
Wildlife Program  
Week of February 2-8, 2015 
 

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION  

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Commission Presentations on Tufted Puffins and Steller Sea Lions: Acting Diversity 

Division Manager Penny Becker and Biologist Wiles gave presentations to the Washington Fish 

and Wildlife Commission regarding the Departmentôs recommendation to add tufted puffins to 

the state endangered species list and its recommendation to remove Steller sea lions from the 

state threatened list.  The Commission will make final decisions on both proposals at their next 

meeting, which will be held in Moses Lake on March 20-21. 

 

Lynx: Biologist Jeff Lewis and Acting Diversity Division Manager Penny Becker drafted and 

submitted agency comments to the USFWS for their five-year status update for the lynx.  Input 

for comments was provided during an internal WDFW meeting to discuss priorities for lynx 

conservation and during an interagency meeting held during the Wildlinks Conference in 

November of 2014.  Carnivore Biologist Ben Maletzke (Game Division) and District Biologist 

Dana Base provided additional input for comments on habitat status, threats, survey results, and 

recovery actions. 

 

Fisher: Biologist Jeff Lewis, Acting Diversity Division Manager Penny Becker, and Acting 

Deputy Assistant Director Eric Gardner submitted WDFWôs comments to the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service on the Serviceôs proposed rule to list the fisher as a threatened species in all or 

part of its west coast range and the Serviceôs species report for the fisher.  Forest Habitats 

Section Manager Terry Jackson and Biologist Gary Bell provided comments from the Habitat 

Program.  In our comments, we provided reasoning for why WDFWôs (and their partnerôs) 

ongoing fisher recovery project could preclude the need to list in Washington as well as our 

reasoning on how Washington could be excluded from a listed distinct population segment 

without slowing recovery.  Contact Jeff Lewis if you are interested in receiving these agency 

comments. 

 

Sage Grouse CCAA Workshops: Acting Diversity Division Manager Becker, Section Manager 

Wilkerson, and several WDFW staff from Regions 1, 2, and 3 co-hosted two workshops on the 

developing Sage Grouse Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (Sage Grouse 

CCAA) with various farmers and ranchers and representatives of the Washington Cattlemenôs 

Association.  The meetings were held in Creston on January 26
th
 (about 30 attendees) and 

Ellensburg on January 29
th 

(about 15 attendees).  Communication was productive and we are 

incorporating the ideas and input into the next round of the Template for the Sage Grouse 

CCAA. 

 

 

  



Processing a bighorn ewe under the cover 

of one of the hay barns acquired on the 4-

0 Ranch Wildlife Area 

A couple of motivated happy WDFW 

employees: Corrie Thorne-Hadley and Jeff 

Wade 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Bighorn sheep capture: Biologists Wik, Vekasy, Fortin, Woodall, Dingman, Dice, Thorne 

Hadley, Wade, and Cassirer (IDFG) coordinated and implemented a helicopter capture of 24 

bighorn sheep along the Grande Ronde.  Other department employees from Lands, Fish, and 

Habitat provided valuable assistance in implementing our second capture within a 

month.  Captures occurred at four sites along the Grande Ronde River between Shumaker and 

Troy, Oregon.  Disease surveillance sampling and collaring were the primary goals of the 

capture. 

 

Golden Eagles: ADB Vekasy assisted Research Biologist Watson 

with trapping a resident adult male golden eagle on the Wooten 

WLA.  Blood samples were taken and are being analyzed for lead 

exposure, and we placed a GMS transmitter on the bird, which 

gives us two radio-tagged males in adjacent territories. 

 

A golden eagle caught in the Tucannon 

 

  



St John Moose: Biologist Lewis assisted supervisor 

McCanna with hazing a young bull moose that had 

taken up residence in St John. The moose was hazed 

two different days and was very resistant to leaving 

town.  Supervisor McCanna, Officer King, and 

volunteer Weitze spent Saturday morning hazing the 

moose, which again did not want to leave 

town.  McCanna will meet with the St. John City 

Council Monday evening to present options for the 

moose. 

 

Moose in front yard, St. John 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

(CREP) Expansion: Biologist Earl submitted a letter 

to the Washington State Conservation Committee to 

expand the range of the CREP practices in Garfield County (2.5 miles up Tatman Creek from the 

confluence with Pataha Creek and 1.8 miles up Linville Gulch from the confluence with Tatman 

Creek).  The expansion of the practices available through CREP would result in more riparian 

forested habitat in the county, which would be a direct benefit to the wildlife species in the 

area.  This increased opportunity for riparian habitat restoration would align directly with 

WDFWôs goals for habitat restoration on private lands in Garfield County. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

SCWA Barn: WAAM Palmer spent a majority of the week dealing with the barn at the Sherman 

Creek WLA headquarters.  This barn was built circa 1900, but was moved to its current location 

due to the filling of Lake Roosevelt.  It is the only remaining building of the Kallstrom 

farm.  Palmer has been moving equipment and supplies, which have accumulated in the barn 

since the state purchased it as part of the wildlife area in the late 1940s, in order to determine the 

extent of framing damage due to a leaky roof 

and drainage issues.  The intent is to replace 

necessary framing and the roofing before the 

snow starts falling next winter.  Palmer is 

also taking inventory of supplies no longer 

needed at SCWA to be offered up to other 

wildlife areas.  
 

The east side of the barn roof has no 

obvious issues and will likely only need new 

strip sheathing and roofing 



Notice the sag to the roof on this 

west side of the barn.  New posts will 

need to be set to level the eave and 

dirt work to re-contour the ground 

and provide proper drainage away 

from the barn. 

 

Winter Conditions 

 

District Biologists 

 

District 1: A weird week:  Whereas a 

year ago in 2014 most of the winterôs 

snow in NE Washington did not fall 

until February, this winter the 

precipitation in February has turned wholly to rain even in higher elevations well above the 

valley bottoms.  As of mid-week, valley temperatures were as high as the low 50s (degrees F) 

and rain was falling daily. These conditions are much more consistent with March than 

February.  Today, February 6
th
 , the 49 degrees North Ski Resort still reports 28 inches of snow 

on the ground at the lodge (probably very soggy snow) and 48 inches on the summit of 

Chewelah Mountain (elevation = 5,773 feet)  where rain is also currently falling. 

 

District 2: Weather in District 2 included very mild temperatures reaching the 50s, with heavy 

fog and rain throughout most of the week. 

 

District 3: Warm and wet conditions prevailed through much of the week.  Significant 

precipitation occurred on multiple days during the week, as well as record highs.    

 

Private Lands 

 

District 1: Weather during the early part of the week was cool and foggy, with some snow 

flurries. High temperatures ranged from the low to upper 30s. Weather later in the week turned to 

rain and unseasonably warm temperatures in the 40s. 

 

District 2: Daytime temperatures in low-40s to mid-50s with nighttime temperatures in the mid-

30s with light to steady rain several days this week. 

 

District 3: It was windy and drizzling rain most of the week with daytime temperatures in the 

50s and nighttime temperatures in the upper 30s.   

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Swanson Lakes: Swanson Lakes: Mostly rainy or cloudy, but some sun on occasion, especially 

on Saturday. Very warm this week, with highs into the mid-50s. No snow cover. 

 



Blue Mountains: Warm and wet for 

the week.  Snow levels are extremely 

low in the Blue Mountains.  While 

up on the Mountain Road, AWAM 

Dingman drove out to Rose Springs 

Sno-Park to look at snow levels (or 

lack thereof). 

 

Rose Springs Sno-Park on February 

3, 2015.  The picture pretty much 

sums up snow conditions in the 

Blue Mountains ï dismal!  On a 

normal year there should be 2 ï 4 

feet of snow at this location. The 

road closed sign marks the 

beginning of the groomed 

snowmobile trail. 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Raptor Banding: Biologists Atamian and Lowe banded a 

female goshawk for a Master falconer.  

 

Female goshawk 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

WOLVES: Nothing to report 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH 

AND WILDIFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Eagle Research: Research Scientist Watson has ended the 

offal monitoring season since eagles are changing behavior 

and starting to focus on the breeding season.  Volunteer Fischer collected the cameras from the 

last sites and returned all equipment to Biologist Heinlen.  Mr. Fischerôs efforts represented the 

majority of sites monitored for this project and we owe him a big ñThank youò for all his time, 

effort, and the great eagle photos and data he obtained. 

 



Bald and Golden Eagles on an 

offal pile ï Photo by Volunteer Bob 

Fischer 

 

Pygmy Rabbit Winter Surveys: 
Biologist Gallie, Natural 

Resource worker Hastings, and U 

of I students Stephanie, Lindsay 

and Daralyn continued to survey 

Sagebrush Flat Wildlife Area, 

making use of what little snow 

was available.  An additional 542 

acres were surveyed and 27 pellet 

samples were collected 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Scotch Creek Native Grass Seeding 

1992-2014: Assistant Manager Dupont 

continued creating and editing shape files 

in Arc GIS of past native grass seeding 

fields, both at Scotch Creek and 

Chesaw.  The map below, still in draft 

form, shows shrub-steppe restoration on 

1,875 acres over 22 years on the Scotch 

Creek Wildlife Area.  Bryan also 

developed shape files of the Eder WLA 

unit showing lands within the life estate 

that will be part of the emergency grazing 

lease area. Manager Olson met with 

landowners to inform them of this 

situation. 

 

Pateros Unit Deer Fence: Improving 

weather in late January allowed continued 

work on this fence along the border of the 

Pateros Unit and Naumes Orchard. While 

a functional fence was completed several 

weeks ago, adjustments to the fence are 

still needed to correct some the 

deficiencies brought on by the 

construction during very challenging 

weather conditions. In the past week or 

so, Natural Resource Technician Kevin Vallance and Maintenance Mechanic Ed Pierson 

fabricated six one-way deer gates for installation in the deer fence. The design of the gate was 

based on elk gates used by Natural Resource Technician Jody Taylor on the Wenas Wildlife 



Newly constructed one-way deer gate 

ï Photo by Kevin Vallance 

Wenatchee WCC crew with newly installed one-

way deer gate ï Photo by Ron Fox 

Area. Jody was extremely helpful in providing design details and ideas for modifications for 

mule deer. 

 

As soon as the gates were completed, WCC crews from Spokane and Wenatchee installed five of 

the gates. One gate will be installed later when conditions improve for access to the installation 

site, which is still covered with snow and ice.  Deer have already been observed using the gates 

and several others have tracks showing use. 

 

Pateros Unit Emergency Protective Measures: 

This week WCC crews from Spokane and 

Wenatchee also completed installation of straw 

wattles and seeded grass in seven small drainages on 

the Pateros Unit impacted by the Carlton Complex 

Fire. The wattles and grass seeding were completed with the goal of stabilizing the burned over 

drainages and keeping debris and runoff off of the county road on the west side of the area. 

 

WCC crew installing straw wattles on 

the Pateros Unit ï Photo by Ron Fox 

 

Methow Forest Rehabilitation Project: 

Aside from the Post-fire sale, Restoration 

Forester Jamie Bass has continued to 

plan for the coming yearôs work on the 

Methow Wildlife Area for remaining 

unburnt timber stands. Bass continued 

work on consultation, beginning to draft 

out consultation documents and 

environmental checklists. Bass also met 

with Department Archaeologist 



Katherine Kelly to discuss costs and feasibility of cultural resource surveys for the 400+ acres of 

harvest. Effective protection measures for cultural resources in future logging operations were 

also discussed. In addition, Bass discovered some of the land, though managed by WDFW, is 

still property of USFWS, which could cause issues over land management. WDFW staff are 

working on consulting with USFWS to make sure the needed ecological thinning can progress 

without issue.  Manager Furnari submitted RCO Grant Expense documentation to Olympia staff 

after receiving information from other staff for their work-time & other expenses charged to the 

grant.  Manager Furnari signed OPF for the projectôs contractor invoice that was forwarded to 

Region 2. 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Columbia Ridge Elementary School Science Fair: There were approximately 40 entries to the 

Columbia Ridge Science Fair with participants in kindergarten through fourth grade. At least one 

student plans to attend the Washington State Science and Engineering Fair in March.  Biologist 

E. Duvuvuei helped to judge the third grade entries to the fair.  It was very entertaining to talk to 

the students about their projects and see their creativity!  There were many interesting projects 

and unique demonstrations and displays.  Each student presented their project individually and 

they did a great job! 

 

Wildlife A reas 

 

Douglas County Weather: Warm temperatures, plus rain Wednesday through Friday resulted in 

a rapid and substantial runoff in the Bridgeport area.  Saturday, the 7
th
, Foster Creek and its 

tributaries were swollen with muddy water best characterized as too thick to drink, too thin to 

walk on.  On the Bridgeport Unit, West Foster Creek overwhelmed a culvert and resulted in a 

washout of county road North Oil, while on the West Foster Creek Unit, it is likely that the 

above mentioned project, so glowingly reported on earlier in the week, sustained moderate to 

severe damage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

North Oil Road, Bridgeport Unit ï Photo 

by Dan Peterson 
West Foster Creek project site ï Photo by 

Dan Peterson 



Winter Conditions 

 

District 5 

 

Past Weather: Temperatures have been mild with lows in 30s and highs in the 40s. 

 

Short-Term Forecast: The 10-day forecast is relatively warm with temperatures ranging into 

the mid-40s. 

 

Long-Term Forecast: The winter season is forecasted to be warmer and drier than normal. 

 

Habitat:  Green vegetation with little to no snow cover. 

 

Snow Depths: Snow depths are at 0ò at lower elevations with minimal and very patchy snow at 

higher elevations. 

 

Animal Concentrations: No unusual concentrations noted to date. 

 

Animal Condition: No reports of animals in poor condition that can be attributed to winter 

conditions. Animals observed to date appear to be in great condition. 

 

Mortality: None reported or expected in short-term. 

 

District 6 

 

Recent Weather: The District experienced a warmer than normal week with some light snow 

then significant rain showers. 

 

Short-Term Forecast: Above normal temperatures are forecast again this week with rain to start 

and end the week and dry weather in between. 

 

Long-Term Forecast: Warmer than normal temperatures and normal amounts of precipitation 

are forecast for the remainder of the winter and early spring. 

 

Snow Depths: Snow depths declined at lower elevations with many valley bottom areas and 

south slopes now snow-free.  Only the highest elevations added to the existing snow pack and 

snow water equivalent values remain above average at Hartôs Pass along the Cascade crest.  Deer 

winter range areas generally have below average snowpack for this time of year with 

considerable bare ground all the way up to mid-elevations on south slopes. 

 

Snotel sites ï*  

Hartôs Pass (6500 ft):  84 in 

Salmon Meadows (4,460 ft):  21 in 

Muckamuck (4,470 ft):  17 in 

*No snotel sites exist in core deer winter range areas. 

 



Habitat:  With below average snowpack and considerable bare ground, forage is available 

throughout the District on most deer winter range areas outside of the burn.  Within the burn, 

forage is limited. However, some green forage is available at lower elevations. 

 

Animal Concentrations: In general, deer remain well distributed on the landscape and the low 

snowpack has allowed some animals to drift back up to higher than average elevations for mid-

winter.  Significant numbers of deer still remain around some orchards near Pateros.  

 

Animal Condition: In most areas, deer generally look to be in average condition for this time of 

year.  

 

Mortality: Some mortality of smaller than average fawns has been reported. 

 

District 7  

 

Past Weather: Low precipitation and higher temps have characterized the early portion of the 

winter. 

 

Short-Term Forecast: Warmer temperature and consistent rain through Monday next week.  

 

Long-Term Forecast:  The long-term forecast for winter 2014/2015 is for higher temperatures 

and drier conditions.   

 

Habitat:  Recent fires have reduced landscape capability.  The late onset of higher snow depths 

have allowed deer to occupy a larger than normal wintering area.  Evidence of green-up in areas 

below 2500 ft. on south facing slopes. 

 

Mortality: No unusual mortality events have been discovered or reported.  

 

Snow Depths: 

 

Snow depth data derived 

from four Snotel sites in 

Chelan County.  The 

relationship between 

elevation and distance 

from the crest of the 

Cascade Mtns. is depicted 

in this chart.  Sites at 

lower elevations yet closer 

to the crest have deeper 

snow depths than sites at 

higher elevation yet 

farther from the crest 

(example: Stevens Pass vs. 

Upper Wheeler). 



 

Modeled snow depths in Chelan and Dougals Counties.  The reductions in snow depths and 

distribution resulting from recent warm weather rains are evident in this graphic. 

 

Recreational Opportunities: Saturday, February 7
th
, the North Central Washington Audubon 

Society sponsored a tour of the Waterville Plateau and the local Bridgeport ïBrewster 

area.  During a stop at the Bridgeport Bar Unit, the group, led by Dr. Dan Stephens of Wenatchee 

Valley College, observed a wide variety of species, including a northern shrike, a common loon 

in flight, northern pintails, bald eagles, and white crown sparrows.  They then proceeded to the 

Washburn Island Unit in search of tree sparrows and a Harris sparrow that was recently found on 

the area. 

 

Bridgeport Bar Unit and the 

North Central Washington 

Audubon Society ï Photo by Dan 

Peterson 

 

 

  



REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman and Forester Mackey checked out the completed 

portions of the Oak Creek Large Wood Replenishment Project (pictures below from Ernie 

Farmer WCC Crew Lead).  Huffman and Mackey also continued up Oak Creek due to a lack of 

snow cover and checked out several of the Oak Creek Timber Sale units so that Mackey had a 

better feel for the marking in the units. 

 

Before and after pictures of one section 

of the Oak Creek Large Wood 

Replenishment Project 

 

Oak Creek Staff repaired a section of elk 

fence in the west valley after receiving 

information from someone that the fence 

was down.  Conflict Specialist Wetzel 

was in Ellensburg so Oak Creek Staff 

located the broken off post and down 

wire.  The post was replaced with a rock 

jack and the fence patches were stretched 

back to the gate post.  The rest of the 

fence in the area was checked with no 

other holes or downed posts located. 

 

Oak Creek Staff continue to feed elk at 

the Nile and Junction Feed 

sites.  Schedules were modified to cover 

the weekend and elk continue to be on 

the feed sites in seasonally high 

numbers. 

 

Peak Elk Counts for Week: 

Headquarters- 

Junction- 480 

Nile-289 

Sheep- 

Cowiche- 

 

Winter Weather: Weather this past week was wet and mild.  There are chances of rain early this 

week, with most of the week being partly sunny with highs in the upper 40s and 50s. 

 



Elk are in the area and come into the feed site occasionally.  Access to vegetation remains good 

with no snow.  Grass is starting to green up. 

 

Elk are in seasonally good condition. 

 

Wenas Wildlife Area Winter Feeding 

 

Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers: 370 animals. 

 

Feeding continues on a light scale. Assistant Manager Taylor moved the tractor down to Mellotte 

and started feeding out of the barn. Elk are in seasonally good condition. 

 

Winter Weather: Weather continues to be mild, with above normal temperatures. Several 

significant rainfall events throughout the week resulted in close to one inch of rain. Temperatures 

for the coming week will continue to be above normal, with highs in the 50s and lows in the 30s. 

However, no precipitation is expected after Monday. 

 

LT Mu rray Wildlife Area Winter Conditions: Elk numbers stayed steady with an actual count 

of 626 in Watt and 541 in Robinson.  Weather was unseasonably warm with highs in the upper 

40s, lows in the 30s, and rain throughout the week.  Next weekôs weather forecast is calling for 

highs in the mid 50s and lows in the upper 30s with rain to continue through Monday.  

 

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom spoke with Hatchery Manager Erickson about 

the Ringold habitat restoration project that Assistant Manager Buser is currently working 

on.  The site is almost seeded and shrubs are going to be planted once the conditions are 

favorable.  

 

NRT2 Medina monitored waters levels at Johnson Wetland, and Hay Stack Ponds, turned off the 

vales on the Rice Paddies, and started water on the 90 Acre field to provide habitat for waterfowl 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Stutzman identified GPS coordinates of recently reported pronghorn sightings in Benton County 

and spent time in the field looking for the large (>40) group that has been reported.     

 

Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Bernatowicz participated in a conference call and worked on logistics 

for next week capture.  Permission was obtained from various landowners to stage operations.   

 

2014 Harvest: Biologist Bernatowicz reviewed raw harvest data for 2014.  Permit antlerless 

success was generally below average, especially in the Colockum.  New permit levels were 

calculated for 2015 in the Colockum, which increased about 40%.  In reviewing the raw data, 

Biologist Bernatowicz noticed many permit hunters reported harvest in both general and permit. 

In most parts of the state, the error is minimal as filters are in place to remove ñillegalò 

harvest.  However, over most of District 8, there are general antlerless elk seasons (3911 and 

3912) in most GMUôs. 

 



Sick Deer: Biologist 

Bernatowicz responded to a 

report of a sick deer.  The fawn 

was found lying in a stall 

unable to stand.  The fawn was 

euthanized. A field necropsy 

found the deer had pneumonia. 

Pictures were sent to Dr. 

Mansfield.  Other organs 

appeared normal and no 

evidence of adenovirus 

found.  The deer likely had 

bacterial pneumonia. 

 

Lungs of deer suffering from 

pneumonia 

 

Turkey Damage: Biologist Bernatowicz discussed nuisance turkey issues in the Hidden Valley 

area with conflict specialist Wetzel, NWTF, and Region 1 staff.  A NWTF member will review 

the situation for possible solutions, which may include trapping/moving.  

 

Golden Eagle Offal Study: 

Biologist Moore retrieved the 

last camera of the season for 

Jim Watsonôs study. Golden 

eagles were not observed but 

numerous corvids, coyotes, and 

a rough legged hawk were.    

 

  


