyon
regarding bighorn sheef@here are 4%0 sheep
visiting irrigated fields. At this time the
landowner is more concerned about the
pneumonia and what can be éahan any :
damage to crops. The landowner agreed to allow -
sampling to occur and Biologist Bernatowicz
constructed 3 blinds to allow darting.

Status and Trend:Biologist Bernatowicz
finished drafts of regional Elk, Mt. Gqoatnd
Bighorn sheep reports. Waterfowl banding at the Sunnyde WA

Colockum Bull Study: A GPS collar from the Colockum Bull Elk Study has failed to update for
31 days. Biologist Moore searched for the VHF signal in and around the Stemilt Basin where its
last known locations were. A VHF signal was not found. Moore wadeitalsearch other likely
locations due to firelosures in the area. Hopefullyflight can be scheduled for next week to
search all possible locations.

Cooperative WDFW / Mule Deer Foundation Restoration ProjectBiologist Moore is

assisting LT Murrg, Manager Winegearand The Mule Deer Foundation on a cooperative
restoration project. The project will focus on restoring native vegetation on private property that
was affected by the Taylor Bridge Fire. Moore will use aerial photos, soils and ecosiigical

daa to select restoration sites.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area---Manager Ross Huffman Manager Huffman attended 1 daytbé

2 day NRA / WDFW staff field trip on options for shooting ranges on wildlife ar€hs.

morning was spent looking at options on the Wenas Wildlife Aredhe afternoon the group

had |l unch at the Oak Creek VroskiptabBedrs Cent er
Canyon. There was general agreement that the Bear Canyon site is a great locatesrin the

week it was learned that there is a golden eagle nest in the vicinity so there will need to be more
evaluation of the feasibility of this sit

Manager Huffman received several calls from hunters who were drawn for road access permits
for the ADA hunts on the wildlife aredduffman provided them with some information and let
them know more details would be mailed out to them soon.

Wenas Wildlife Area---Manager Cindi Confer: Manager Confer Morris and Assistant
Manager Taylor participated in the twday NRA shooting ranges site visit. Confer Morris also
put together maps and GIS layers for the sites. The tour was very informative, and theagoup



able to draft possible range layouts for three of the sites. For the Sheep Company area, the
discussion centered on identifying the best locatind four sites were examinedll had

positive and negative aspects, and the group decided that a mesried to be put together to
more clearly display the issues. NRA National Liaison Hyder will contact the North Carolina
Department of Wildlife engineers and put them in
touch with DFW staff, so they can pull together
possible design concepts for thees.

Group discussing Durr Road range site
Regional Access Progra@ Jorge Garcia

Access Staff spent a day picking up a large dump
s pile (1,100 LBS) at King Horn Slough. They also
continued installing caps on the new outhouses,
with five left todo for he region. The city of
Richland removed the widomwakers from the danger trees at
Snively access on Friday. Access staff will finish removal of the
danger trees next week.

Photos fromKing Horn Slough
garbage dump

LT Murray Wildlife Area ---Manager Shana Winegart

Tuesday, Manager Winegeart participated in a group discuss
about general design and development of shooting ranges, ane
specifically scoped a shooting facility on the Quilomene
Wildlife Area. The group continued with tours of the Wenas
and Oak Ceek Wildlife Areas on Wednesday.



