Wildlife Program
Weekof June 915, 2014

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Washington Diversity Advisory Committee (WDAC): The WDAC met for a full day meeting
and a field trip to the South Puget Sound &catter CreeWildlife Areas.Biologist Hallock
presented a talk on Western Pond Turtle shell disease for the WDAC meeting held at South
Puget Sound Wildlife Area on Sunday, June 8. The presentation highlighted the efforts the
agency has undertaken ftietlast three years to figure out where the disease occurs, what is
causing it, and the percentage of Western Pond Turtles that are infected including the extent and
severity of infection. In addition, the talk also highlighted othegoimg efforts esséial to the
recovery of Western Pond Turtles including habitat work at all sites and removal natios
invasive bullfrogs at one of the Columbia Gorge sites. Wildlife Biologists Dave Hays and Ann
Potter then provided a tour of the Scatter Creek WddAifea and presented information on
prairie grasslands and prairie grassland wildlife species restoration and recovery efforts.

Western Pond Turtle Recovery AssistanceWildlife Diversity Division staff joined staff from
Region 6 and a variety of othBivisions, Programs, and agencies to assist with western pond
turtle capture and examination at the conservation site near Belfair in Mas@&ffGuas this

year were directed at examination for signs of ongoing shell disease as well as indications of
heding in turtles treated during previous year handling.

—

e il B % ' Ooregon Spotted Frog ResearchBiologist Hallock, with
y ' b assistance from Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
biologist Bailey and volunteer Joanne Schiiimes,
continued telemetry work on the study@fegon Spotted
Frogs in the Black River watershed. Biologist Hallock and
“* Biologist Salzer also spent a few hours searching for frogs
! to add to the study.

Western Gray Squirrel Webpage: Biologist Wiles worked with Public Affairs staff to update

the WDFWwebpage for western gray squirrels so that the public can report potential
observations of squirrels through the AReport
device, or by emailing WildthingPreviously, the only option for submitting an obsdion was

to phone it in to the Olympia headquarters.

Pygmy Rabbit Recovery: This week Biologist Wisniewski, Technician Duvuvuei, PhD student
Demay, and Interns Jones, Jacobs, and Baker continued the third round of trapping with captures
at one of theenclosures at Sagebrush Flats (SBF) and a second capture at DoAna&tra

capture was added at Dormaier due to the large number of kits observed still running around
after | ast Omd&Vedndgsday at 3B twa cagtured 28 rabbits (24 newl kiezap

kit, and 3 adults). Twenty-three kits were released to the wild, 1 kit was retained in the nursery



to reach weight, AVID tags were placed in the adult rabbits, and the adults and recap kit were
released back into the breeding enclos@e. Thusday we returned to Dormaier and captured
twenty-nine additional rabbits were (27 new kits, 1 recap Kkit,
and 2 adults).Twenty-six kits and 1 adult male were

released to the wild, 1 kit was retained in a nursery, 1 adult
rabbit and the recap kit were eaked back into the breeding
enclosure.An AVID tag was inserted in the adult retained

| in the breeding enclosur&ee photos embedded in the

' attached document.

. The crew celebrates a successful capture & Intern Jone¥ 21
birthday with delicious cupcakes baked by Biologist Wisniews

North Cascades Grizzly Bear MeetingDivision ManageiGardnerattended a meeting with
fedeml and state wildlife management agencies to discuss a potential timeline and process for
implementation of an Environmental Impact Statement for grizzly bear recovery in the North
Cascades. Formal announcement of the pending effort will likely occuigdherinternational
Grizzly Bear Committee meeting being held in late June.

GOAL 3: USE SOUND BUSINESS RACTICES, DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE.

Applying Lean to Enhancing Scientific Collection Permit Application

Processing: Diversity DivisionManager Eric Gardner and Conservation Assessment Section
Manager Bruce Thompson met with WDFW Lean Coordinator, Fish Management Division
Manager Craig Burley, Bill Frymé& from AGs office, and Candatefurther explore needs and
options for process impvements and customer service related to scientific collection and
display permits. Specific options were identified for improving handling of authorized display
after wildlife is collected.Some possible guiding principles were discussed to furthes focu
possible adjustments to time frames related to permit issuance and what may be considered
within the scope of a single permit.

Implementing Streamlined Species Status Assessme®ection Managers Bruce Thompson

and Penny Becker met with Diversity Divosi biologists to perform final discussion of the
approach to begin streamlined status assessment of candidate species scheduled to be completed
by end of June 2015The preparation template and guide were discussed briefly and opened to
all for final ediing. Initial assignments were identified to set responsibilities for compiling
assessments about 74 tax¥essignments regarding fish species and a few aquatic invertebrates
are pending further coordination with Fish Program stéffese assignments regent a key

step in moving visioning of the Diversity Division forward regarding periodic status assessments
that advise conservation planning, listing and recovery action scheduling, and preparation of
materials to more effectively inform the Fish and difie Commission and interested members

of the public at largeThis process is first being directed at candidate species that are currently
identified under WDFW policy procedureButure reviews can be broader to include selected
review of listed spees and Species of Greatest Conservation Need identified in the State
Wildlife Action Plan.



REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTINATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Wolverine Camera Monitoring: Assistant District Wildlife Biologist
(ADWB) Annemarie Prince deployed 2 run pole stations for wolverines
in the Boulder Creek/Deer Creek area in the Kettle Range with assistance
from U.S. Forest Service interns and 2 volunteeffie monitoring
stations will be checked once a month and left out farasdtla year.

Wolverinerun pole setup with haiksnags on the end.

Wildlife Areas

Sherman Creek Wildlife Area (SCWA) Habitat
Improvement Project: The WDFW Prescribed Burn
Team spent the week at Sherman Creek WEAty
acres of the 60 acre Canahitywere treated with

fire. Evergreen ceanothus currently occurs sporadicd
throughout the unit, so this fire dependent species is
expected to expand in the burned aréhe team will
return to SCWA next week to complete the Canal U
and move to th&ail Unit.

Private Lands / Wildlife Conflict

Wolf Sign near Washtucna, WashingtonConflict Specialist Bennett followed up on recent
wolf track photos taken near the Whitman County border. Several locations were scouted and
results will be passed along ¥olf Biologist Roussin.

Conservation planning trainingdiologist Lewis
attended a 4 day Certified Conservation Planner
training course put on by the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) in Ephrata. The purpoge
of the course is to develop Bkiat producing effective
and properly formatted conservation plans. WDFW h
agreements in some areas of the state where Privatg
Lands Biologists will help USDA offices complete
conservation plans for habitat restoration projects.
Lewis will be assistinghe Whitman County USDA

Service Center. Conservation Planner training course
in Ephrata




GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

AAbandoned F awaovile BolgstAntemarie Prince spoke to multiple people

this week about deer fawns they found. All callers were advised to leave the fawn and the area
and that the doe would returithis phenomenon with people and deer fawns occurs every year

in June.

Wil dlife Areas

WT Wooten Wildlife Area i Problem Black Bear: A yearling black bear was dispatched by
enforcement this week in the USFS Tucannon Campground. A culvert bear trap was moved back
to Camp Wooten and set to try to capture the larger problemhagdras been getting into food

in the campgrounds. It was recently brought to light that the group cooks at Camp Wooten have
been dumping their cooking grease into the ground in a designated area near the mess hall for at
least the past decade. That paetivas immediately put to a stop and the saturated soil was dug

up, disposed of, and replaced with clean fill. Camp Wooten has ordered @ befgarbage

cans to put around the camp in place of the plastic garbage cans, and they have plans to construct
achainlink fence around the dumpster to deter the bears from getting in.

Society for Range Management tour at Swason Lakes Wildlife Area (SLWA): Thi s year 06s
Society for Range Management (SRM) annual (northwest region) meeting was held in Electric

City. As part of the conference, a field trip to

SLWA/ BLM6s Twin Lakes/ Tel f
Areas was held this Thursday. Approximately 70

tour members showed up at SLWA headquarters

at 9 a.m. and viewed PowerPoint presentations

given by Mike Finch, WDFW Distat 2 Wildlife

Biologist Mike Atamian, and BLM Wildlife

Biologist Jason Lowe. The group then headed to

the field, to get a closep look at restored

grasslands and wetlands. There were many good
guestions and comments addressed to SLWA

staff, concerning hatat needs for sage grouse,

and methods used for successful grass/forb

seeding.

SRM tour members in the shop for PPT
presentationsguestions and comments.

SRM tour members in a restored grasg
field. WDFWO6s J
Mike Finch are seen at center right, in
blue shirt and green WDFW shirt
respectively



Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Happy Landowner: Conflict Specialist Rasley received a phone call from a large strawberry

farm on the first day they started to harvest. Not knowing what they were going to say when

Rasl ey got on site, t he totsaythanksvonadl ous hasl sworkdwitii t h e y
assisting them with their deer

damage this past yea
said Atheir yields w
and they felt that was due to all

our hazing efforts and Damage

Prevention permits | issued

t hemd éwarding to bar

good news from landowners.

One of the many strawberry
fields we dealt with hazing deer
out of.

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Okanogan County Golden Eagle FlightsDistrict 7 Biologist Gallieand District 5 Biologist
Duvuvue| teamed up to conduct aerlal golden eagle surveys throughout Douglas, Grant, and
Chelan countiesGallie and Duvuvuei surveyed 22
known eagle territories and searched 5 suspected
territories for productivity and occupancy
.« respectively.The biologists found 6 active territories (1
. active in District 5 and 5 active in District 7Each of
 the active territories had chicks ranging from
approximately 2 weeks to 8 weeks of agelditionally,
2 of the 5 search areas were qued leading to two new
. golden eagle territories.

Adult golden eagle and 2 week old (approx.) chick
I above Lake LenorePhotograph by Orrin Duvuvuei

Chelan, Douglas, and Grant counties Golden Eagles:Biologists Gallie and Duvuvuei
conducted a helicopt-based survey with Central Valley Helicopters to determine productivity
in prioritized golden eagle territories in Chelan, Douglas, and Grant Couhegsiso verified
one nest for District 8, in Kittitas Co.). Theyvisited a total of 21 known aegt territories and
found 6 to have produced chicks (8 chicks total in all neSis¢re was a wide range in chick



age, from 3 weeks to 8 weeks oltheywere also able to
conduct nest searches in 6 areas along the flight path
pairs of golden eagtehave been observed but no known
territory existed.New nestsvere locatedin 3 of 4 search
areas on Banks Lake but none in the 2 Chelan county
search areas.

Adult GE and 4week old chick in
the Duffy Creek territoryDouglas
County. (O. Duvuvueiphoto)

Two 9 week old golden eagle chicks
in the Grimes Lake nest, Douglas
County. (O. Duvuvueiphoto).

Common Loon Management: Biologist Heinlen checked lakes for negti@ommon Loons this
period. To date District 6 has three nesting Loon palrsst Lake hatched two chicks while
Beaver and Crawfish Lake have loons
incubating on nestsNo nest has been
documented at Bonaparte Lake which
consistently has loons nest teerach
year. We will continue to monitor
Bonaparte Lake in the event the nest is
well concealed and is being missed.

Common Loon with chicks; Lostake
Phota T. Pieper £

Wildlife Areas

Barker Canyon Fire AssessmentWildlife Area Complex Manager Fitegald met with Range

Management Biologist Jeff Burnham at Barker Canyon to assess the recovery of Pasture 2 and 3
= of the grazing allotment in year 2 growing

season following the Barker Canyon

fire. Burnham conducted vegetation transects

from points estaldhed in spring 2013At first

| blush, vegetation response was outstanding,

Great Basin Wildrye, Needle and Thread grass

' and native shrubs coming back strong.

Pasture 2, June 12, 2013Fitzgerald




Pasture 2, June 12, 201-3Fitzgerald

Pasture 2, June 11,
2014, Golden
waves of knedigh
(+) Needle and
Thread, with
abundant forb
understoryi
Fitzgerald

Sherman Creek Prescribed Burns Monday, the prescribed fire team traveled to the Sherman
Creek Wildlife and began preparing to burn the Canal (60 acres) and Rail (170 acresY hmits.
team had early starts and late nights Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and nearly completed
the Canal Unit.They also began setting up a hose lay that will extend approximately 12,000 feet
around critical holding areas of the Rail Unlthursday brought thunderstorms just as the team
completed one subnit and rain continued overnight and into the next dehye team worked
Friday to ensure the unit perimeters will remain secure over the weekend and made an

. . assessmeraf snags and fell those that preszht
hazards.This week the team was helped by
% Sherman Creek Manager Daro Palmer,
M Technician Chris ChristenseColockum Wildlife

Area Manager Pete Lopushinsky and Assistant

Manager John Hagarkcologist Richard Tveten
* worked with the team last week, and was able to
join us for two days this week as well.

Heavy logging slash being consumed in the
Canal Uniti Sherman Creek Wildlife Ared &
Tiffany Mitchell

Burn Team Member Delcie Peters and Bur
Boss Tom Leuschen using a fire hose to cog

down a burning tree near a control line on the
Canal Uniti Sherman Creek Wildlife Area ¥4
Ray Guse



West Foster Creek Headcut Project: Manager Dan Peterson and Assistant Manager Noel
Wingeart met with Habitat Bio Eric Pentico, Environmental Engineer Gina McCoy and Cascadia
Conservation District Engineer Ryan Roberts on site to discuss what can be done to stabilize the
proect 6s gr ade dostetQreed CorsdrvatiorcOistrict ireded the design and
constructlon of thls project WhICh was completed in June of 2BiE&vy spring runoff resulted
; : ; in severe scouring below each grade control structitre.
this pointmost of the grade control structures are likely to
fail. The consensus strategy devised by Gina and Ryan is
to place rocks of equivalent s
rocks in the scour holefRyan estimated the cost at
somewhere around
$10,0000Ho w e g
% to fund this repair is
another question
altogether.

Plunge pooI created below
grade control structures

Rock scoured from below structures and deposit ‘A
at lower end of project.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Chelan County Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Gallie and a volunteer conducted a survey on the
Swakane herd, focusing on bands of ewes and lamb produg@tsmyear was of particular
interestconsidering the group of 4 ewes that wandered into the Entiat Valley in close proximity
to domestic grazing, possibly originated from or dispersed into this Hezdntact had been

made, signs of pneumonia outbreak would like be seen in lambsTinsy.observed a total of

94 bighorn sheep, with 62 ewes, 27 lambs and 5 young rartduding the 40+ other rantisey

did not search for, this puts the heard minimum estimate atTt85.was the most productive

year ever recorded for lamb production, hoere if lambs are affected, we may see mortality

above normal as summer progresses. For now, there is no indication of disease in the Swakane
herd.

Okanogan County Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Heinlen monitored and displayed the data for the

radio collars @ployed in the Sinlahekin Bighorn sheep he@he ram estimated at 1.5 years old

during the February 2014 capture has traveled north into Ca&aea.though it has been

suspected, this is the first confirmation that the Sinlahekin herd crosses theiltorde

Canada.We have been in contact with the British Columbia Fish and Wildlife staff and are
keeping them i nf or meThisshéep was docusnbnéee gsdavingl ocat i on



Psoroptes mites (mange) when captured in February 20d4.that he israveling outside of

the Sinlahekin herds territory there is potential he may pose a risk to uninfectedWerdse
keeping the BC staff informed of this sheepos
situation.

Private Lands/Access

Hunter Access: Biologist Comstock contacted landowners who have expired hunter access
contracts. One landowner expressed dissatisfaction with the Hunt by Written Permission

program, citing the spread of Dalmatian toadflax and the inconvenience caused by hunters

seekig permission to hunt his property as primary complaints. Biologist Comstock encouraged
him to consider using WDFW6s Hunt by Reservat
issues; the landowner agreed to this. Another landowner near Hartline tgreeew his

HBWP contract for 798 acres.

Biologist Comstock reviewed state laws published in the WAC and RCW pertinent to private

lands hunting access.

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlif e Area Manager Lopushinsky walked
areas seeded last fall after the ColocKlanps Fire, assessing
restoration succes#reas seeded by our Truax native grass
seed drill showed better success than areas broadcast s
by helicopter.

Big sagebrush, bigrbrush and bluebunch wheatgrass
seedlings emerging after drill seeding in the Colocku
Tarps Fire area.

Wildlife Management

Burrowing Owils: Biologist Gregory assisted Photographer Ross with removing the camera
from inside the webcam nest bo®he willbe reviewing the thousands of photos captured since
May and selecting those for submission to National
Geographic.During that visit, Biologist Gregory also captured and
banded six of the owlets hatched at the webcam site this year.

Together with Volurgers Ross and Martin, Biologist Gregory spent 4
evening trapping owls just north of Pasddiree adults and 10 owlets
were banded. '

Biologist Gregory and Volunteer .

=

Ross return a young burrowing ¢
owl to its nest.Photo: L. Martin



Burrowing Owl 120409
Migration Points 6/6, 2013 to 4/20, 2014

The Global Owl Project has prepared a map depicting the movements of
the burrowing owl captured in Pasco that has besariwg a GPS
transmitter for the last year.

The migration of a burrowing owl from Pasco to the Channel Islands,
CA and back to Pasco.

Mourning Doves. Biologist Gregory delivered traps and bait to the Ringold hatchery to prepare
for the upcoming bandinggason.

Waterfowl: Biologist Gregory met with Biologists Kraege and Evenson and the top candidate
for the eastside waterfowl specialist positi@iologist Gregory also coordinated with
prospective volunteers for the upcoming goose capture in th@ifies on June 20

Bighorn Sheep SurveysBiologist Bernatowicz corresponded with agency and Grant County
PUD staff trying to set up boat survey for Quilomene sh&mpce the ColockurTarps fire,
relatively few bighorn sheep have been seen on aenigéys. We were able to set Jufyfer

the survey, using a GCPUD boat.

Golden Eagles: Biologist Bernatowicz corresponded with Biologist Blatz regarding observations
points, etc. for golden eagle surveys. Biologist Blatz is going to be in the adkactiog
surveys.

Mt Goats: Biologist Bernatowicz searched for historic Mt. Goat records and send some
information to biologist MooreBiologist Moore started to collect data to better inform a ground
survey effort that will be taking place in NortheKittitas County. This effort included reviewing
historic survey and harvest records as well as interviewing Cle Elum Ranger District
Backcountry Rangers.

Target ShootingFires: Biologist Bernatowicz talked with
Wildlife Area Manager ConfeMorris abouttarget shooting,
fire frequency, and future plans. While searching files for Mt.
Goat data, an appraisal for a portion of the now Wenas WA
found that included some interesting photos that show why fif
might not have been common-80 years ago in thWenas.

Wenas WA 1968 &

SvbjecT Ramge . Hessler Fla?s

Colockum Elk: Biologist Moore began the initial preparations for an upcoming bull elk capture.
The capture will take place towards the end of July.

Sage GrouseBiologist Moore worked with YTC staff to get a visual on a traaated radio
collared hen that was suspected to be nesting on the Wenas Wildlife Area. Evidence was found
that supports nesting occurred on Manastash Ridge above the confluence of Umtanum Creek and



the Yakima River. A visual was obtained on the hen on
Manastash Ridge near the Durr Road and she had two chicks with
her.

YTC Technicians using radidelemetry to search for the
collared hen near the suspected nesting location.

Bighorn SheepTracking: Moore updated the bighorn sheep tracking file with thelCWterns
observations. Moore also worked with the interns to help them focus on specific animals that still
need visuals.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Hagan spent some time in the North Fork
Tarpiscan looking for possible routes to relocate the stadjactent portion of the North Fork
Road. Information was passed on to Engineering in Olympia.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris worked on RCO FARR application for

i mproving target shooting areas on the wildl:
one application, so she will need to determine which site would be better to apply for funds on.

She also spoke with Melinda Posner, who recently attended a target shooting conference, to
discuss ways to improve the udriilt shooting areas without going to the point of needing the

sites to be staffed. Melinda set up a conference call with DNR tosdislee shooting range in

the Capital Forest and set a date to field review the site.

Manager Confer Morris spoke with Mike Johnston, Ellensburg Daily Record, regarding fire
season target shooting restrictions on the Wenas WLA, as well as proposed ti sarges
shooting on the wildlife area and the public process the agency will be going through for that.
Mike wrote an informative article that was picked up by the Yakima Herald Republic.

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant Manager Hunt met with repnetsdives from the LDS

Church that are organizing the Youth Hand Cart Trek scheduled for this month on the

Murray. Our permitting is done, and it sounds as though what they need from DNR is close as
well. Wayne checked out a key to them to allow for as¢kesough on Robinson View Road,
which is currently closed to protect our Golden Eagle nest.

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman met with the US Forest Service (FS) recreation

staff on the NOVA motorized trails grant Huffman is working on for thekRoeek Unit. The

FS is interested in partnering on the project to improve the trail on their property which will help
as match for the granf site visit was scheduled for the following wedKuffman also

contacted ORYV clubs about volunteering for kvon the project and to get letters of support.

The clubs were very interested in the project and provided support letters by the end of the week.



Manager Huffman spent significant time on the final outline of the map and signs for the Rock
Creek Unit kosks. Sign language was reviewed by Capt Mann and Forest Service Staff and was
sent to DOT to make the sign§he final version of the map was also sent to DOT.

On Saturday evening Manager Huffman received a phone call from Assistant Manager Berry
who is a volunteer firefighter that a call had just come in and emergency crews were responding
to a fall from rocks along Hwy 12 at MP 18Riuffman responded to the area and arrived at the
Quonset hut parking lot which accesses The Bend climbing adesctover that a climber had
fallen and suffered a head injurfhe RP was on scene with the paramedics and were preparing
to head across the river and up the hill to the injured pefdanhes fire crews and a Yakima
Sherriff éds De p ureafter and they headed up theohill tvith yhe netessary
equipment.Rescue crews from the Training Center and Yakima were called in to assist in
lowering the injured person down the hifluffman relayed information on the injuries to the
Incident Commandewho decided they warranted calling in Life Flight, given there was an area
at the Quonset hut thetaslarge enough for an LZWhen the rescue team arrived, they headed
up the hill as well.lt took about 2 hours from the time of people arriving on e¢erthe point of

=D A : ol getting the injured person down off the hill and
into the helicopter.The original report from the
RP said the person fell 20 feet, but rescue
personnel estimated it at 45 feet and a news
story on Sunday said 60 fe€khe injured person
suffered a head injury but was wearing a
climbing helmet and is expected to make a full
recovery. Pictures of the incident are below.

Rescue crews carrying and injured rock
climber down the hill on the Oak Creek
Wildlife Area.

Rescue crews carryinthe injured climber across the
Tieton River Bridge.

Life Flight helicopter preparingto take off from the
Quonset hut to transport the injured climber to th
hospital in Yakima.




GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom met with RPM McCorquodale, Assistant

Manager Sak, and Treatment Systems Superintendent for the City of Grandview Dave Lorenz to
discuss options for future water availability for Byron Ponds, health and human safety issues,
and otherditure management topics.

LT Murray Wildlife Area: On Thursday Assistant Manager Hunt met with Professor Mat

Novak and a small group of his Advanced GIS students to answer questions, discuss internships,
and line up two students to assist us with evalgatie Gnat Flats area acquisitio@ur two

will begin work on June 2% and continue for a 10 week period (16 hours a week on

average)We 6 | | meet with them next week to refine

Wildlife Management

District 4 Deer and Elk Conflicts: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitored elk distribution
and movements in Elk Areas 3721 & 3722eavy hunting pressure, night time hazing and
extreme winds have reduced elk activity from ALE to private lands on the southédfan
Rattlesnake Mountain. Observations and reports from both hunters and landowners reflect this
year to be a very good calf crop.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitored harvest of DPP permits in EIk Area 3721. Two
spike bull elk were repaetl harvested this weel.otal harvest for the summer bull season is 20
bull elk. Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand coordinated with landowners and hunt managers on
elk locations to pressure them away from valuable crops.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Had toured Gilbert Orchards near McNary Dam with their farm
manager to identify deer damage problem areas and develop a plan-fethabrrontrol. The

farm has recently planted another 80 acres of a high value apple variety and will continue with
hazing,gas cannons and chemical sprays to deter deer activity in the orchard.

District 8 Wildlife Conflict Specialist: Specialist Wetzel worked with the two sheep range
riders for the Martinez operationsSeterai s week
Novatus contracts were worked on this we€ke of the Martinez range riders quit and a new

rider was hired. The new range rider was contacted and was briefed regarding expectations and
duties.

WildComm called to report an injured turkey vulture & Baston School yardt had been
interacting negatively with schoolchildren in the arB#logist Moore and Specialist Wetzel
retrieved the vulture and brought it to a local vet and rehabilitation facility.



GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman completed grazing utilization transects on the
Emerick Grazing lease on the Worrell Ran&u fa utilization is well below the allotted

amount at 10%Cow use is low for the second year in a row due to a lack of waker.

permitee has opened the gates to their private property to the west where there is more water so
some of the cows are no lomgm the Worrell Ranch and some are moving back and f&yh.

the end of the month cows should be leaving the area and heading to higher country for the
summer.

Assistant Manager Berry met with volunteers from the Oak Creek Wildlife Education Corp
(WEC) Thursday morning and assigned routes to drive and pick up tcasér. in the morning

AD Pamplin and Lands Division Manager Sprague arrived to assist with theugdesard were

given a route.By 1:00 all the volunteers and staff were back and the batkd#ton truck was

mostly full of trash picked up across the wildlife aréats of wood and scrap metal was also
hauled out.After finishing withtheclesu p t he WEC gat hered for a ba
residence where Pamplin and Sprague met witia@henteers to thank them for their work and

to discuss current issue$he WEC appreciated meeting with Pamplin and got a lot of questions
answered.Oak Creek Staff greatly appreciate the annual assistance from the WEC for the clean
up of the wildlife aea. It seems that the work is really paying off as the overall trash amount
seems to be lower each year.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Colockum Wildlife Area staff assisted
with a prescribed fire on Sherman Creek Wildlife Area this week,
burning a 10éacreunit to reduce forest fuels and stimulate browse
growth. This is good fire experience and meets the requirements to
maintain certification for our Incident Qualifications Cards (Red
Card).

Assistant Manager Hagan using a drip torch to light fuels during
a Sherman Creek prescribed burn.

Hazard Tree AssessmentAssistant Manager Hagan met with Forester Doug Kuehn to discuss
hazard tree assessment along green dot rakude also flagged locations for Engineering to
store | ogs cut oaalwmprovementiwarlgrhekearses ard laying awrsy the
Colockum Pass Road and need to be removed and stored for future use.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris and Assistant Manager Taylor met with Casey
Davidson, Engineering, to tag along onfird inspection of the Mellotte bridge. Main concerns
on this railcar bridge are the decking and the failing wooden abutments. There is funding to get
the bridge redecked, but not for replacement. It is on the radar screen for replacement. In the
meantine, it is considered safe for the winter feed truck, however it is the only crossing structure



