Wildlife Program
Week ofSeptember-84, 2014

LANDS DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Wildlife Areas

Methow Postfire Forest Management ProjectKat Kelly and local land management staff
performed a cultural resoursarvey of the proposed project area. Staff is also marking leave
trees and identifying hazard trees for removal.

Conservation Agreement:Jeff Burnham and other Lands staff met to work on portions of the
sagegrouse CCAA. Jeff reviewed literature and pomtls in connections with the CCAA.

SpartinaTechnical Advisory Group Meeting: Russ Nunez attended the meeting in South
Bend. Partners are making progress on second control passes through the bay. Some crews are
getting smaller because temporary staffaturning to college.

Spartina Crews: Weed crews treated small amount$Spfartina anglicaat North Leque,

Mystery 1|Isl and, Emrichdéds/ Davis Slough, and Tr
13 individualSpartina alternifloraplants in WillapaBay. Crews cut and bagged purple

loosestrife seed heads at Teal and Deepwater Sloughs on the Skagit Wildlife Area and moved

two Marshmasters by barge to the Island Unit for the cattail project. Two and a half acres of

cattail were crushed. Les Holcorabd Russ Nunez took Mike Sharpf (Fish Program Biologist)

to the Nemah River via airboat to gather salmon information. Russ and John Ennor transported

the Thurston County Weed Board crew to different sites on the Chehalis River to do Brazilian
elodea remeal. The County Crew travels by kayak, and our pipkand delivery greatly

increases their efficiency for certain reaches of the river.

¥ Marshmaster crushing invasive cattail at the
Skagit Wildlife Area.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL
| EXPERIENCES.

Water Access Areas
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Dingell Johnson (DJ) Final Performance

Report: Statewide Access Program

Coordinator Sherlock completed the annual performance report for the FY 2104 DJ Boating
Access AredMaintenance Contract with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Region One
office in Portland.



GOAL 4: MAINTAIN A HIGHLY SKILLED AND M OTIVATED WORKFORCE.

PDPs: Staff continues to complete and turn in PDPs.

SCIENCE DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE ANDPROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE
Agency Strategic Objectives

A. The ecological integrity of critical habitat and ecological systems is protected and restored.

B.Washingtondéds fish and wildlife diversity
managerant principles, established in the Conservation Initiative.

Joe Evenson and Scott Pearson arauthors on an article just published in Conservation
Biology:

VILCHIS, L. I., JOHNSON, C. K., EVENSON, J. R., PEARSON, S. F., BARRY, K. L.,
DAVIDSON, P., RAHAEL, M. G. and GAYDOS, J. K. (2014), Assessing Ecological
Correlates of Marine Bird Declines to Inform Marine Conservation. Conservation Biology. doi:
10.1111/cobi.12378

It is a free access article availablere
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12378/abstract?campaign=wolearlyview

Highlights:

1 The authors analyze lostgrm WDFW monitoring dataalong with data from Bird Studies
Canada and volunteets examine potential mechanisms underlying recent seabird declines
in the Salish Sea

1 We found that seabird species that rely on a diet of forage fish aridaarbreeders were
most likely to exhilt declines

1 We propose that changes in the availability of-ko@phic prey may be forcing wintering
range shifts of diving seabirds in the Salish Sea

Research Scientists Matt Vander Haegen and Mike Schraddeg with former WDFW
Biometricians Wa#xYing Chang and Shannon Knag@gve coauthors on a paper titled "Avian
Abundance and Reproductive Success in the Intermountain West: Local Scale Response to the
Conservation Reserve Program" accepted recently for publication in the Wildlife Society
Bulletin.

Vander Haegen, W. M., Schroeder, M. A, Chang, W. Y., and Knappy&n Abundance and
Reproductive Success in the Intermountain West: Local Scale Response to the Conservation
Reserve ProgramWildlife Society Bulletin. In Press


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12378/abstract?campaign=wolearlyview

ABSTRACT. Conversion of gtensive shrubsteppe communities to cropland has greatly reduced

the habitat available to grassland and sagebob$ibate birds in the Intermountain West

Washington State, approximately 600,000 ha of converted farmland have been planted to
perennialgrasses, forbs, and shrubs under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), currently
the largesscale effort creating perennial grassland habitat in this region. Fror22083we

sampled breeding birds and vegetation characteristics on 48 study site® an@kh native
shrubsteppe. We used generalized linear models to examine characteristics associated with avian
abundance and reproductive success. Abundance of shrubland and grassland birds was more
closely associated with site vegetation than either gemant (planting of native vs. exotic

grasses) or landscape factors with cover of shrubs the dominant parameter both for shrubland
(positive effect) and for grassland (negative effect) birds. Daily survival rate of 1377 nests was
equal to or greater in CRf&@mpared to shrubsteppe and was similar for CRP planted with native

vS. exotic grasses. Seasonal reproductive success (young/breeding pair) of 2 focal species,
Brewer s sparrow (Spizella breweri; n = 81 pa
sandwichens; n = 58), also was similar between CRP and native shrubsteppe. CRP has the
potential to significantly increase habitat available to shrubland and grassland birds in the
Intermountain West and to increase local populati@@ecause shrubs take signifinty longer

than herbaceous plants to achieve a size beneficial to birds, CRP grasslands with a well
developed sagebrush (Artemisia spp.) component should be viewed agerhomgvestment.

We recently published the following paper from cooperative wttk Portland General
Electric:

Watson, J. W., R. Marheine, and T. Fitzhenry. 2014. Focal Activity of Nesting Golden Eagles
near Unused Nests. Journal of Raptor Research 42284

ABSTRACT. Protection of nests used by Golden Eagles and applicatgpatél buffers that

minimize the effects of associated human activities are accepted conservation prabgces.

need to protect and buffer unused eagle nests is less clear. We analyzed intensity of use by 14
telemetered, adult Golden Eagles at usedusnuded nests relative to their entire home ranges in
eastern Washington and Oregon between 2005 and 2EBisity of eagle use in areas with

unused nests was variable, and typically less than that of used nests, but nearly all unused nests
were within ©re areas of eagle home ranges. Unused nests were indagireas of home

ranges even when they are separated (e.g., >1 km) from used nests and appeared to have been in
disuse for several yearé&t some unused nests it was unclear if eagles were atirbgt

preferred perches or flight conditions, or if their presence served a territorial furBgoause

eagles switched to nests up to 2.5 km from the used nest we were unable to identify nests that
would not benefit from protective buffering, and cam# that all unused nests merit protective
buffers.

For those who werenodot at the TWS meeting in P
oral papers were also recently published:

Watson, J. W. 2014. Ferruginous hawk recovery in Washington: @tiplicof potential limiting
factors. Northwestern Naturalist 95:151.



Albrecht, G., S. Burchardt, F. Koontz, and J. Watson. 2014. Taking raptor ecology of the shrub
steppe from the field to the zoo. Northwestern Naturalist 95:152.

C. Threatened and endangefesth and wildlife populations are recovered to healthy; self
sustaining levels.

Earlier this month Michael Schroeder (WDFW Research Scientist) attendedgreage
modelling meeting in Ft. Collins, Colorado. Mike was invited to participate with numerous
scientists from the western states, universities, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Erfsl the
Geological Survey (USGS).

Attendees included Sarah Converse (USGS), Amy Nicholas (USFWS), Dave Budeau (Oregon),
Dave Smith (USGS), David Pyke (USGS), Jeremy Maestras (NRCS), Mevin Hooten (Colorado
State University), Lara Juliusson (USFWS), Lief Wiechman (USFWS), Peter Coates (USGS)
Sharon BaructiMordo (TNC), Steve Knick (USGS), Steve Morey (USFWS), Kevin Doherty
(USFWS), Tom Remington (WAFWA), Brad Fedy (University of Waterloo), Tom Christiansen
(Wyoming), John Bradford (USGS), Dave Dahlgren (Utah State University), Dawn Davis
(USRWS), Pat Deibert (USFWS), Shawn Espinosa (Nevada), Jeffrey Evans (TNC), Douglas
Johnson (USGS), Cameron Aldridge (USGS), Dave Naugle (University of Montana), Catherine
Wightman (Montana), Jon Runge (Colorado), and San Stiver (WAFWA). Some of the modelling
topics included hierarchical occupancy, spatiabplicit relative abundance, ecological

minimums, population viability, life stage simulation, lek trends, integrated populations, energy
development, conifer mapping, cropland risk, agricultural convessienarios, climate change,
connectivity, and landscape genetics. This effort has a great deal of importance because of the
effort by the USFWS to decide on the federal conservation status efjsage by September

2015.

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D_1VISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Status Reviews for Tufted Puffins and Steller Sea Lion®Biologist Wiles completed fial
revisions for these report@and worked with Public Affairs stafb post the reports online and
prepare a presglease announcing the start of theird2y public review periodThe deadline
for comments from th public is December 11, 2014.

Wetland Habitat Restoration: Natural Resource Scientist Joe Buchanan organized a site visit
with Washington Department oigh and Wildlife WDFW) Environmental Engineers and
Department of Natural Resourc&\R) staff to assess recent erosion at the Kennedy Creek
Estuary Natural Area PreservRarticipants agreed that erosion was modifying portions of the
salt marsh and thabrrective actions likely were possibl8ubsequent actions will involve
WDFW Environmental Engineers, DNR managersd stakeholders.



Spotted Bat Information: Biologist Wiles worked with Research Biologist Salzer to provide
data on spotted bat locat®m Washington to Dr. Justina Ray witkildlife Conservation

Society Canada, who is preparing an updated account of the species for COSEWR@y

was seeking information on the status of spotted bats in the Washington counties bordering
British Columbato help assess how much, if any, transboundary movement and genetic
exchange might still becaurring in the BC population.

Butterfly Conservation Action Planning: The f i nal draft oyAcfloayl or 6s
Plan was completedl a y | o r &spot is theefocksef ongoing conservation efforts by

multiple WDFW Programs and Divisions within the Wildlife Prograiie document

incorporated meeting and written comments from managers, implementing district biologists,
division biologists, researclientists, and Habitat Program stafll actions in the plan are

prioritized and several outstandifghding needs were identified.

Lynx: Biologist Jeff Lewis and Listing and Recovery Section Manager Penny Becker led a
meeting of WDFW Wildlife Programiblogists/staff in discussing recent and current lynx
monitoring, research and recovery tasks, the outcomes of those efforts, and opportunities to
move lynx recovery forwardWe identified 5 takédhome messages/action items that will be
useful in improvingand refining our efforts to support lynx recovery in Washingtinese 5

items include: 1) a population viability assessment of the Okanogan and Kettle LMZs, 2) an
assessment of lynx monitoring approaches, strategies, and schedules, 3) reviewing habitat
management and forest plans to determine if new information can be incorporated to make them
more lynxfriendly, 4) determine how thiational Fish and Wildlife FoundatioNFWF)

Okanogan to Kettle Habitat Connectivity Project could contribute to lynweegpand 5) share
these ideas with partners and collaborators and explore how we can implement these actions
effectively.

South Puget Sound PrairiesBiologist Hays and Section Manager Wilkerson attended an

ACUB Partnership meeting with Army leadershap the nationwide Army Compatible Use

Buffer (ACUB) program to update them on the status of the conservationm®duth Puget

Sound PrairiesThe Army leadership was impressed with the breadth of the partnership and
commitment from the partners in theogram. In attendance were WDFW, WDNRgint Base
Lewis-McChord BLM), US Fish and Wildlife Servicd JSFWS, Natural Resource

Conservation ServicdNRCS), Wolf Haven and the Center for Natural Lands Management
(CNLM). There are 20 other ACUB programs nationwide and this one is uniquely delivering on
specific wildlife landscape restoration and recovery goals in addition to the acquisition
component that is presentafi cases.Over the course of 8 years, the partnership has secured
2100 acres of prairie lands and the ACUB program has contributed $16 million total, including
significant funds for an integrated restoration program that combines invasive plant control,
prescribed firg, and species reintroductiong/e visited two site$ Glacier Heritage and Violet
Prairiei aswell as the CNLM seed farm that is used as aic®for restoration planting$he
team was also briefed on titmenttspra&i¢ aorssenation Thur st
and their work to develop a Habitat Conservation Plan for multiple species tied to prairies by
Scott Clark, head of their Planning DepartmeRelated to this work, the ACUB partnership
received an exemption to the currbotn ban which is necessary to do restorative prescribed
burning during a critical time.



Priority Landscapes. Section Manager Wilkerson attended the quarterly meeting of the
Legislative Habitat and Recreational Lands Coordinating Forum and gave a gresantaur
emerging Priority Landscapes InitiativEeedback was positive, including interest on the part of
the Office of Farmland Preservation in having the concept presented at an upcoming meeting of
the State Conservation Commission.

GOAL 3: USE SAQJND BUSINESS PRACTI@ES, DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE.

Wildlife Diversity Advisory Council (WDAC): Division Manager Eric Gardner and Section
Managers Penny Becker and Cynthia Wilkerson attended a WDAC meeting in EllenSingey.

again the meeting/as well attended by Council membe#s.significant portion of the meeting

was spent receiving Subcommittee updates from members and reviewing and revising the
Council 6s Charter and a developing Work Pl an.
REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE-ISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Pre-hunt Deer Surveys:Biologist Lowe conducted deer composition surveys in the Bluestem
drainage of GMU 136, the Palouse River and Union Flat Creek in GMU 139, and the Hay area of
GMU 142. Biologist Atamianconducted deer composition surveys in the Mica Peak area of

GMU 127. A total of 162 whiteailed deer were observed, including 80 does, 53 fawns, 22
yearling bucks, and 7 mature bucks.
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Mule deer group in GMU 12 Little 4pt white-tailed deer in GMU 127



Field of white-tailed deer in GMU 127 in
foothills of Mica Peak.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY
ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL
HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND
DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER
SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Colville Public Meeting: Region 1 Wildlife Program Staff held an additional public meeting on
development of the new thrgrear package of hunting seasoii$is meeting was held in

Colville at the Ag/Trade Center on Wednesday evening, SeptemberTtithwas the seventh

of seven such meetings held around the state since AugustPilihc comments received at

the meetings and through a public survey will play an important role in shaping hunting seasons
and associated hunting regulations for 2Q¥5

Wildlife Areas

Asotin Creek Wildlife Area 1 Charley Creek Road: Natural Resources Technician David
Meisnertore down the old gate at the entrance to Charley Creek Road and began the process to
install a new oneThe new gate will also have a horse friendly gate for horseback ridexe

also hauled off a lot of old debris and other jackumulated near tlwdd gate.

Private Lands/Access

Public Hunting Season Meeting: Supervisor McCanna attended the Colville public hunting
season meeting and represented three different poS&ewsl attendanceas noted with good
comments.

Damage Complaints: Conflict Specialist Rasley continues to respond to several different
cougar, coyote, deesindelk damage complaints in District 3.

Pheasants Forever habitat planningBiologist Lewis met with the manager of the Whitman
Conservation District to discuss a projecthie Lacrosse area. The project will focus on
developing watering areas to try to discourage deer from crossing HWY 26 to get to a water
source. The Department of Transportation provided information to show over 100+ deer have
been hit in that area thisge An accident also occurred due to a driver swerving to miss a deer.
There is also discussion of installiadlashing deer sign on the highway to alert drivers. Lewis
will be meeting DOT soon to discuss the project further.



Wildlife Conflict: Natural Resource Worker Wade and Biologist Earl worked with Conflict
Specialist Rasley to address resident deer issues in the town of PoBeveyal deer have

taken up residence in the town and are beginning to cause extensive damage to gardens and
orchards. Wade and Rasley met with
Garfield County Officials and have &
devised a plan to help hazeett and move
them towards FeelrEe to Hunt properties 3%
just outside the townAs hunting season [
begins, this will help to lower numbers as
animals are harveste Conflict Rasley
will also be administering landowner
permits.

Deer staying in the town of Pomeroy

REGION 2

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Northern Leopard Frog Reintroduction Feasibility: Biologists E.Duvuvuei, O. Duvuvuei,
and Finger wrapped up Northern Leopard Frog DNA sampling, Chytrids swabbing, and
metamorph surveyingBiologist Finger entered data for 825 Northern Leopard Frog
observations, 325 DNA samples (138 in unit A, 118 in unit B, 11 in@nL2 in unit D, O in unit
E, 35in unit F, 11 in unit G), and 88 chytrids swaB#i.samples collected occurred within the
designated Northern Leopard Frog Management Area (NLFMA) despite survey efforts by
Finger, Dougherty, and E. Duvuvuei to covediéidnal areas on Potholes Reservoir such as the
West Arm and North Potholes Resernfénese data will be reviewed by E. Duvuvuei later next
week for finalization.Finger began working with Contract Specialist Bosydark to evaluate
the budget situatiobefore selecting samples to ship off for processing at the WSU genetics lab.
Finger and Duvuvuei produced GIS shapefiles indicating locations of noxious weeds for the fall
aerial herbicide application in the NLFMAote: During the recon effort in th&/est Arm
Finger observed what appears to be mosqwtoﬁsh in a new area of the Pdtmues.

=t ‘ | ‘8 _‘ B o U8 90 coordinated with District Fish

it R \ T\ Biologist Jackson to recon the area
in early-October for confirmation
and to check on distribution of the
species through theea.

Suspect mosquitofish collected in
the West Arm of Potholes Reservoir
T Photo by R. Finger



Typical wetland hab#t in the West Arm
during early fall, providing what appears to
be quality Leopard Frog metamorphabitat
for this time of yeali Photoby R. Finger

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL
AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Win chester Regulated Access Area
(WRAA) : Assistant Managers Cole and ' I .

Eidsonmoved equipment to the Winchester Regulated Access Area to begin preparing for the
upcoming waterfowl seasomccess roads, O&M roads, delivery ditch roads, a new east side
parking area, and the south half water conveyance channels were ntéiveecbnerns have

delayed the start of normal fall preparatory field work for both District Biologists and Wildlife
Area staff. Efforts will be coordinated to complete a substantial amount of work in a relatively
short time period.The WRAA is undergoing some a&hges in addition to the normal prep work

that include moving public access from the west side to the east side, and instituting a reservation
requirement for a select period to alleviate the early a.m. competition for parkingAsststant
Manager Eidon disassembled the old Winchester RAA parking area and moved the materials to
the site of the new parking area.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMERSERVICE

Wildlife Management

Environmental Education: Biologist Fitkin and USFS Biologist Rohrer led a North Cascades
Institute Course to conduct a snake count transect as part of National SnakeAweek.
enthusiastic group enjoyed a beautiful day in the Methow and we managed to scare up a half
dozen snakesdm three species on the hikie addition, we showed them some additional
captive specimens and
demonstrated rattlesnake
pit tagging. This is the
fourth year of the
class/survey and
participants are already
looking forward to next
year.

Western Racer Photo by
Scott Fitkin




Wildlife Areas

Carlton Complex Fire 1 Indian Dan Canyon Unit: Area Manager Dan Peterson provided

updated assessment of infrastructure losses to Construction Project Manager Anthony

Sanich. This coming week Anthony will be touring& ect ed wi |l dl i fe areads
staff. Dan also provided wage reimbursement information to Budget Analyst Lisa Nélatan.

in the week, Maintenance Mechanic Fidel Rios met Adam Corum, the shop teacher from
Bridgeport Hi gh Sc hasinterestirthaving hisslass sosstrugtibitrd Cor u mo
feeders to replace those lost in the fire.

Oh Great, Another Fire: To remind us that fire season is not yet over, Friday at 4:50am a fire
was reported on the Bridgeport unit immediately adjacent to BridgedbRoad. Douglas
County Fire District 3 responded, kept it contained to about 5 acres and prettaavetut by

the time DNR truck# 127 from Wenatchee arrived at 7:30am to take ®kiey. in turn handed it
off to the Entiat Hotshots who arrived18:30am. Habitat losses due to the fire itself were
fairly minor. A short section of fence was damagasi the firefighters had to cut it in three
places to gain accegdus three wood braces were burned and will nepthcementGiven the
locationright next to the road, the likeause, not surprisingly, is human

Bridgeport Hill Road Fire, September 12, 201%the 2012 Foster Creek & can be seen in the
background.

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman checked on the thinning contractors working in
Oak Creek in Section 17They are currently thinning in an overgrown clearddbst of the
trees are too large for ppmmmercial thinning so crews are onlyeatn knock small openings



into the stand (picture below) he plan will be to come back with a commercial harvest next
year. Huffman also worked with TNC _ ,\
Forester Dahlgreen on progress and plafsseEsge=i: 5
for the coming weeks. :

An example of the thinning for thé®ak
Creek Forest Restoration Project
currently being done in Section

17. Crews have created a small opening
in the foreground but in the background
you can see the tree density and size th&
is limiting the amount of work that can
be done.

Wildlife Mana gement

Ducks: Banding has concluded for the year in Franklin County with a record number of birds

captured.473 mallards were markebisyear Thi s i s a 23% increase ove
385. Adult birds comprised 14% (66/473) of the totAlimongthe adults, 79% were female and
21% weremaleAmong the 407 juvenile (Ahatch year o)

male. The large number of hatch year birds caught indicates strong local production of
mallards. In addition to mallards, 1 greeminged teal, 10 wood ducks, and 20 northern pintail
were marked.This is the first time that northern pintail have been captured in this area.

Aok g 2o . .
Loy '3;' Private lands Bio Stutzman and Access

Technician Kaelber, with assistance from Larry
Martin, a volunteerpanded ducks in Franklin
County for the last time this season. A total of
110 Mallards were banded along with 12 more
~ Pintails, which brings the total for the year to a
new-record 470 Mallards. The traps continued
= to catch Pintails and district wildlifeest
bandedaround 20 for the year.

After banding on Monday, Stutzman, Kaelber,

and Martin removed the duck traps from

Baillie and Mesa Lake WMA;:
ready for storage at theidimill Ranch WMA headquarters.

Colockum Bull Study: Biologist Moorepreformed ground searches for the VHF beacon of
another GPS collar that has failed to update. The VHF beacon was not found at its last known
location. This GPS collar has not updated for 20+ days. While out in thjsveoeee also

worked with Control Spealist Wetzel to search for wolf sign, since mukipeports have been
coming in.

Cooperative WDFW / Mule Deer Foundation Restoration ProjectBiologist Moore met with
Statewide RargEcologist Burnham to go over ecologic& slata tiedor the soil savey map



units in the area of interest. The ecological site data was not present for this area, but Moore
learned how to access and use these data for future projects. Restoration site selection will be
based on review of piiere aerial phtos.

Umtanum/Selah Butte Bighorn Sheep ProjectBiologist Moore worked with Idaho Bighorn
Sheep Specialist Frances Cassirer, Safari Club International volyategisur CWU interns to
perform a census of the collared ewes in Umtanum/Selah Butte. The objectiveefibtthizvas
focused on determining the lamb status for each collared ewe. Most of the animals were
observed, but a few wilave to be completed next week.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman spent a large part of the week trying to resolve
issues with the new ADA huntaccess road at Windy PoinA closed road on Clemans

Mountain in unit 342 was identifiedAssistant Manager Berry locked the gate Monday
afternoon and posted the AD hunter access siGadls started to come in from people who were
hunting the areaAll were supportive of the program, but upset the toad been closed during
archery seasonOne person using the road was an ADA hunter, so Huffman got him in contact
with Noyes, who issued a ADA road entry permit for the road during archery elk season
Huffmanthencoordinated getting him a key to the gaktuffman and Berry worked with
enforcement and the Yakima Construction Shop after it was discovered people were driving
around the gateThe Yakima Construction Shop came out the next day and placed barrier rock
to keep people from driving around theaegand the following day they reinforced the berms at
the end of the roadEnforcement also contacted and cited an individual for driving around the
gate onto the closed roa#iopefully things will go a little smoother from here on out.

Manager Huffmarcompleted updates to the Rock Creek Motorized trails NOVA proposal based
on RCO staff comments and comments from the technical review submitted into PRISM before
the deadline.

Manager Huffman participated in a conference call on shooting ranges onewildlif
areas.Huffman missed the original conference call because of a bad PIN code for the
conference call, but followed up the next day with Melinda Posner and Dave Whijhag.
developed a good plan to fully evaluate the Bear Canyon site to see ifjasl @ption to move
forward.



GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman spent most of a day checking out damage from
ORV use at a site on the North Fork Wenas Creek on the Rock CreekHuffiman toured the
area with Ron Rutherford who is organizing jeep users for a volunteer project on the

20", Huffman andRutherford came up witagood project to try and restrict access to the mud
holes and divert the spring water back into its natural chandkile in the area they contacted
an ar chery Thelhuhtersréperteccsaeng more deer and wild yarktean they

have seen in a long time, which is good news for both species.

Assistant Manager Berry cleaned out thi® truck and prepared it for use in the Naches
Sport s man 6s ObSatyrdayBerayrdrave the truck in the parade with volunteers
from the Wildlife Education Corp in the back (picture below).

Volunteers from the Oak Creek Wildlife

Education Corps preparing to ride in the

Naches Sportsmamns Days Par ade ov
, weekend

LT Murray Wildlife Area: The entire
. Murray staff worked with Kittitas Field and
g Stream Club members to improve the
#% Manastash Creek cabiThe crew cut, spljt

and stacked wood from a large tree that had
fallen next to the cabin, thinned encroaching small pinggaderench drain for the kitchen sink,
and pulled woody debris away from the cabin to reduce fire daigmager Winegeart wrote
firewood permits for the volunteers to take any wood left
after the cabinds wood sh

Tech Hill assists voluntes installing a French drain at
the Manastash cabin.

Manager Winegeart also met with Mule Deer Foundatio
members to finalize plans for their bitterbrush planting ’
project on October

with WDFW Real Estateds HE
a film crew that will shoot a WA State Lottery Commercial
on the Whiskey Dick this monthEarly next week Hunt
will assess how to accmgm
needs at the Corrals and Pumphouse access points.

crewbd



Wildlife Management

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received a call from a fisherman on the Columbia River north
of Richland who was watching an injured 5x5 mule deer buck on an island of thd heateer

had been shot by an archery hunter and found refuge on the closed ®iandformation was
passed on to local Enforcement personnel.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand spent time in elk area 3722 to monitor hunter participation in
the early atlerless seasonThree hunters were contacted in the field with one elk harvest and
two other groups were observed hunting in the vicinity.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitoretie harvest of DPP permits in Elk Area 37ZIwo
antlerless elk werkarvested this past week on DPP permits. Harvest giedaigust 1 opener
is 39 antlerless and 5 spike bull elk.

Wolf Activities: Night monitoring of the Teanaway pack occurred this week from Sept. 8
12. The pack continues to remain in the same locatiagyeneral, with new locations, all away
from a band of domestic shedjhe Swauk sheep lease band moved to Liberty on Thursday,
September 11The band plans to move to the Red Bridge area on September 12.

Range Rider McBride monitored wolves and motheglragbox to a new location near Cle
Elum. Preparations for fladry and biofence are underway in anticipation for a large band of
sheep muing into an area in Cle Elum.

Range Rider Johnson patrolled areas of the Teanaway Cattle Rmasadup is schededl for
October 15.

Biologist Moore, Specialist Wetzel, and Range Rider Ward continue to look for wolf sign in
areas where public reports, mostly from bowhunters, have placed wadligbt detection
efforts for wolves in areas with multiple reports anelerway.
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Other Activities: On September 8, Specialist
Wetzel and Officer Shawn Myers investigategh
a reported cattle depredation in the Wenas T o
valley. The evidence indicated that the steer; -e« 3} T

was killed by a cougar. "‘ 3



GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATI ON BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Hagan guided a tour of potential bidders for
construction of the north boundary fend¢agan provided maps, answered questions and
showed the contractors entry points to this 9.5 mile fence project.

Colockum staff continued to work @he new storage shed, preparing it for storage of herbicides
and signs.

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman worked with Michael Sanchez in HR to get the
Oak Creek Forester recruitment ottuffman also updated position descriptions and completed
HR action forms to start the process for hiring for winter feeding.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Buser met with Dave Miller from CAMP for the
final inspection of the utilities upgrade at the Windmill Ranch Unit.

Assistant Manager Buser mettiwhabitat biologist Ritter to discuss HPA requirements for
upcoming wildlife area projects. Buser atsmtinued to add water to wildlife area wetlands, and
worked with a local agricultural lessee to trim encroaching trees on a field border that has begun
to interfere with pivot irrigation operations.

Assistant Manager Buser spent a day working with a group of Kamiakin High School volunteers
to fix/clean 6 hunting blinds at Mesa Lake.

Maintenance of hunting blinds completed with the hat High School Volunteers

LT Murray Wildlife Area: Hunt and Tech Hill visited Section 15 of the new Gnat Flat parcels,
and located some sites on a spur road that Hunt had earlier identified as needing some erosion



control prior to fall rains and wintenews. The road e
(originally put in by Plum Creek Timber) is in a highly &
erodible soil site.Hill shoveled out and improved severa T
existing water bars, as well dgging some additional
ones.

REGION 4

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE
FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Swan Mortality and Morbidity Project: Biologist DeBruyn reviewed and edited a report on
resul ts of | asHighewnumbers of éwsans svererfpuhditanhgve perished from

lead poisoning last winter&n has beethe case recentl{peBruyn also checked on water levels

at Judson Lake to see if it was feasible to
harbor lead from historic shootindpeBruyn discussed the upcoming winter swan project with
cooper#ors and began to put an action plan together.

Bald Eagle ManagementBiologist DeBruyn responded to several questions about historic
eagle use areas that are in the process of being develdpedade a site visit on Samish Island
to insure a territorjiousing anest that had blown down has not been reoccupied.

Highway 20 Elk crossing project:Biologist DeBruyn installed a motion activated camera to
monitor the area where most elk/vehicle collisions occur on Highway 20 betweerVgedliey
and ConcreteThe camera uses cell phone technology to transmit images via the

internet. DeBruyn also discussed deer road crossing issues with the City of Bellingham in
responseo reports from citizens of multiple road kills near a greenbelt park in the city.

Lowland Pika Project Report: Assistant District Biologist Cyra continued assembling,
analyzing and presenting data for the completion report ofweytear lowland survey for
Pikas in the lower Stillaguamish Valleyield visits still need to be performeal quantify
habitat ad vegetation characteristics.

Wildlife Management Consultation/Permitting Requests; Municipal, Private Ultilities,

other: Biologist Anderson continued work with entities that are providing recommended
management consideration for urbaiidlife given construction or landse alteration

work. Most involve eagle nest location/activity status, osprey nest removal, heron management,
biodiversity areas and corridors, and big game use areas adjacent to the rural/exurban fringe of
King County. Many of these animals and habitat areas are, at times, incorporated into various
area municipal codesMore on WDFW Priority Habitat and Species Recommendations and how
WDFW provides assistance at the local and broader planning levels can be found here

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/



http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

Spring Bird Poisoning Event: Biologist Anderson received final assessment from the USGS

National Wildlife Health Center and WDFW Health staff regarding some American robins and
Dark-eyed juncos found dead all within the same aiidas happened this spring, in Marcht

that time,many facilities and property owneserea p pl yi ng vari ous product
and feedo weed kMahylofdhese coatairdvariowes compoundstleatrcan.have

toxicity to certain wildlife,e.qg. birdsif an acute exposure occurd.wasdetermined thaa

carbamatdased compounikely resulted in a localized lethal event in a handful of biids.

you put this on a lawrfor example, and insect eating bifdsageheavily directly afterthey

couldbe impactedOne can only speculat&eethe followingfor more information on concerns

of these compounds and their use around wildlife:

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/field_manual/chapter_39.pdf

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/mld/wlopcat.html

Learn how to reduce pesticide, insecticiaied fertilizer usé use the ecosystem to provide for
habitat and biological pest contiiolvia integrated st management practices:

http://wdfw.wa.qov/living/backyard/

http://watoxics.org/chemicalsf-concern/pesticide$/salmonlawsuit/salmoAawsuitalts

Wildlife Areas

Puget Sound Near shore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP)ojects Coordinator

Brokaw and Habitat Planner Theresa Mitchell met with Skagit FBystems Cooperative

(SRSC) staff to discuss next steps in the PSNERP process and projects on the PSNERP list with
involvement from SRSCThe Feasibility Study Phase of PSNERP is coming to a close and it

will culminate with a National Environmental Poliéyt (NEPA) review, which will likely

begin with a public comment period in October.

Fir Island Farm Water Quality Monitoring: Projects Coordinator Brokaw and the project
consultant downloaded data from each of the 14 water quality monitoring devices on th

site. The devices capture water level, temperature, and salinity readings every 15 mindtes year
round in drainage sloughs and groundwater wells near the future restoratiomtesa.

readings will be used as baseline data, so that after the restquatject is built, WDFW will be

able to monitor whether or not any of these parameters change over time.

Fir Island Farm Monitoring Grant Writing : TheProjects Coordinator received feedback on a
pre-proposal and an invitation to submit a full proposahmEstuary Salmon Restoration

Program (ESRP) for a grant to continue monitoring the Fir Island Farm site after the restoration
project. The full proposal for this grant is due in r@ttober.

Crescent Lake Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager BriaroBhm met with Werkhoven
Dairy to discuss the harvest plan for this season. Volunteers continued to finish installing
signboards and graded the parking areas in preparation for the hunting season.


http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/field_manual/chapter_39.pdf
http://www.nationalatlas.gov/mld/wlopcat.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/living/backyard/
http://watoxics.org/chemicals-of-concern/pesticides-1/salmon-lawsuit/salmon-lawsuit-alts

Ebey Island Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boa met with grazing lessee

Alexander to oversee the end of the cattle grazing on the Unit. Manager Boehm reports that the
cattle were removed by the 14th with the exception of a few strays. Additionally, Manager

Boehm met with Sn&alley Farms to discussalvest plans for the east lobe of the Unit.

Manager Boehm has also assembled an fiEbey | sl
that will coordinate release efforts at Ebey Island.

Cherry Valley Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm méhwrohning Dairy

to discuss harvest plans for the Unit. Corn is planned to be harvested between the 24th and 26th.
Additionally, Manager Boehm worked with volunteers to install a new service road gate and
traffic barrier posts in an effort to control veles from damaging ditches and service roads.

Stillwater Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm met with Frohning Dairy to
discuss harvest plans for the Unit. Corn is planned to be harvested between the 22nd and 24th.
Plans are set to keepifiters away from the harvesting equipmeng¢nsure a safe, quick harvest.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Bobcat sightings in local suburbiai interview: Biologist Anderson provided an interview to

the Woodinville Weekly regarding suburban bobcats, bobcat ecology, coexisting with hobcats
and just the fact of the matter that they are often around in the suburban/rural areas but due to
theirsec et i ve bi ol ogyFokerepdrizchséding &boleat in theaarly evening
and it created a local discussiohhe piece referring folks to WDFW Living with Bobcatsow

to coexist with these creatures and understand their fiabiiget to ome out. However, a great
picture of said bobcat can be found here:

http://www.nwnews.com/index.php/local/news/698therbobcatsightingin-woodinvile

Mountain Goat Sampling: Biologist _
DeBruyn measured and took samples |
from a male mountain goat that was
taken by the raffle winner near Mt.
Baker

Mountain Goat Skull, Note the annuli
(growth rings) clearly visible in the
frost of the right horn

Samish Unit Enhancement

Project: Projects Coordinator Brokaw
submitted final State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) materials to the
WDFW SEPA Coordinator for a draft determinatiddpon review, a draft Determination of



http://www.nwnews.com/index.php/local/news/6908-another-bobcat-sighting-in-woodinville

Non-Significance (DNS) was issuedhe materials are on the internet for review and comments
from the public at:http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/sepa/sepa_comment_docs.hTimé comment
period closes September™26

Skagit ESA Restoration and Waterfowl ManagementSkagit WDFW staff in the Wildlife

and Habitat Programs and Regional Director Everitt met to continue discussions regarding
upland waterfowl hunting opportunities and farmed forage management in the SkagiTte

team is developing a plan to continue providing these upland opportunities while also continuing
to support estuary restoration projects on WDFW laMikeen a draft of the plan is completed,

the team will present and discuss it with local dsiékeholders.

IslandUnit: Skagit Wil dlife Area staff diskeahd fi el ds
west end of the Barn field) on the Island Unit to disturb the vegetation to set back plant
succession and improve habitat waterfowl and sh@birds.

Fishing accessFishing access on the Samish River Unit has been very @isgook fishery is
in full swing and this site is one of the few public access points for fishing along the lower river.

British Petroleum & Intalco Hunting Access Manager Kessler coordinated with the land

manager at British Petroleum on current field conditions. One of the farmers who manage the
fields at BP has plowed up a large area for reseeding. This has had a big impact on the available
hunting area. Manager Kdssworked to minimize the impact.

Students from Lynden Christian High r

School spent a day performing -
community service work on the
wildlife area. Three parking areas, two
on the Nooksack Unit, and one on the
Tennant Lake Unit were worked on.
Garbage wagollected, brush was
cleared and grass weed whacked on
the sites. The students did an excelle
job.

ADA Wheelchair Accessible Hunting
Blind: Manager Kessler worked with a : S
Master Hunter volunteer to finish the ADA wheelchair acceSS|bIe hunting bllnd<atTL€HreII

Gravel was laid down and packed, a new door installed, and the path to the blind was widened.

Early Goose Hunting SeasonManager Kessler posted signs at Lake Terrell to prevent
recreational boating during the early goose season. Due torthg seather, many people

arrived hoping to fish from boats, kayad paddle board. Kessler had to contact many of them
who ignored the signs and headed out close to the hunting blinds being used. Despite the
disturbances, several goose hunters were ssftdan their hunts.


http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/sepa/sepa_comment_docs.html

Private Lands/AccessMlanagement

Pheasant Release Progranitechnicians Otto and Deyo constructed the parking lot at the Bow
Hill pheasant release site. Technicians Otto and Deyeased the size of the parking area and
spread more wood chips than previous years. A split rail fence was also installed bordering the
parking arealNatural Resource Specialist Greg Meis and Natural Resources Tech Curran
Cosgrove posted signs at Boullpheasant release site, installed parking lotsignd mowed

trails. Natural Resource Specialist Meis met with forestry company personnel about the logging
operation on the site during the hunting seastihA staff will modify site safety zone and

closed area signs where logging activity is to occur.

Technicians Otto and Deyo spreading wood chig Finished parking lot with split rail fening
at a pheasanrelease site in Skagit County and enlarged parking space

Waterfowl Quality Hunt Site Coordination and Management: Technicians Otto and Deyo
cut and bundled Reed Canary grass which will be used to conceal hunting blindscbsing
hunting season. They also surveyed all enrolled sites in Whatcom, SnohamiSkagit
Counties for access/harvest conditions.

Migratory Bird Enhancement Project Research:Biologist Caldwell researched, updatadd
incorporated maps, potential sitesd logistic costs into the 2014 Migratory Bird Enhancement
Project Proposal.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Tech Cogdal continued monitoring and maintaining temporary fencing in the Dely &we=a of
the Skagit Valley, as well as buildigence at a 130 acre property up the valley. Cogdal also
aided in the installation of a camera box on Hwy 20 to monitor elk crossings.



