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Week of November 3-9, 2014 
 

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION  

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE  

 

Yellow-billed Cuckoos:  Biologist Wiles spent most of the week working on a new periodic 

status review for the species.  This report will summarize available information on the biology, 

population status, and threats of the western DPS of cuckoos, with emphasis on 

Washington.  This species probably hasnôt bred in the state since about 1940, but continues to 

occur as an extremely rare migrant.  The western DPS was recently listed as federally threatened, 

which is the impetus for this state review. 

 

Draft USFWS Prelisting Mitigation Policy:  Division Manager Eric Gardner collated agency 

comments on the US Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs (USFWSôs) Draft policy on crediting voluntary 

conservation actions taken for species prior to their listing under the Endangered Species Act 

(ESA). The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) sees the finalization of such 

a policy as providing important conservation benefits, especially if the State program is designed 

to track priority actions and is adequately supported. The policy should result in increased 

support for and implementation of conservation actions that support State management 

objectives, which is a highly desirable goal. Despite overall support for such a policy, WDFW is 

concerned that the State does not currently have the resources to develop and maintain a full 

program. Among other things, WDFW encouraged the USFWS to provide clarity regarding how 

state programs are approved and what the stateôs role would be in determining mitigation rates.  

 

Sage-grouse: Biologist Stinson and Listing and Recovery Section lead Becker, along with staff 

from Regions 1, 2, and 3, attended the annual Sage-grouse Working Group meeting at the Wild 

Horse conference center near Ellensburg on November 5
th
.  The meeting was well attended, with 

a full agenda of updates from regions and partner agencies, as well as briefs about Farm Bill 

programs, the Sage-grouse Initiative, and a Candidate Conservation Agreement under 

development.  

 

Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse: Biologist Stinson and Listing and Recovery Section lead 

Becker, along with staff from Regions 1 and 2, attended the annual Sharp-tailed Grouse Working 

Group meeting at the Wild Horse conference center near Ellensburg on November 5
th
. The 

meeting was well attended, with a full agenda of updates from regions and partner agencies, as 

well as briefs about Farm Bill programs and habitat restoration projects underway.  

 

Wildlife Action Plan:  Wendy Connally met with Lynn Helbrecht and agreed to contribute a 

section to the SWAP framework related to Diversityôs Citizen Science efforts. They also 

discussed others in WDFW who are also employing this tool. A section of the SWAP may 

address WDFWôs initiatives in Citizen Science to meet certain data needs for SGCN 

conservation following the range and HUC analyses. 

 



GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCES. 

 

WildWatch Cams: Wendy Connally met with Chris Sato over the WildWatch Cam activities 

spreadsheet to discuss information gaps, set up a site visit with Greg Falxa to two cam sites 

needing repair, and identified a few other information gaps which will need to be addressed ï 

partners, agreements, budget, maintenance/repair time, data contracts per camera, equipment 

needs ï before we start a strategic plan process to improve the WildWatch Cam activities. 

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

District 3 Wolf Activity:  Radio-collared wolf OR-15 remained in Washington during the 

week.  District biologists spent a day in the Blue Mountains south of Dayton placing remotely 

activated cameras. A lot of ground that has recently had wolf reports on it was covered without 

seeing any sign, although recent 

rains could have obscured 

tracks.  District Biologist Wik also 

radio-tracked in on OR-15 and was 

able to get within 0.25-0.5 mile 

without obtaining a visual. 

 

DB Wik radio-tracked a collared 

wolf to the area off the end of this 

ridge.  Time ran out prior to being 

able to get a visual. 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

WBLS RMAP Work Follow Up: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager Daro Palmer spent two days 

this week at the West Branch Little Spokane WLA.  Palmer checked on recently completed Road 

Maintenance and Abandonment Plan work and reseeded disturbed areas as needed to suppress 

weed establishment.  Palmer also installed 

some new ñProperty Boundaryò and 

ñSafety Zoneò signs, as well as removed 

other confusing or redundant signs. 

 

An undersized culvert was removed from 

under 15 feet of fill along this abandoned 

road 

 



Chief Joseph WA ï 4-O Lands Check: Biologist Woodall spent a day at the 4-O Ranch 

Wildlife Area.  He looked for any stray cows that may have wandered off the USFS lands and 

found none.  He also looked for a sizeable patch of goat grass that would be suitable for bacterial 

suppression trials to be conducted with Range Ecologist Merg later this month.  What he found 

should be adequate.  It is a site past the McNeill buildings and away from any of the fields where 

the 4-O Ranch staff will be working.  We want to avoid any herbicide spray drift onto the 

bacteria site.  The site is also away from WDFWôs herbicide control efforts. 

 

A herd of elk at the McNeill Place (4-O 

Ranch Wildlife Area) 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY 

ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY 

CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN 

OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE,  

AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

Pomeroy Deer: Conflict Specialist Rasley and Natural Resource Worker (NRW) Wade were 

able to assist six hunters in Pomeroy with the harvesting of six problem deer. Staff met with the 

Mayor and he said ñeveryone is happy with our hard workò. 

 

Cultural Resource Check: Biologist Lewis and the Whitman County Conservation District 

Manager assisted a Washington Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Archeologist with a 

cultural resource investigation at a project site in the Hooper area of Whitman County. The site is 

a project that is in an area where there have been a significant amount of deer and vehicle 

collisions along HWY 27. There was also a fatality this past summer due to a driver swerving to 

dodge a deer. 

 

The deer are coming out of the highlands to a water source and having to cross the highway to 

get to the water in the hot, dry summer months. Lewis is working with landowners and the 

Whitman CD to come up with watering options in the highlands to reduce the amount of deer 

coming down and crossing the highway. 

 

The area also has a documented Native American bison kill site, where natives would process 

harvested bison and deer. During the investigation a hunt site was discovered with many flint 

chips and bone fragments. The Archeologist 

figured the area, which was up on a high ridge 

overlooking a very large area, was a site used 

to prep for the hunts and observe animals. 

 

WDFW partners looking for cultural 

resources 

 



 

REGION 2 

 

WOLVES: Nothing to report. 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Bighorn Sheep Management: Due to a hunter reporting hearing coughing coming from 

Bighorn sheep within the Mt Hull herd biologist Heinlen continued to monitor the herd.  No 

coughing, lethargic animals, or carcasses were seen among the 40-50 sheep observed in close 

proximity this week, and all sheep observed were found to be acting normally.   Bighorn sheep 

from the Mt Hull herd were also reported on State Highway 97 just south of Oroville during this 

period.  The sheep had not previously come down to the highway this year, but the mild fall 

weather has produced abundant green-up at lower elevations which is succulent forage for the 

animals.  Monitoring efforts of both herd health and highway proximity will continue.   

 

Mt Hull Bighorn sheep herd ï Photo by J. 

Heinlen 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Carlton Complex Fire - Post-fire 

Restoration and FEMA: Ops Manager 

Swedberg continues to spend time on 

post-fire and FEMA issues. All 

preliminary information has been 

submitted so Emergency Management 

Division can begin writing the Project 

Work Sheets, which FEMA will review 

and 1) deny, 2) ask for more information, or 3) approve. Projects are divided into large, i.e., costs 

>$120,000, and small, i.e., costs < $120,000. If approved, the next phase is to begin the process 

of purchasing and/or contract developing to implement projects. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Mule Deer Surveys: Biologists Finger and Duvuvuei conducted the aerial mule deer survey 

over the Desert unit (GMU 290).  280 deer were classified resulting in a preliminary herd 

composition ratio of 43B:100D:46F.  56% of bucks observed were classified as mature.  Data 

will be double-checked for accuracy next week.  

 

 



Desert Mule Deer buck ï Photo by O. Duvuvuei Desert Mule Deer buck in velvet during our 

November survey ï Photo by R. Finger 
 

Recreational Opportunities (Weekender): Fall migration is underway, making for some of the 

most exciting mallard hunts on the Columbia Plateau.  Newly arriving mallards typically decoy 

well and in large groups.  Large numbers of mallards were observed in the Desert and Potholes 

units of the Columbia Basin Wildlife Area during the Desert unit deer survey.  Numbers will 

steadily increase until around 

Thanksgiving, at which time migrant 

mallards typically reach their peak 

numbers.  The mild, wet conditions are 

thus far conducive to a great waterfowl 

season.   

 

Ducks lifting off of North Potholes 

Reserve during Desert Mule Deer 

Survey ï Photo by R. Finger 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

NO HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK 

 

REGION 4 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND  WILDLIFE  
 

Wildlife Management 

 

Common Loons: Biologists Anderson and Smith winterized all the loon platforms that WDFW 

manages in District 12. More on the management of this State Sensitive species can be found 

here: http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/00341/   and    http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/loons/ 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/00341/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/loons/


Bio Chris Anderson getting ready to put 

a platform up on shore so it doesnôt get 

destroyed with winter ice and winds 

 

Lowland Pika Project Report: Assistant 

District Biologist Cyra and District 

Biologist Milner surveyed all three known 

activity sites for Pika. They also collected 

vegetation samples and documented 

vegetation presence and 

cover.  Additionally, they surveyed a talus 

slope at a higher elevation near the ridge 

top.  No pikas were observed but portions 

of the talus appeared to provide appropriate habitat. 

 

Biologist Milner negotiating a 

slope after assessing talus for 

pika presence and habitat 

suitability 

  

Winter Aerial Surveys 

Detection Study: Discussions 

continue with Marine Waterfowl 

Specialist Evenson and Asst. 

District Biologist Murphie 

concerning timing and scheduling 

of USFWS funded detectability 

surveys this winter.  These surveys would be an extension of our earlier detectability surveys, 

this time utilizing the USFWS Kodiak aircraft.  This turbine aircraft is used by the USFWS for 

winter waterfowl surveys, similar to the WDFW surveys performed utilizing a piston-powered 

DeHavilland Beaver.  These surveys, utilizing photographic methods pioneered by Specialist 

Evenson, will be used to create a correction factor for the type of aircraft used, as the noise 

footprint of the turbine is much less 

than a comparable piston aircraft 

and detectability of waterfowl 

would likely be significantly 

different.  Additional staff time was 

spent reviewing online training 

courses required to fly in the 

USFWS aircraft. 

 

DeHavilland Beaver used for 

WDFW winter marine waterfowl 

surveys       
 

 



Quest amphibious Kodiak used by 

the USFWS for aerial wildlife 

surveys 

Biologists DeBruyn and 

Yarborough and a biologist from 

the National Park Service put up 

13 motion sensitive cameras in 

The Ross lake Recreation Area in 

northeast Whatcom County to 

monitor trails for the presence of 

wolves. This is the fourth year of 

the project and so far four images 

of single wolves have been 

recorded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Terrell Creek Stream School Tour: Manager Kessler met onsite with the Nooksack Salmon 

Enhancement Association, which led a day of school tours of Terrell Creek and the Lake Terrell 

dam. The school kids performed water flow and water quality measurements in the creek.  

  

Terrell Creek Water Flows: Manager Kessler worked to keep water flowing in Terrell Creek 

for coho salmon. He opened the dam bypass 

water valve and allowed water to get adequate 

flow into the creek. After the heavy rains, the 

water levels of Lake Terrell rose enough that 

water was flowing out to keep Terrell Creek 

charged without using the bypass valve. 

 

Manager Kessler worked with Dave Heimer, 

our statewide weed coordinator, on a Dept. of 

Ecology invasive weed grant to begin work on 

controlling Eurasian milfoil that has become 

established in Lake Terrell. The grant will be 

used to write a vegetation management plan for 

Lake Terrell which will help secure further 

grant money for milfoil control efforts. 

 



Leque Island Alternatives Analysis and Design Project: Regional Wildlife and Habitat 

Program staff attended a meeting where Pacific Northwest National Laboratories (PNNL) 

presented results of the hydrodynamic model run for the six design alternatives at Leque Island 

and two design alternatives at the adjacent Stillaguamish Tribe site.  PNNL is currently 

compiling the results in a report that will be completed by mid-December.  Once completed, the 

report will be posted on the project webpage and WDFW will meet with the Stakeholder 

Committee in January to discuss the results. 

  

Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP): Projects Coordinator 

Brokaw, Skagit Wildlife Area Manager Rotton, and RD Everitt attended a Public Open House on 

November 5
th
 at Burlington City Hall, along with staff from Olympia and the Army Corps of 

Engineers.  Approximately 75 people attended the event and several took advantage of the 

opportunity to discuss PSNERP with staff and provided public comments on the project.  A 

public comment period associated with National Environmental Policy Act requirements is 

currently open and will close on November 24
th
.  More information on this process, the 

documents under review, and how to comment is available 

at:  http://pugetsoundnearshore.org/outreach.html.   

 

Approximately 75 people attended a 

public open house hosted by the Army 

Corps of Engineers and WDFW to learn 

about and provide comments on the Puget 

Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration 

Project (PSNERP) 

 

Barnaby Slough Floodplain 

Reconnection Project: Projects 

Coordinator Brokaw, Wildlife Area 

Manager Rotton, and staff from the Fish 

and Habitat Programs met with Skagit 

River Systems Cooperative (SRSC) and 

Seattle City Light to discuss modeling 

results for several design options under consideration that involve improving floodplain habitat 

in the Barnaby Slough vicinity on the Skagit River.  Each design option involves a varying 

degree of reconnecting the floodplain with the river.  WDFW and adjacent landowners will 

select the preferred alternative design within the next few months. 

  

Nooksack Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project: Projects Coordinator 

Brokaw, PSNERP Manager Theresa Mitchell, Wildlife Area Manager Kessler, and Habitat 

Biologist Ingram met with Whatcom County and Nooksack Tribe staff to discuss planning 

efforts for habitat restoration along the lower Nooksack River.  One of the eleven PSNERP 

projects involves restoration in the area, and the County and other local restoration groups are 

also considering several projects.  This meeting was a chance to coordinate the PSNERP and 

County efforts. 

 

http://pugetsoundnearshore.org/outreach.html


Cherry Valley Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm reports that much of the 

unit is under water from the recent rains we received. Some of the pheasants that would normally 

be released at the unit are going to the Stillwater and Crescent Lake units where drier conditions 

exist. Manager Boehm also responded to a request from Washington State DOT to have a 

number of tall trees near State HWY 203 removed, as they are concerned that the trees will fall 

onto the highway. Arborists from two local tree removal services visited the site to prepare 

estimates. 

 

Cherry Valley Unit of the Snoqualmie 

Wildlife Area, November 11, 2006 

 

Spencer Island Unit: The Snoqualmie 

Wildlife Area Manager met with two 

master hunter volunteers and a local Boy 

Scout to discuss an Eagle Scout project 

on the unit. The project will dismantle an 

existing duck blind that has been used as 

a homeless shelter, dumpster, and honey-

bucket over the past few years. Usable 

lumber will be used to repair a nearby 

boardwalk and construct benches that duck hunters can use while hunting. Garbage and debris 

will be removed from the site as well. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Waterfowl Program:  Natural Resource Specialist Meis and Natural Resource Tech Cosgrove 

checked and posted Game Reserve signs on the bayfront dike at the Fir Island Farms Reserve, 

posted Game Reserve signs along Francis Road at the Johnson/Debay's Slough Reserve, and 

placed three orange buoys across the channel of Deepwater Slough to better mark the boundary 

of the Skagit Estuary Game Reserve. Cosgrove checked the hunt field at the Johnson/Debay's 

Slough Reserve. Ducks have not begun to feed on barley or corn. Cosgrove monitored field 

conditions at the Leque Island unit. Small areas of barley and millet appear to have been fed on 

by ducks. Cosgrove monitored water levels and field conditions on the Samish unit. Ducks have 

been feeding at night for at least the past week. An evening observation on Wednesday showed 

tens of thousands of ducks coming in to the unit to feed. Cosgrove also observed a large flight of 

snow geese moving from the Samish Flats to Padilla Bay to roost for the night. 

Cosgrove monitored water conditions on the Island unit. Rain, increased river levels, and high 

tides have inundated all lower field areas on the Island. Ducks have yet to begin feeding at night 

in any great numbers. 

 

  



Snow Geese continue to arrive in 

large numbers on Fir Island ï Photo by 

Kim Chandler 

  

Pheasant Hunting Season: Manager 

Kessler and volunteers released a total 

of 420 pheasants throughout the week. 

Volunteers performed the releases on 

the Lake Terrell and Intalco release 

sites, while Manager Kessler 

performed the releases on the British 

Petroleum unit using an ATV. 

  

Tennant Lake Boardwalk Renovation Project: We have now secured the last permit for the 

Tennant Lake boardwalk renovation project. This RCO funded project will renovate the Tennant 

Lake raised wood boardwalk to make one section wheelchair accessible, and raise sections of the 

loop trail to keep it from flooding in the winter and spring. Our CAMP workers would like to 

start the project now, but due to the recent rising water levels, this may not be possible. The work 

may need to be postponed until next spring. 

  

Intalco Unit Oil Pipeline Repair Work:  Manager Kessler met onsite and coordinated with oil 

pipeline workers repairing a section of oil pipeline that runs through the Intalco unit. Kessler 

made and posted signs to warn hunters of the work, and to avoid the pipeline repair area. No 

problems occurred. 

 

Private Lands/Access Management 

 

Waterfowl Quality Hunt Site Preparation and Establishment: Technicians Otto and Deyo 

built, staged, and set up hunting blinds at sites across Skagit, Snohomish, and Whatcom 

Counties. They also posted parking lot posts/signs/survey boxes and surveyed all enrolled sites in 

Skagit, Snohomish, and Whatcom Counties for access/harvest conditions. Biologist Caldwell 

also submitted several Waterfowl Quality Hunt sites for approval. These sites should be huntable 

in the upcoming weeks. Biologist Caldwell met with a landowner to sign a Waterfowl Quality 

Hunt contract. This landowner contacted Biologist Caldwell about 20 acres of unharvested corn 

in the Conway area. Two Waterfowl Quality Hunt sites will be established at this location. Each 

hunting site will be enrolled in the Hunt by Reservation system. These sites should provide 

excellent hunting opportunities in 2014-2015. 

 

Pheasant Management: Technicians Otto and Deyo checked parking lot conditions on Private 

Lands Access pheasant release sites. Biologist Caldwell received a message from concerned 

hunters about hunting issues at pheasant release sites on Whidbey Island. Biologist Caldwell 

coordinated with District Law Enforcement staff to monitor particular areas where hunting 

concerns were reported.  

 

  



Access staff removed a dumped boat 

from the Fazon Lake access site in 

Whatcom County 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY 

ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY 

CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN 

OVERALL HIGH QUALITY  OF LIFE, 

AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management   

 

Region 4 2014 Hunts: Biologists continued to respond to multiple members of the hunting 

community inquiring about prospective hunting areas, regulations, GoHunt interactive mapping, 

and prospects for the upcoming hunting seasons.  Answers to many common hunt questions are 

found at the WDFW Hunting website: http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/regulations/ 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Island Unit: Natural Resource Specialist Meis and Natural Resource Tech Cosgrove compiles 

information to update the farm plan for the Island unit to include material costs and staff time 

associated with planting process.  Meis and Cosgrove assisted with a ferry operation to remove 

an excavator off the Island unit. 

 

Skagit Headquarters: Manager Rotton performed administrative duties, including lease renewal 

planning, updated budget tracking and planning, vendor payment, and monthly administrative 

reports. 

 

Cosgrove graded the entrance road and parking area at the Headquarters unit. Meis and Cosgrove 

fashioned a new sheer log (trash rack) out of a cedar log and placed it at the Wiley Slough tide 

gates. Meis and Cosgrove removed additional tree debris on the spur dike trail at the 

Headquarters unit following the last wind storm. Meis cut down alder seedlings around the boat 

launch parking lot area to maintain the dike structure.   

 

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area: Manager Brian Boehm continues to coordinate with WDFW Master 

Hunters and citizen volunteers to provide a pheasant release team. Manager Boehm states that 

coordinating efforts with Steve Dazey, the Region 4 Hunter Education and Volunteer 

Coordinator, has been a huge success. Manager Boehm also reports that the new John Deere 

tractor is scheduled for delivery this coming week. 

 

Hunter Education/Volunteer Coordination 

 

Hunter Education support: Hunter Education Coordinator Steven Dazey sent out new 

applicant packets to six hunter education instructor applicants and forwarded two new 

applications to Olympia. Coordinator Dazey also arranged for an instructor to return a surplus set 


