Wildlife Program
Week ofAugust 3i August 9 2015

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Dirty Shirt Chronology: Supervisor McCanna updated the chronology of events and work
being done to prevent further depredations for this week. McCanna witheenid update the
chronology weekly.

Commissioner Contact:Supervisor McCanna was contacted by Commissioner Dashiell
regarding five cattle producers in the Huckleberry territory who have not been contacted. As the
collared wolf continues to move nortidditional producers need to be contacted. Staff were
notified of these producers and all have been contaetedpt onewith in person meetings

with some scheduled for next week.

Range Rider Direction: Biologist Shepherd and contract range ridersudised strategider an
area with wolf depredations the Colville National Forest

U.S. Air Force: Biologist Shepherd discussed wolf issémsan area with wolf depredations
the Colville National Forest that the survival school is using. A datesetaer a formal on base
discussion later in the month concerning habituation and issaréggy in wolf-occupied areas.

Livestock Producer Contacts:Biologist Shepherd talked with several grazing permit holders in
the Kettle Mountains and tidorth andSouth Chewelah Creeks the Colville National Forest.

Wolf Activity: Natural Resource Worker Weatherman spent time in Ferry County in a federal
grazing allotment looking for wolf sign. No sign was detected. Time was also spent in Stevens
County in the fderal grazing allotments east of Chewelah. No fresh wolf sign was detected.

Conference Calls:Biologist Shepherd participated in the monthly conflict conference call and a
call concerning data and equipment sharing with the public

WSU project: Biologist Shepherd and WSU employees talked about their project while
travelling on the Colville National Forest.

Wolf Monthly and Equipment Conference Call: Supervisor McCanna, Wilde Conflict
Specialist8ennett, ShepherandWetzel, Natural Resource Workerédatherman, and Regidn
Wildlife Program Manager Robinette participated in two conference calls to discuss wolf related
items. During the Monthly Wolf Conference Galpcoming trapping, a media tour, and regional
updates were provided. During a small graonference call the use of telemetry equipment for
landowners and their staffasdiscussed. Further involvement from internal staff will be

solicited fortheuse of telemetry equipment for landowners.



Wolf Monitoring Webpage: Biologist Earl worked witlcooperators to address issues with the
webpage.

Region 3 Wolf Activities

Conflict Specialist Wetzel andadRgerRiders McBride and Johnson monitored wolf activity near
cattle and sheep this weeWolf proximity to sheep has increased significantly theek.

Graduate student Spence contacted Conflict Specialist Wetzel with wolf telemetry locations and
cluster visit data.Spence is a tremendous help to the producer and WDFW in tracking wolf
movements and activity.

SCIENCE DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Sage GrouseMichael Schroeder (WDFW Research Scientist) estimated that the 2015 greater

sagegrouse population in Washington was 1004 birds (386 males counted on 27 lek complexes).

The estimate was about 3% heg than e estimate for 201Z& he slight increase followedur
straight years of declines (35% overall decline from 2010 to 2014). The decline appeared to be
largely a result of transition in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in Douglas County
(approximatelyl00,000 acres in various stages of conversion between 2010 and 2014). The
overall decline of saggrouse in Douglas County between 2010 and 2014 was estimated to be
about 47% (increase of about 2% in 2015).

OnJuly 13, 2015Michael Schroeder (WDFW Regeh Scientist) met with Jon Gallie (WDFW
Wildlife Biologist) and Michael Brown (Sage Grouse Initiative) in Wenatchee. The purpose of
the meeting was to talk about criteria for inclusion of properties in the Sage Grouse Initiative and
the writeup of the ifrared survey for leks in spring 2015. Results from the infregelanique

were very promising. fie technique discovered a saggeuse lekn Douglas County that was
previously not known. The results for 2015 contrasted from the results in April 1994 when
forwardlooking-infrared (FLIR) was used to unsuccessfully search for leks. The techniques have
clearly improved in the intervening 21 years.

The manuscript titled fiHabitat s-@busecand on by

S

Columbian shafpailed gr ouseo has been accepted for publ

Management. Michael Schroeder (WDFW Research Scientist) isatleor on the manuscript

along with Lisa Shipley (WSU), Jason Lowe (BLM), Michael Atamian (WDFW Wildlife
Biologist), andViark Swanson (WSU). The senior author is Kourtney Stonehouse who
conducted this research at the Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area for her M.S. degree at Washington
State University. The reseach was primarily funded by WD#R&/Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), and Washington State University (through Dr. Lisa Shipley).



REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Colville District Summer Deer SurveysDistrict Wildlife Biologist Dana Base teamed with
other agency ptners this week initiating summer deer counts on both traditional and
standardized survey transects within DisttictSo farfour of 20 survey routes to be covered this
month have been surveyeBoth whitetailed and mule deer were observed with cfasgions
made for doe, fawn, and buck daacludinganantler point categoryalong with age class on
bucks.

Deer observed on survey transects thisek



Blue Mountains Deer SurveysDistrict
Biologist Wik conducted two prseason deer
surveys durig the week.

A mature buckobserved during August
surveys

Wildlife Areas

WBLS & LCWA Habitat Improvement:
Wildlife Area Assistant Manager Daro Palm
assisted WDFW Forester Rod Pfeifle on
review and edits of the thinning preptions
for the LeClerc Crek Wildlife Areaproject this week WAAM Palmer then sent the
prescriptions out the district team for revieddditionally, Phase 1 of the West Branchtlat
Spokane ( Rust | eAreamojec wds mitiajedas\thel opetatorfbegan logging on
Thursday.

Private Lands

Lacrosse BadgersBiologist Lewis and Natural Resource Worker Clements conducted a site
visit to assess a report of excessive badger activity at a residence approXinetsiles

southwest of Lacrosse. Upon arrival Lewis andn@nts realized that there is a very large
amount of badger activity in the yard, driveway, and all around and under the buildings on the
property. Lewis and Clements located at least 15 holes that looked like active dens with fresh
digging and track with many, many more small diggings. Lew@ntacted WDFW Biologist
Lewis, whois doing badger researdlo make plans for documentation and data collection. Also,
plans will need to be made about the badgers in the yard and around the house.

Badgers at aesidence in the Lacrosse area



REGION 2

NO REPORT SUBMITTED

REGION 3
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman received a request from Becca Wasseltkéth
Mid-Columbia Fishees Enhancement Group (MCF) about possible short term pool
enhancement projects to benefit fish due to low flowsaffman checked out the lower section
of Oak Creekwhich has multiple pools from beaver dams but minimal shading and dOadr.
Creek was tapretty low flows but was actually higher than expectédluffman located about
four beaver dams in the first quarteile, finding them all abandoned and only abaog third
full of water. Each pool had dozens of S— : :
small Enetwo inch) fish with minimatfto
no cover or shadingAnother pool was
still full, which may be the one actively
being used by a beaveklCF may come
down this coming week to complete som
brush cutting to place in the creek for
added shading and cover.

Beaver pond o Oak Creek thais only
about one thirdfull and contains
numerous small fish

Wildlife Management

Duck Traps: District Biologist Fidorra,
Private Lands Bilmgist Stutzman, and
Technician Kaelber installed and baited
threeduck traps on the Sunnysi@&mnake
River Wildlife Area. Ducks have located
the bait and trapping will take place on the: Rl
Bailey Youth Ranch and Windmill Ranch i
sites from August to early September. A
fourth trap will be installed when ordered
material arrives in the coming week.

Stutzman and Kaelber stalling a duck
trap on SunnysideSnake River, WA




Bat Monitoring: District Biologist Fidorra pleed bat detectors at two sitesHranklin Cainty,
including a site along the Snake River. This began the third and final month of bat surveys for
the year.

Dove Banding:District Biologist Fidorra conducted mourning dove banding at the Ringold Fish
Hatchery one evening this week. Hatchery Specialist Roberts assisted with baiting efforts.
Trapping success increased just slightly this w&bkteennew bands we deployed. Tie ptal
amount ofdoves banded this year in District 4 is curred#y, including29 AHY (5F, 22M,

2U); 117 HY; 1 unknown age. Dove banding will continue through Autfbist

Dove Banding:Biologist Bernatowicz scouted for possible new dtapping locationsDoves
were located, but birds/acre of wheat was relatively [dvapping was attempted one evening at
the historic banding siteNo doveswere trappediue to hawk activity.The annual total is 151
with 60 adults and 91 Hatgjear hirds banded.

Western Gray Squirrel: Biologist Bernatowicz checked tubes fomir transects. Navestern
gray squirrehairwasfound. This was the last check of tfeur transects and tubes were pulled.

Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Bernatowicz took paim a conference call to the Bighorn/Domestic
Sheep risk of contact model with other WDFW Bighorn Sheep Managers and the US Forest
Service ConsultantBiologist Moore did an excellent job of g@nting the model and

inputs. Risk outputs can change sigodintly depending on how the model is run and values
entered. There was a good discussion on elk fences and sub herds (Rock Creek) vs entire
(Clemans). A decision was made lmow to run the model that bd#s bighorn sheep biology.
The outputs are a rougistimate of predicting the probability of bighorn sheep dispersing into
domestic sheep allotments during the grazing season.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Wenas Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Taylean GPS iran area at the elk fence entrance of
the Buffalo River Road fathe possiblecreation of a parking area. Manager Confer Morris will
createashapfei | e f or BPAOGS

Compliance stdffor cultural resource review.

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Assistant Managerfae e o~ i
Berry constructed a new gate for the elk fendg &, = = ® TR S, 3
at Waterworks Canyon TraiBerry and R ;. :
Forester Mackey installed the new gate and | -
removed the old wood gate.

Assistant Manager Berry showg off the new
gate installed on Waterworks Canyon Trail
on Clemans Mountain




Wildlife Management

Hunting Prospects:District Biologist Fidorra worked on updating thésbict 4 Hunting
Prospects and Status and Adeeports and will complete revisionsttiese documents by their
due dates next week.

DPP Permits: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitoretie harvest of DPP permits in Elk
Area 3721. Four antlerless and one spike bull elk were reported harvested thiS ota¢k.
harvest for the current prit season is 11 antlerless dne spike bull elk.

Elk Hunting Prospectus: Biologist Moore reviewed data collected during the Yakima Elk

Study to determine the mean starting date and duration of the annual elk fall migration. Moore
began working withdcation data from the study to devebbgeneral home range illustration for

each PMU. These products havendét been compl et
software involved.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HI GH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant
Manager Hagan coordinated with Jennife
Andreas at WSU Cooperative Extension {
receive more biological weed control
inseds. This shipment i€yphocleonus
achatesa diffuse knapweed root weevil.
Hagan received the insects late in the we
and released them over the weekent;esi
they are highly perishable.

An example of Cyphocleonuse achajes
diffuse knapweed root weév

1595804

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris and Assistant Manager Taylor completed
litigation information checklists and providédtemto ATG Engle, as requested, on the
Cottonwood #2 fire claim.

Loose HorsesWildlife area staffiverecontacted by theegional office regarding several calls

about two horses being loose in the Sheep Company area of the wildlife area. Assistant Manager
Taylor was able to locate the animals and make contact with the owner regarding their removal.
He also followed up withree of the neighbors and Officer Myers. One of the animals is a stud
donkey that gets aggressive towards other animals. This is not the first time these animals have
been out orthewildlife area.



Access Program:NaturalResourceNorker2 Barbosa discovedean abandadvehicle in the

tunnel at our Wapato Dam access area. He call
that the vehicle had been involved in a tribal police chase. A deputy arrived at the site and

advised him to have it towed.

Abandoned vehicle at Wapato Dam He squeezed around the closed gate

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman and Forester Mackey met with staff from the
OkanogarAWenatchee National Forest about developing a Cooperative Road Management
Agreement for roads in our checkerboard ownersBipth Forest Service stafiembersare new

to their positiors, so they wanted to discuss the agreement and see some of the roads in the area.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom coordinated with Dave Heimer on availability

of the Marsh Master rentaManager Bjornstrom wlilbe using the rental for two weeks for
wetland managemenOne week will be allocated to the west side of the complex and one week
will be allocated to the east side of the compl€ke goal is to provide open water for the
upcoming waterfowl seasonsaneas that have been degrading due to encroachment by narrow
leaf cattail and other undesirable vegetation.

Duck Stamp Projects:Manager Bjornstrom coordinated with Ducks Unlimited on upcoming

Duck Stamp projects to be completed this fall/lwinfBhema n f ocus of thi s yea
be on the WBLO Wasteway UnitDucks Unlimited will be evaluating seasonal water flows and
impoundment designs for Phase 1 of a rrltiase projectVegetation management is needed in

order to provide an environmeednducive to accurate data collection.

Pheasant ReleasdVaturalResourceNorker2 Nnanabu helped Assistant Manager Sak release
pheasant chicks on the wildlife area.

Sunnyside Headquarters Unit:Assistant Manager Sak worked on an electrical problem with
one of the Sunnyside Headquag Unit pivots.Due to the aimpg infrastructurereplacement
parts are becoming more difficult to find@he pivot is in line for replacement in the near future.



Wildlife Management

Hanford Site Projects: District Biologist Fidorra met with staff from the Department of Energy
(DOE) and Mission Support Allianc@SA) biologists to discuss monitoring and collaboration
on projects on the DOE Hanford Sitedéira completed a tour of theéesto observe sensitive
species loations and to compare sagebrush condstinfburned and unburned areas. The
meeting and tour assisted in maintaining a positive working relationship with DOE and MSA,
who are eager to collaborate on future projects.

Dead Crow: District Biologist Fidorraretrieved a dead crow from a Benton County location and
coordinated with the USGS National Wildlife Health Center for disease testing. This carcass,
along withtwo other dead crows collected in July, was processed, packaged, and will be shipped
Monday.

Rattlesnake Mountain Wheat Damage Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand evaluated wheat

damage to two fields on Rattlesnake Mountamly minor trailing, bedding, and foraging was
observed and no damage claim will be madéeat harvest was completed eahistpast week

and although most fields experienced some damage, overall damage was less than in previous
years. Several factors contributing to less damage include: harvest almost one month earlier than
normal, additional hunting pressure by damage gerrand fewer crops bordering the Hanford

site.

CCAA Meeting in Ellensburg: Private Lands Biologist Stutzman attended the latest CCAA
meeting in Ellensburgvhere a few lingering issues were hashed out. Personnel from various
state and federal agenciesre/én attendance alongtiv several private landowners.

Elk Hazing: Conflict SpecialistWetzel was contacted by a concerned cattle operator at Taneum
Creek. He has been using a hay field to graze cattle and elk have been breaking the electric
fences enténg and leaving the fieldThe elk use the creek to get through the elk fence to this
field. Conflict SpecialistWetzel set up an emergency fence in the creek area to hopefully control
elk for the nexthreeweeks until the cattle are movedhe fenceallows fish movement with

100 open sqasarwelmeXdsome 2i0mg xi n the main curre



Creek bed opening used by elk to access  Temporary emergency fence to control e
crop area movement at Taneum Creek

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman coordinated with Bliountains Wildlife Area
staff to extend the positon of a career season#hewildlife area into a full time

position. NaturalResourceNorker2 Steveson workedt Oak Creek last year for winter feeding
and currently works fomine months at the Blue Mountaias a career season&teveson will
now transfer up to Oak Creek fihreemonths to assist with winter feeding, allowing some
consistency in the positoma saving time with recruiting each yeakn updated PD and HR
Action Form were submitted tos&istanDirector Pamplin for approval.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom, Assistant Managers Sak and Buseura
ResourceTechnician2 Kaelber, ad NaturalResourcéeNorker2 Nnanabu attended the Region 3
Directords Meeti ng anAbsistaat Manager&Sakavasaecalrszeddfa r e mo n
meritorious service by Assistant Director Pamplin and awarded a Leatherman Multipurpose Tool

for his efforts Assistant Manager Buser and Manager Bjornstrom were recognized, as part of a
team, for their contributions to land management efforts at the Ringold Springs Hatchery.

Vehicle Exchange:Assistant Manager Sak cleaned out the Ford truck and deliveced it t

Olympia in exchange for a new wildlife area trudkie exchange was requested by Business
Operations Manager Miller in order to rotate out high mileage vehicles from the fleet.
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REGION 4
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildli fe Management

Species of Greatest Conservation Need®istrict 13 staff surveyed neferry islands in the
northern San Juan archipelago for potential habitat for ¢hdegl snakes and Shaw Island
voles. Locations needing further investigation were fdendboth species on several

islands. While surveyinga pelagic cormorant colony and eregrine falcon eyrie were both
located for the first time in several years. Biologist Milner worked with landowners to plan
trapping and habitat assessments for Slséamd voles and shattpiled snakes on Guemes
Island.

A pelagic cormorant colon in the A peregrine falcon eyrie adjacent the

northern Puget SoundThis colony has pelagic cormorant colonyThis eyrie has

not been observed active for several year. also not been observed active for many
years.

North Cascades Elk Herd Plan:Biologist Yarborough
completed the first draft of the North Cascades elk hergi
plan. This plan will guide management of the elk herd fg@
the next five years. The dtafill now be circulated for
WDFW internal revision.

Biologist Yarborough responded to numerous reports @
a roadkill elk on SR 20WDFW continues to collect
important information such as sex, age, milepost
number, etc. related to roadkill.

Bald Eagle, Heron Colony, Osprey Nest and @er
Species of Concern and Protected Wildlife
Management: Biologist Anderson provided state
consultation for Endangered, Threaterteensitive and
Protected speciesicluding various Priont or Species of
Concern needs. T&imost oftenincludesnest take

11



authorization and/or habitat consideration recommendatigiost inquiries revolved around

bald eagle management or osprey nest removal management and permit requests. One can assist
WDFW with documenting wildlife via repoing at aur Wildlife Observation Website at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/viewing/observations/

New Urban Peregrine Falcon Eyriei SR 520 Bridge:Biologist Anderson was notified by a
cadre of urban peregriveatchers and local researchezgarding a new (and latest to date)
peregrine eyrie on the west high rise of the SR 520 Bridgere are two chicksOne jumped

too soon during SeaFaif.he other is weakly trying to work wingg.hese are the latest dat

eyrie urban peregrine chicks in the greater Seattle area since folks have been watching them
reoccupy sites, including setting up shop on the multiple bridges and buildings in Seattle. There
appears, thus far, to only be one ad#itrther
observatio is needed to confirm if a female is
elsewhere or was perhaps lost some time after chicks
started thermoregulatiorso far only the banded

male from the old First Avenue South Bridge and
Homer Hadley (west high rise ¢BD) territory has

| been observetlin his new throne.

One of two young peregrine falcons off tf&R 520
Bridgei Photo by M. Muller

Common Loon End of Year Survey: Biologist
Anderson toured the known sites WDFW has
monitored in Dstrict 12 this summer fathefinal

status of chicksAll chicks were present aradenow

old enough that depredation is unlikelfjhis year,
District 12 has produced at ledste loon chicks

with three known tertories still unknown, so there may evenrbere success It was adecent
year for this locastate listed speciedNow these young justneedtomake t hr ough t hei
year s o, Yearuor soiancthefcome back to this area, establish a territory, find a mate
and join the resident breeding population. More on loon managemeis @ffovA can be found
on the WDFW website dtttp://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/loons/

Bald Eagle ManagementBiologist Milner attended a meeting with USFWS to begin

discussions about understandingtheot agency 6s wor kl oads and find
streamline work issues, serve the public irggrand stay in alignment witlederal rules and

laws.

Marine Waterfowl Molting Surveys: District 13 staff met with Olympia and Region 6 staff to
discusgiming, equipment needs, and survey routes in preparation for this late summer survey to
identify molting areas for scoters in Puget SouHijh density areas will be revisited to obtain
more precise information on species/sex distribution for poterge&ln molting captures and
banding next year.

12
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Wildlife Areas

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager I e
Brian Boehm discovered a trash s

dump site on the Ebey Island Unit
that was cleaned up by a Departmen
of Ecologywork crew in the area

Cherry Valley Unit: Snoqualmie
Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm
trained a Master Hunter volunteer wh
will provide nursery irrigation for the
remainder of the summer. The native
plant nursery was started as an Eaglg
Scoutproject two years agd he
plants will be used to repiaareas that

were overtaken by invasive vegetation. The first batch will be planted at Spencer Island later this

year.

Puget Sound Nearshore Ecostam Restoration Project (PSNERP):Projects Coordinator
Brokaw participated in two conference calls with R staff to discughienext steps of the

project. PSNERP staff are preparing for outreach activities that will take place over the course

of the next year for projects on the PSNERRP list in RegioMdre informaion on PSNERP is
available atvww.pugetsoundnearshore.org

Private Lands/AccesdMlanagement

Avian Influenza Sampling: Natural Resource Technicians Deyo and Otto assisted District 13

Wildlife Program staff by capturing and sampling waterfawiWhatcom and Skagibunties.
The technicians sampled a total g
20 specimens, which included
mallards and wood ducks. The
team submitted the samples to th
Washington State University Lab
in Pullman.

Twenty waterfowl specimens
were processed for avian
influenza
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GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

District 12 VashonHunt Outreach: Biologists Anderson and Caldwell toured Vashon and
Maury islands to examinagublic hunting areas, discuss damage with some complainants, and
examine private lands opportunity.

Wildlife Areas

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager
Brian Boehm received 345 pheasant
from the Centralia facility this week.
The net pen was ready for aoti, .
thanks to two dedicated volunteers wh@iss
worked at thenet pen throughout the
summer.

Samish RiverUnit Wetland
Restoration Project: Projects
Coordinator Brokaw sent permit
information to the Capital Asset
Management Program (CAMP) in
preparation for géing a construction
crew scheduled to begin workle also
worked with fiscal office staff on entering a contract amendment and spending plans for the
project agreement with the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Samish Unit Enhancement ProjectPrgects Coordinator Brokaw checked in with Ducks
Unlimited staff to get an update on the status of beginning construdtiensite has been staked
for the contractor to begin construction as early as next week.

Island Unit: Manager Rotton attended a megtiwith Regional Manager Bob Everett, Regional
Wildlife Program Manager Russell Link, Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Larry Carpemigr
Island Unit volunteers regarding the progress and funding status of the Island tiriéd
Tidegate repair projectThe rext steps will be focused on completing the permitting process and
securing full project fundingMeis assisted with the ferrying of equipment and material to mow
sections of the Island Unit fields, rebuttte footbridge and transfer the WDFW Vée Crew

marsh master to control cattails around the Island Unit. Cosgrove spent two days mowing low
areas on the Island Unit with the John Deere 5300 and-baghAreas were overgrown with

reed canary grass, various spike rushes, and cattail. Mowireyahesss will improve habitat for
waterbirds this winter and allow for éar areas of open sheet water. It will alsgprove

waterbird use and hunting opportunities.
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Western WashingtonPheasant Releasefhe Skagit Wildlife Area received an early shipment
of pheasarstfrom the Game FarmThe hot dry summer this year has put an added level of
stress on the pheasanAll of the Region 4 Wildlife Areas have accepted early shipments to
provide cooler and less crowded conditionstfar birds.

Lummi | sland Unit Hiking Trail Overlook: Manager Kessler traveled to and checked out the
hiking trai overlook on the Lummi Island it. He reinstalled the interpretive materials sign box
cover that he had refurbished back to
new condition. In the bgxhe installed
new interpretive materials on native balg
habitats like what the hiking trail
overlook consists of.

WDFW overlook on Lummi Island

Intalco Unit Archery Course: Manager
Kessler coordinated with the Custer
Sportsmenés Club D
the archery rage on the Intalco hit. They discussed past and present eyants how best to
promote the archery range to the public. All archery events for this year are completed. Next year
there are four archery events scheduled.

Private Lands/AccessMlanagement

Paul Dahmer, Russ Link, Steve
Sherlock, Clay Sprague, and Derek
Hacker met to discusthe needed
improvement to WDFW Fishing Pier
86 locatedm Seattle

15



Boardwal k on WDFWb6s Pine

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY,
PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINT AIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF
LIFE, AND DELIVER HI GH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Conflict Management

Wildlife Conflict Management: Wildlife Conflict
Specialist Witman responded to a WILDCOMM
notification regarding elk damage in Skagit County.
After speaking with the reporting party, Witman
learned that the person has had ongoing property
damage from elk. Natural Resource Technician
Cogdal responded to the property and documented
the damage. Cogdal installed electric fencing
around the damaged arto protect any undamaged
property. The following day the fence was found
torn down and the elk had-emtered the area. As a
follow up, additional fencing and audible deterrents
have been installed. Witman responded to Friday
Harbor on San Juan Islamalassess an ongoing
deer damage complainT.he landowner has an
apple orchard and rhododendron farm that has been
experiencing ongoing damage from deafter

consulting with the landowner, the landowner has agreed to fence the critical areas of their
farming operation. Witman is assisting the landowner with fencing designs and cost estimates.
Wildlife Conflict Supervisor Caldwell responded to Vashon and Whidbey Islands for two deer
Supervisor Catlmadel | assess
recommendations to mitigate future damage. Follow up meetings will be held in the upcoming
weeks to discuss Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements on their private lands. Witman
began preparing several Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreemesiksrédated damage in

damage compl aints.

Skagit County.

Elk and Deer DamageBiologist Smith responded to calls from residents of King County
regarding elk and deer damad@amage occurred to a variety of crops, gardand

infrastructure (fences). Smith coordinated Mgter Hunter volunteers to assist a landowner with
brush removal and maintenance to an existing electric fé®wwith also coordinated placing

South Sound Master Hunter elk permit holders on properties with ongoing crop damage in the

Snoqualmie Valley.
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