Wildlife Program
Week of January 12-18, 2015

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Bighorn sheep capture: District 3 biologists, along with wildlife biologists from District 2,
Region 2, Wolf Program, and Lands program, assisted in a bighorn sheep capture from the
Asotin herd. Seventeen sheep, including half of the lambs from this year and two ewes, were
captured for transport to SDSU for the captive study.
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Biologists from Washington, Idaho Fish and Game,
Umatilla National Forest, and the Nez Perce Tribe
work up a ram from the Asotin herd




Regional Sheep Capturing Efforts

Wolf Local Working Groups: Specialist Shepherd
discussed local working groups with
Smackout/Aladdin area ranchers and a Ferry County
ranching family. Specialist Shepherd also discussed
local working groups with U.S. Forest Service and
Stevens County Conservation District personnel.

Conservation District Presentation in Whitman County: Conflict Specialist Bennett
presented information about wolf identification and non-lethal deterrents to the public that
attended the Palouse Rock Lake Conservation District annual meeting. A good dialogue and
many questions were generated by the forty-nine attendees. Supervisor McCanna stayed for the
entire meeting, answering questions during the breaks.

Bi-Weekly Region One Wolf Conflict Conference Call: Supervisor McCanna prepared an
agenda and facilitated the Region 1 wolf bi-weekly conference call with Conflict Specialists
Shepherd, Bennett, Earl, and Region 1 Wildlife Program Manager Robinette participating. The
conference call is used to update staff on Region 1 wolf and wolf conflict items. Several non-
wolf conflict questions and concerns were also discussed. McCanna completed notes from the
meeting and sent them out to the group and Olympia staff.

Private Lands/Access

Habitat Restoration Projects: Biologist Lewis developed a project proposal for a twenty-two
acre tree/shrub planting project to present to the Spokane chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation
(MDF) for possible funding. The project is to provide escape and thermal cover for deer and
upland birds by establishing approximately 8,700 native trees and shrubs on hillsides of 170 acre
property in the Lamont area.

Mule Deer Foundation Monthly Meeting: Biologist Lewis attended the January monthly MDF
meeting in Spokane to present and discuss the project proposal. The Spokane chapter seemed



interested and will possibly work with the Mt. Vernon MDF chapter to partner on the project and
fund several projects.

Mule Deer Foundation (MDF): Biologist Earl talked to the MDF Regional Director about the
grant from the Lower Snake River Wind Facility that was earmarked for habitat work in Garfield
County. Earl will be writing a proposal for habitat projects in and around the Windfarm to
benefit Mule deer.

CREP Eligibility: Biologist Earl met with CREP Cluster Coordinator Mike Denny. They
visited three miles of Pataha Creek tributaries to discuss the eligibility criteria for the

program. Earl and Denny will be working to write a proposal to extend some CREP eligibility
for some of the tributaries of Garfield County.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE-
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Sherman Creek Wildlife Area Trail
Map: Wildlife Area Assitant
Manager Palmer recorded GPS tracks
for additional portions of the trail
system along Lake Roosevelt at the
Sherman Creek WLA and worked the
map that is being developed for users.

This view from along the trail looks
across Lake Roosevelt toward Old
Kettle Falls and the mouth of the
Colville River

Winter Conditions

Wildlife Management - District 1: Winter continued in a mild way this week in northeastern
Washington. A snow storm came in on Thursday night which dropped several more inches of
snow on the mountains. In the valleys, however, temperatures warmed to turn the snow into rain
by daytime on Friday. As of January 16" the forty-nine degrees North Ski Resort had twenty-
five inches of snow at the lodge and forty-three inches on the summit of Chewelah Mountain.

Wildlife Management - District 2: Weather in District 2 this week included heavy cloud cover
and mixed rain/snow in the lower elevations and snow in the mountains. Daytime temperatures
were in the thirties to low forties with nighttime temperatures dropping into the twenties.

Wildlife Management - District 3: Mild conditions prevailed throughout the District this past
week. Fog was common in the lower elevations while sunny skies were common above 3,500’



MSL. Very low snow depths exist in the mountains this winter, with only 18” — 24” occurring at
5,500°.

Private Lands - District 1. Weather during the week was cold and foggy and then increasingly
mild with snow at the end of the week. High temperatures ranged from twenty-six to thirty-eight
degrees.

Private Lands - District 2: Mild temperature for winter with times of freezing rain, rain, fog,
and occasional snow flurries.

Private Lands - District 3: High winds with temperatures in the forties during the day with
freezing temperatures at night.

Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area: About two inches of snow fell, but fog and cloudiness prevailed
during the week, with temperatures ranging between twenty-five and thirty-five degrees. Nearly
three quarters of an inch of rain and warmer weather, near forty degrees, arrived over the
weekend. Rain washed away all snow cover.

Blue Mountains Wildlife Areas: This week’s weather was mostly dry although there were
some snow and rain showers earlier in the week. Fog at lower elevations was still present along
with somewhat warmer temperatures for this time of year. Snow levels in the Blue Mountains
are still low.

REGION 2
WOLVES

Okanogan Wolf Management: Biologist Heinlen pulled the two trail cameras placed at a
reported wolf sighting at Green Lake this period. Cameras captured only mule deer, hikers, and
domestic dogs. Biologist Fitkin is following up on a report of up to three wolves in GMU 239
within the Carlton Complex Fire burn area. Although the report has not yet been verified, the
description of the animals sounds like members of the Lookout Pack. This would be an
expansion of known pack territory to the east. Specialist Heilhecker met with a representative
from Conservation Northwest to discuss range riding within the Lookout pack

territory. Specialist Heilhecker talked with the range rider to set up a meeting for next week to
finish their annual report.

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Northern Leopard Frog Project: Biologists Finger and E. Duvuvuei traveled to Washington
State University to deliver Northern Leopard Frog DNA samples and discuss the project with Dr.
Caren Goldberg, Dr. Rod Sayler, PhD students Erim Gomez and Travis, and lab technician
Mickey. WSU has been contracted to process the genetic samples and provide a population



viability analysis; this information will be used to determine the translocation feasibility for this
population. Disease surveillance in the NLFMA and at potential reintroduction sites was also
discussed. Environmental DNA (eDNA), includes trace amounts of DNA from skin, waste,
eggs, etc. that are present in the environment and can be used as a species surveillance
technique. This type of DNA degrades quickly, so the detection of eDNA indicates that a
species is currently present in the system. Because chytrids fungus can be difficult to detect and
amphibians have varying levels of susceptibility and resistance, eDNA may be a better option
than collecting skin swabs to determine if this disease is present in a system. This work will help
determine if potential release sites are appropriate based on a comparison of the relative amounts
of chytrids fungus in the NLFMA.. Further, for an additional $5 per sample, we can also screen
potential reintroduction sites for the presence of Northern Leopard Frogs to confirm that they do
not already occur there. Unfortunately, the contract funding this project ends this BN, and
eDNA processing could not occur until after that time.

Dr. Caren Goldberg (WSU)
explains and demonstrates the
eDNA sampling protocol for water
collection and filtration to E.
Duvuvuei — Photo by R. Finger

Biologist Finger provided Biologist
E. Duvuvuei with ArcGIS training to
digitize NLFMA pond boundaries at
high water levels; this data will be
used in the sampling design for
collection of eDNA water samples.

Injured Wildlife: Biologists O.
Duvuvuei and S. Dougherty responded to a
report of an injured bald eagle in Moses
Lake. Duvuvuei and Dougherty were able to
capture the eagle and transport it to Blue
Mountain Wildlife, a rehabber from the Tri-
cities. The rehabbers were able to determine
that the eagle had a fractured humerus. After
some rest and care, the eagle is expected to
make a full recovery.

X-ray of injured bald eagle looking from the
underside of the eagle. Note the fracture in

the humerus on the right side of the image —
Image provided by Blue Mountain Wildlife

Wolverine Research: Trapping season is in
full swing and recently we’ve had three
different wolverines visiting traps in different
locations including two previously captured




adult females and a new unknown adult male. Most traps had to be closed over the holiday
weekend due to avalanche danger; however, we will be opening them all this week with high

hopes of a capture in the near term.
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Bold and beautiful Mallory



Wildlife Areas

Methow Salmon Recovery Projects: Manager Furnari spent nearly an entire day out-in-the-
field during a site visit to the Chewuch River area with Yakama Nation biologist Chris Butler
and WDFW’s Habitat Biologist Lynda Hofmann. The purpose of the site visit was to perform an
on-the-ground evaluation to remap the placement of the side channel, the perimeter of the
wetland mitigation area, and the GPS points for adjacent trees, as well as identify & flag
replacement campsites and the probable location of a new interior road leading to these new
sites. Chris proved that chivalry isn’t dead after he allowed me to borrow his snowshoes while
he trudged through the deep snow.

Note: We need to purchase snowshoes for staff field use. Afterwards, we visited the northern
campground (noted snowmobile & skier tracks) and then went over to the flowing waters of the
nearly froze

Views of Falls Creek with Lynda Hofmann &
\ Sherry Furnari

Snowshoe prints at Chewuch River
area of Methow

Participated in two conference calls (1/2 day) regarding the Silver Side Channel fisheries
enhancement project with several WDFW staff and CCFEG representatives on their 30%
design. Returned Jason McCormick’s (Aspect Consulting) phone call regarding his DOE
endorsed agricultural-irrigation water metering project. He said the Methow was not really in
the primary study area. I recommended if he’s interested in trying to do the project here, since
these are leased AG areas, | felt it would be best if he could provide a project summary on WSU
letterhead detailing the effort and then send it to the lessees asking them for their support to
participate.



Chiliwist Wildlife Area Deer Fence Construction: Manager Haug and assistant Wehmeyer
met with an adjacent landowner to the Chiliwist Wildlife Area to discuss the deer fence being
constructed and signing a fencing agreement for future maintenance. The landowner was pleased
at the progress the WCC crews, along with Brad Zabreznik, technician for the Chelan Wildlife
Area and Ed with the Wells Wildlife Area were making on the deer fence near the east boundary
of the wildlife area. The fence portion identified should be finished this week and Sinlahekin
crews will begin work on a couple more portions of the fence damaged by this summer’s Carlton
Complex fire.

WCC crews hanging fencing on newly
re-constructed portion of Chiliwist
Deer Fence — Photo by Justin Haug

Bridgeport BarTree Removal
Project: Maintenance Mechanic Fidel
Rios and Natural Resource Technicians
Angel Hastings and Virgilio Ruiz
began clearing Siberian elm trees from
shrub rows on the Bridgeport Bar

unit. This invasive species is beginning
to dominate many of the shrub rows on
the unit, crowding out more desirable
species and in some areas creating a
nearly impenetrable thicket of saplings. All saplings and most trees received the “cut stump”
treatment with glyphosate while those trees too large or difficult to fall got the “frill”

treatment. Fidel used our log loader to move cut trees from the shrub row to the adjacent field
where they will be chipped this coming week.

Construction Work Ongoing —
Photo by Dan Peterson

GOAL 2: PROVIDE
SUSTAINABLE FISHING,
HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE-RELATED
RECREATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Methow Post-fire Forest
Management Project: Project
Forester Jamie Bass finished
preparing for harvesters, compiled
legal information regarding the sale,
and coordinated equipment staging and meetings. Wildlife Area Manager Sherry Furnari and
Forester Jamie Bass met with Dave and Andy Gasho of Gasho & Gasho LLC for a pre-work
meeting. In the meeting we went over ecological concerns and priorities, cultural resource
protection and protocol, road permits, expected work schedule, marking guides, and conditions




for work that may halt logging operations. In addition, they did a field visit into the Bear Creek
unit to point out road systems, “Areas to Protect,” and possible landing sites in that unit. When
the other unit, Cougar Flats, is to be operated in, another field visit will occur before harvesting
begins. Andy Gasho is currently staging equipment outside the unit until the final confirmation
from Olympia arrives with the signed contract.

An electronic copy of the signed contract received from Jennifer Maze in Olympia for Harvester
and Purchasers arrived Wednesday. We notified Andy Gasho, who began harvest work the next
day. Forester Bass installed photo - -

points for monitoring in the Bear
Creek South unit. Harvesters were
felling trees and clearing a landing
spot in the unit using chainsaws.
Equipment has been moved into the
unit and logs are beginning to be
decked beside the access road. Bass
continues to monitor and document
work progress and quality.

Loggers decking on Methow

Rehabilitation Project — Photo by Jamie
Bass

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Week : Jan 18-24

Total Permits Used by | Likelihood of Using More Permits
Permits Start of the in the Foreseeable Future
Available Week

Master Hunter Elk | 50 7 Low

(Hunt Choice 2702)

Master Hunter 30 0 Low

Deer

(Hunt Choice 1802)

Wildlife Areas

Pateros Deer Drive: Manager Haug, assistant manager Wehmeyer, Kyle White & Joe Anderson
(prescribed burn crew), and Private Lands Biologist Braaten met with other WDFW personal and
private landowners/citizens to drive hundreds of deer from an orchard near Pateros and onto the

Chelan Wildlife Area’s Pateros unit where deer fence had just been re-constructed. The operation




was an extremely difficult one to manage, but Manager Ron Fox did a great job to get as many
deer out of the orchard as possible.

Volunteers lined up for deer drive — Photos by Justin
Haug

Deer on the deer drive — Photos by Eric Braaten




KOMW Weekly Interview: Operations Manager Swedberg completed the 56" “Ask Dale”
weekly interview talking about DFW RCO projects, i.e., Riverside Access Site and Sinlahekin
Ecosystem Phase 3, on DFW lands with Becki Andrist at KOMW. All interview segments are
now online at https://komwaskdale.wordpress.com/

Carlton Complex Fire Restoration: The local chapter of the Mule Deer Foundation met this
week to plan a call for projects to provide funding for restoration of critical habitats on the
Carlton Complex fire in Okanogan County. Jim researched bitterbrush plantings and is
preparing to submit a project, along with manager Haug, to drill seed bitterbrush next

fall. Proceeds from the MDF banquets, as well as the special fund raiser in Winthrop this winter,
has raised approximately $10,000 for restoration on the fire area.

Douglas County Recreation: Local bird watchers Rich Hendrick and Meredith Spencer report
regular observations of snowy owls on Dyer Hill, west of Bridgeport, as well as locations east of
Mansfield. In the last week they’ve also seen a gyrfalcon and a pygmy owl. Meredith was
especially excited by the pygmy owl since the last reported sighting in Douglas County was
several years ago.

Snowy Owl on Dyer Hill — Photo by Meredith Northern Pygmy-Owl — Photo by Meredith
Spencer Spencer


https://komwaskdale.wordpress.com/

Snowy Owls are a reliable winter visitor on
the Mansfield Plateau, drawing bird
watchers from across the state. This group
is from Tacoma and spent the long weekend
traveling throughout Douglas and
Okanogan counties — Photo by Meredith Spencer

Recreational Opportunities (Weekender):
Warming weather in the forecast should give
another boost to waterfowl hunting,
particularly if it is warm enough to bring
spring migrants back to the area. A recent
snow should stir activity in our local
mallards and the melting snow may
accumulate in fields, allowing ducks and
geese to spread out. The forecast is thus far
looking good for the end of our waterfowling
season. As weather begins to warm and
spring migrant waterfowl return, they will
begin pairing for the breeding season. This
is a time of year in which birders can begin
to view the various mating displays of
migratory waterfowl. Several reports of snowy owls in the northern Columbia Basin have been
received recently. To locate these owls, search around open agricultural fields and grasslands
that contain ample rodents for forage.

Ice Fishing: Access Manager Graves observed ice fishermen beginning to appear throughout the
basin.

Rd 3 @ Evergreen Lake — Photo by Joe Graves Fresh Snow on Mt. Gardner from Methow
Wildlife Area Office — Photo by Jamie Bass



Hungarian Partridge near Blue
Lake — Photo by Justin Haug
REGION 3

GOAL 1. CONSERVE AND
PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND
WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area Winter | {
Weather: Weather remained mild. Late in the week, a storm system brought several mches of
snow down to Columbia River elevations, which quickly melted as temps reached into the high
forties on the weekend. Conditions for deer, elk, and bighorn sheep remain good with easy
access to forage and mild temperatures. The low elevation forecast for the upcoming week of
January 19 is shown below.
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Weather forecast for the West Bar area, Colockum Wildlife Area from Tuesday, January 20 —
Saturday, Jan 24, 2015

SNOTEL Sites and Colockum snowpack conditions: There are three NRCS Snotel Sites on or
near the Colockum Wildlife Area that provide interesting weather data. These sites have been in
operation since 1980. The sites consist of measuring devices and sensors, a shelter house for
radio equipment and batteries, an antenna, and solar panels. Data is recorded every fifteen
minutes and is automatically relayed by radio on a daily basis. The sensors include a pressure
sensing snow pillow, a snow depth sensor, a storage precipitation gauge, and a temperature
sensor. The snow pillow is an envelope of synthetic rubber filled with an antifreeze solution. As
snow accumulates on the pillow, it exerts pressure on the solution. Automatic measuring
devices in the shelter house convert the weight of the snow into an electrical reading of the
snow’s water equivalent- the actual amount of water (in inches) of a given amount of snow. The
precipitation gauge measures all precipitation in any form that falls during the year, while the
temperature sensor determines the minimum, maximum and average daily readings. The three
sites on or near the Colockum include the Grouse Camp Snotel site located on DFW near the top
of the Naneum Basin at 5380 feet, the Trough Snotel site located on DNR on Naneum Ridge
between the north and south forks of Colockum Creek at 5300 feet, and the Wheeler Snotell site,



located in the Stemilt Basin near Upper Wheeler Reservoir (4400 feet). The Grouse Camp site
was destroyed in the 2013 Colockum-Tarps Fire, but was quickly rebuilt by NRCS.

The Colockum area is currently well below average for high elevation precipitation, as seen
below in data collected by NRCS Snotel sites.
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Location of three NRCS Snotel sites on or near Colockum Wildlife Area, showing current
percent of average Snow Water Equivalents (SWE) as of Jan 15, 2015

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman worked on a short proposal to present to the Wild
Sheep Foundation (WSF) to provide financial assistance for the potential acquisition of an
inholding to the wildlife area in Bear Canyon.

Manager Huffman ordered a pallet of deer pellets for feeding big horn sheep and NRW2 Farias
went to the lower valley to pick up. The bags were stored in the grain storage room for use this
feeding season.

Oak Creek Staff continued to feed big horn sheep and elk at the Nile feed site. Staff started
feeding elk at the Junction feed site on Thursday; this was done to provide an additional location
for darting of elk needed for the west-side elk hoof disease study. Despite the warm weather, elk
numbers are fairly high at this feed site. Staff coordinated work schedules and feeding coverage
over the holiday weekend.



Peak Elk Counts for Week:
Headquarters-

Junction- 280

Nile-250

Sheep-140

Cowiche-

Winter Weather: Seasonal temps and fog returned this past week, with some snow that melted
off. The weekend brought heavy rain and warm temps. Weather for this coming week is
expected to be partly sunny with highs in the upper thirties to low forties and lows below
freezing. There are slight chances of precipitation later in the week.

Elk are in the area and come into the feed site occasionally. Access to vegetation remains good
with no snow at lower elevations. There is minimal grass green up.

Elk are in seasonally good condition.
Wenas Wildlife Area Winter Feeding

Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers — ~700 animals: Elk feeding continues, with animals staying
close to the feed site. On Wednesday, Assistant Manager Taylor found a calf that had been killed
on the feed site, but was unable to determine what killed it due to quick and extensive
scavenging. That afternoon, we received a report of two large dogs chasing elk ~1.5 miles east of
the feed site. Wildlife Area and enforcement staff met with the reporting party, but the dogs were
no longer visible. No further reports have been received. Elk are in seasonally good condition.

Manager Confer Morris fed on Friday and Saturday to give Assistant Manager Taylor a couple
of days off of his 7-day per week winter schedule.

Elk feeding at the Mellotte site on Saturday morning



Winter Weather: Weather temperatures were near normal for the week, with highs in the mid to
upper thirties and low forties and lows in the mid-twenties to thirty degrees and snow Friday and
Saturday.

Temperatures for the coming week are expected to be above normal, with highs Sunday-Monday
in the mid to upper fifties and in the low to mid-forties for the rest of the week.

LT Murray Wildlife Area: Techs Schnebly and Hill began winter elk feeding Monday, with
roughly five hundred head in each of the two feed sites.

Winter Conditions: Lows in the upper twenties to low thirties, with highs in the mid-thirties to
mid-forties. We had four inches of new snow Thursday night, most of which melted by Friday
afternoon.

Robinson feed site is consistently holding four hundred fifty elk, with Watt fluctuating between
two hundred and five hundred.

Wildlife Management

Sheep Trapping: Biologists Bernatowicz, Biologist Moore, and Oak Creek Staff finished setting
up the Clemans sheep trap. The sheep were initially hesitant to enter the finished trap. When a
little snow arrived Thursday night, the sheep were feeding well into the trap. Transport boxes
were picked up from the Yakama Nation and trapping is scheduled for Wednesday.

Bighorn sheep at the Clemans
trap

Colockum Bull Elk Study:
Biologist Bernatowicz tracked
down a collar that was discarded
on the edge of an orchard on the
Yakama Indian Reservation. The
collar was covered in blood,
confirming the bull had been
harvested.

Hoof Disease Study: Biologist
Bernatowicz organized an elk
darting session for next week at
the request of Dr. Mansfield. The
Yakima elk herd is being used as a control to compare to samples taken from western
Washington.




GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE-
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Colockum staff fielded quite a few calls from people eager to access
the Wanapum Reservoir now that portions of it are open to public use. The Colockum’s Yoyo
Rock boat launch remains closed to the public, as well as portions of the shoreline where cultural
resources are still vulnerable.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris and Assistant Manager Taylor led a field tour of
the proposed alternatives for a micro shooting range near Sheep Company road that was attended
by RD Livingston, RPM McCorquodale, Section Manager Posner, and Environmental Planner
Demorest. The group looked at the top two alternatives and discussed the pros and cons of each
site, as well as next steps.

The group also carpooled up to the Hardy Canyon elk fence gate to see the rebuilt elk fence,
including a new creek crossing location adjacent to the Hardy Canyon pedestrian bridge.
Assistant Manager Taylor came up with a better design for the ‘break-away’ when crossing a
larger creek. The new design uses ecology blocks, set near the top of the bank, to anchor a cable
that supports the break-away panel. This way the break-away isn’t connected to the elk fence and
posts are able to be set at the top of the bank.

Wenas Creek - Ecology block and cable creek crossing design. Takes pressure off of fence
posts.

Manager Confer Morris contacted Yakima County Planner Byron Gumz to discuss what the
permitting process with the County would be for developing a micro range on the wildlife area.



Manager Confer Morris met with Acting CAMP AD Gerth, Division Manager Whipple, and
Section Manager Posner to discuss CAMP’s role and the process for developing a micro range
on the Wenas WLA.

Manager Confer Morris and Section Manager Posner toured the Cowlitz Shooting Range, which
was built recently and had to address concerns with noise and safety.

Cowlitz Trap Range; separate area from rifle/pistol range



a Proximity of houses to Cowlitz Shooting
Range

ACCESS PROGRAM

Access Manager Garcia repaired the
Ringer Loop Road entrance into the Thrall
access site and reset barrier rocks at
Woodhouse loop that had been rolled into
the pond. He also dropped the tractor off at
John Deere for annual service.

Repairs to the Thrall/Ringer Loop Road
Entrance

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom
and Assistant Manager Buser went up to the
Mesa Lake unit to evaluate water level issues on
Mesa Lake. Beaver activity caused the outflow
to become plugged and when flow was restored
the lake level dropped below acceptable levels
for hunting. Staff is working with the local irrigation district to maintain a higher water level at
the lake through waterfowl season.

Reset barrier rocks that had been rolled into pond
at Woodhouse loop

Wildlife Management

Private Lands Bio Stutzman visited all of the Register to Hunt and Hunt by Reservation sites to
ensure that the registration boxes were still up and adequately stocked with registration slips. As
predicted, use has increased substantially in the last month as more birds have moved into the
south basin and word has spread about the opportunities. Stutzman observed ~1000 snow geese



using one of the Hunt by Reservation sites south of Pasco, which is a first for corn stubble access
sites in Region 3.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area: A
Boy Scout troop visited the
Watt feed site Saturday to earn
badges related to
human/wildlife

interactions. They had
questions about the duties of
Fish and Wildlife Officers, and
were given information about
the “Rough Justice” program
airing on Animal Planet this
Sunday.

Boy Scouts at the Watt feed
site

Wildlife Management

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with the hunt manager of the Silver Dollar LHP program
to discuss a complaint from a disabled LHP permit holder of not getting an opportunity to

hunt. The permit holder had drawn an additional elk permit for another unit and failed to relay if
they had any success, so it was assumed they had filled their permit. The situation has been
resolved and the hunter is scheduled to participate in a hunt in the next couple of weeks.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with multiple landowners on Rattlesnake Mountain to
discuss elk hunting effort and DPP hunting coordination.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitored harvest of DPP permits in Elk Area 3721. No elk
were reported this past week on DPP permits. Harvest since the August 1 opener is forty-nine
antlerless and six spike bull elk.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand worked one shift at the Tri-Cities Sportsman Show. The
Sunday shift was not well attended by the public, most likely because it had to compete with the
NFC Championship football game.



Conflict Specialist Wetzel and hazer Lueck hazed elk from Reecer Creek, Smithson Road, and
Robbins Road. Several hay fields and new seeding areas had elk early in the week and these
areas received the most attention, using fused

rope at night and foot hazing during the day.

Elk along the KRD ditch at Smithson Road,
adjacent to agriculture areas

Conflict Specialist Wetzel assisted Officers
Scherzinger and Peterson to remove a male
cougar that had killed a dog off Thomas Road.

Male cougar trapped at Thomas Road. The
remains of a small dog can be seen in the
trap.

Defensive cougar after approaching trap

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Manager Lopushinsky attended a free noxious weed conference in
Moses Lake sponsored by the Grant County Noxious Weed Control Board. Good information
was presented and six credits were offered toward pesticide license recertification.

Colockum staff began planning gate installations for this coming spring. Gates will be placed on
non-green dot roads where illegal vehicle traffic has been an issue.



Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman dealt with issues with the telephone lines
servicing Oak Creek. Frontier Communications has not replaced the damaged lines in the last
year and a half and has been relying on a temporary line lying on the shoulder of the road. After
relaying information to Nikki Derringer, who contacted management with Frontier, the
replacement work is finally scheduled for this coming week. Hopefully they follow through on
the work this time around.

Manager Huffman worked with the Yakima Construction Shop on the installation of the
automatic gate opener at the wildlife area. The opener requires some welding and precise
installation of several parts. The construction shop is going to complete the work this coming
week and Oak Creek Staff will complete the installation after the welding work is done.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Taylor completed a walkthrough of the Kelley elk
fence replacement with Casey Davidson, an Engineering Tech, and the Lucky Acres Project
Manager. Davidson and Taylor signed off on completion of the work with just a couple of items
on the punch list still needing to be done. Lucky Acres has been great to work with and did a
really nice job on the elk fence rebuild. They will return to finish clean-up of a few currently
inaccessible areas when the ground freezes or dries out.

LT Murray Wildlife Area: Manager Winegeart and Assistant Manager Hunt met with soon to
retire Statewide Forester Doug Kuehn and his replacement Rod Pfeifle to discuss some of the
past thinning/habitat improvement work done on the Murray, as well as other much needed
timber management work that we hope to accomplish at some point.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom and RPM McCorquodale discussed updates on
several projects/proposals including Sunnyside shop replacement, pivot replacement at Windmill
Ranch, budget balances, and needs for seasonal positions on the wildlife area. CAMP will be
managing the shop replacement and the pivot replacement. Manager Bjornstrom will be working
with Rusty Gigstead of CAMP to administer those projects.

Assistant Manager Sak and NRT2 Medina took Agronomist Stu Turner, Mutual of Enumclaw
representative, on tour of the first spring fire of 2014. Stu was hired to assess the impact of the
fire and develop a cost of restoration for insurance purposes.

REGION 4

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Annual Marine Waterfowl Aerial Survey: Despite the lingering fog that covered most of
western Washington last week, Assistant District Biologist Cyra, along with Marine Waterfowl
Specialist Evenson and Assistant District 15 Biologist Murphie, were able to survey some
portion of all five days this week, an unusual occurrence in winter. These marine waterfowl
surveys, the longest running trend surveys of their kind on the west coast, are used to monitor the



population health of waterfowl, marine mammals, and other marine avian species throughout the
Salish Sea. Additionally, the data are used to help establish season setting along the Pacific
Flyway. With continued good weather, we hope to complete the surveys in early February
despite earlier delays due to aircraft availability.

Fog covered much of the
Salish Sea this week for
extended periods of the day

Mid-Winter Waterfowl
Surveys: Biologist DeBruyn
counted ducks, geese, and
swans in Whatcom and
Skagit Counties both by air
and land. Wide spread fog
hampered the aerial survey,
but lifted enough to
complete the survey in two

segments. Below are the totals from the last aerial survey for the season, dabblers from the
marine environs. Numbers of dabblers were down on this flight due to many ducks being inland
on extensive sheet water. Onshore sheet water was surveyed within one mile of the coast.

District 14 Aerial Waterfowl Survey - Port Susan to Drayton Harbor

1/12,15/2015

PlanefPilot: QQ/fleff

Observer(s): Paul DeBruyn

Weather:Partly Cloudy

Tide(12/12) @ Beginning: 10.6

Tide @ End: 10.0

Location Mallard Northern Pintail | American Wigeon | Green-Winged Teal Totals
Port Susan Bay 1300 450 670 75
Livingston Bay 1500 900 600 25
Skagit Bay 24700 18300 11600 5800
Fidalgo Bay 0 550 0 550
Swinomish Reserve 8200 8200 20500 4100
Padilla Bay 29900 8100 22010 1200
Samish Bay 12250 21500 6450 43200
Mooksack Delta 75 25 1] 1]
Lummi Bay 3000 7875 2900 900
Birch Bay 200 125 75 o
Blaine Drayton 225 754 25 0
81350 66779 64830 17050 230009

Avian Influenza Surveilance: Biologist DeBruyn wrapped up the cooperative effort with The
National Wildlife Health Center and shipped all remaining samples and carcasses to Madison for

testing.




Elk Management: Biologist Yarborough set up a clover trap near Hamilton to capture elk for a
joint project with the Washington Department of Transportation (WDOT) to investigate highway
crossing issues. Yarborough also met with some Point Elliott tribes to discuss elk harvest
strategies and damage issues. Yarborough also met with Fred Dobler to work on the North
Cascades Elk Herd management plan.

Swan Mortality and Morbidity Project: Science Tech Anderson, Biologist DeBruyn, and
intern Laura Krogman, as well as cooperators from Puget Sound Energy and the Trumpeter
Swan Society, continued to conduct field surveys this week to monitor for sick and injured
trumpeter and tundra swans. WDFW responded to public inquires placed via the hotline
throughout Snohomish, Skagit, and Whatcom Counties. This week, twelve trumpeter swans and
one tundra swan were collected in Skagit and Whatcom Counties. A grand total of one hundred
thirty-five swan carcasses have been collected this season (November 2014-present). Gizzard
and liver samples were collected for contaminant analysis. Tracheal and Cloacal swabs were
taken to monitor for other diseases. Power line strikes contributed to two mortalities recovered
this week, with “unknown” cause of death making up the remainder of mortalities. Swan
mortalities recorded as unknown causes of death are swan carcasses recovered in and or near
roosting areas and appear to have succumbed to disease. Laboratory results will confirm or deny
the suspected presence of avian diseases.

Lead Power Trauma Unknown | Feather Total (per
line Strike Pile county)

Sumas

Whatcom 20 3 30 9 62

Snohomish | 4 6 5 3 18

Skagit 20 3 24 7 54

San Juan 1 1
135(Grand
Total)

Waterfowl Survey: Staff completed waterfowl surveys for some priority areas. Data entry
remains to be completed for most of the areas. Numbers were generally low for most locations,
presumably due to birds being spread out g v R

and remaining farther north during mild
weather conditions.

Wood ducks in Seattle observed during
annual winter survey

Mid-winter Swan Survey: Biologist Smith
assisted The Trumpeter Swan Society with
the midwinter aerial swan survey for
portions of Snohomish and King

Counties. Although photos taken during the
flight remain to be analyzed, swan numbers
seem to be up from counts last year.




Flock of Snow Geese encountered
during midwinter swan survey

Wildlife Management
Consultation/Permitting
Requests; Municipal, Private
Utilities, other: Biologist
Anderson continued work and

| review for requests of assistance
| regarding species or habitat
management consultation for
urban wildlife (e.g. osprey nests,
eagle territories, heron colonies)
given construction or land-use
alteration work; per local
municipal code requirements to
work with WDFW. This included multiple heron plans, both residential and for University of
Washington; eagle data clarification for municipal projects; consultation with USFWS regarding
eagle territories and related needs. More on WDFW Priority Habitat and Species
Recommendations and how WDFW provides assistance at the local and broader planning levels
can be found here: http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

Citizen Science — Amphibian Egg Mass Monitoring with Woodland Park Zoo: Biologist
Anderson has been working with zoo staff to prepare for the upcoming citizen-driven field
season. Zoo staff and Anderson have also been collaborating on upcoming professional
presentations.

Wildlife Areas

Skagit Headquarters: Cosgrove checked conditions on Teal Slough at the Headquarters unit to
determine if logs were blocking access to the intertidal areas at Headquarters.

Skagit Waterfowl Program: Cosgrove and Meis toured the Island unit, monitoring water levels,
agricultural crop conditions, and public use. Cosgrove checked water levels and waterfow! use at
the Island, Headquarters, Johnson/DeBay's Slough, and Samish units.

Lake Terrell Water Level: Manager Kessler shut off the leak valve in the Lake Terrell dam
after the water level had fallen to below flood stage. The county road into Lake Terrell is now
dry.

Nooksack Unit Dike Assessment: Manager Kessler met with the Whatcom County River &
Flood managers to discuss repairs to the Nooksack unit river dike which was damaged by the
recent flooding. Kessler will contact the Capital & Asset Management Program to discuss how to
complete the needed repairs.


http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

Leque Island Alternatives Analysis and Design Project: Region 4 Wildlife Program staff,
Habitat Program staff, and Ducks Unlimited (DU) met to plan an upcoming Stakeholder
Advisory Committee meeting on January 22™. The WDFW and DU project team also drafted an
agenda for the meeting and provided input on materials that have been prepared for the

meeting. Projects Coordinator Brokaw emailed materials to the Stakeholder Advisory
Committee to review prior to the meeting, to prepare for the discussion. The Stakeholder
Advisory Committee consists of people who volunteered to participate when the project was
launched in October of 2013. This includes waterfow! hunters, wildlife viewers and
photographers, pheasant hunters, tribes, local jurisdictions, restoration groups, and other
interested local citizens. Following the Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting, WDFW will
schedule a Public Open House. Projects Coordinator Brokaw read and provided comments on a
draft report of modeling results completed by Pacific Northwest National Laboratories

(PNNL). Once PNNL edits and finalizes the report, it will be posted on the project webpage.

Wildlife Conflict Management

Wildlife Conflict Monitoring & Management: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Witman followed
up on a complaint regarding the feeding of deer on Whidbey Island. After meeting with the
landowner, the landowner has stopped feeding deer which has currently resolved the deer
conflict on neighboring properties. Witman contacted the Carsten farm in Skagit County after
receiving reports of a bull elk inside the elk exclusion fence. Witman was assisted by Biologist
Yarborough and Co-managers to herd the elk out of the enclosure.

Biologist Smith used a trail camera to monitor intermittent nocturnal elk activity on agricultural
properties. Smith also discussed non-lethal and harvest options with landowners. In addition,
Smith met with volunteers in the Enumclaw area interested in opportunities to assist landowners
with potential ungulate damage on agricultural properties.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE-
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Tennant Lake Boardwalk Renovation Project: The remodel of the Tennant Lake raised wood
boardwalk continued with our Capital & Asset Management Program workers continuing work
on the loop trail and the two open water landings. Manager Kessler and two of the CAMP
workers hiked in to remove beaver dams to help lower the lake water level to make the
construction of the landings safer. Kessler hiked in two more times during the week to make sure
the dams had not been repaired yet.

Friends of Tennant Lake & Hovander Park Meeting: Manager Kessler attended the monthly
meeting of the Friends of Tennant Lake & Hovander Park. He led a tour of the Boardwalk
renovation for the members so they could see the new construction.

Nooksack Unit Garbage Dumping: Someone dumped a load of construction debris in the
Marine Drive parking area of the Nooksack unit. Manager Kessler cleaned up the materials and



searched through it for anything to identify who dumped it. He found a name and address and
forwarded the information to the local Wildlife Agent for follow up.

Samish Unit Enhancement Project: Projects Coordinator Brokaw received comments on the
project through the Skagit County Special Use process. The comment period closed on January
8™, Three comments were submitted to the County through this process, and they were generally
supportive of the project with a few suggestions for additional features in the design.

Private Lands/Access Management

Waterfowl Quality Hunt and Site Attribute Surveys: Otto and Deyo completed a survey of
use at access sites in Whatcom, Skagit, and Snohomish Counties. After completing surveys,
technicians completed site attribute rankings.

Otto and Deyo built an
additional blind at a
Waterfowl Quality Hunt site
in Snohomish County after
flooding a week ago

Pheasant Release Site
Communications and
Meetings: Biologist Caldwell
coordinated with Pheasant
release volunteer Burke to
meet with a landowner on
Whidbey Island. This
landowner has been providing
pheasant habitat for release and may be a good candidate for the future management efforts. A
m%e‘zting to become acquainted with the landowner has been established for the week of January
26"

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm assisted an ADA hunter to reserve the duck
blind at the Cherry Valley unit. This has been a popular activity for the past month and the
hunters express much appreciation for the opportunity.

Skagit Headquarters: Manager Rotton worked with project partners for the development of
abstract for the Salmon Recovery Conference in Vancouver, WA in May. Rotton and Meis
worked on draft agricultural lease summaries for the 2015 agricultural year.



Island Unit: Manager Rotton continued to follow up on action items related to the barge lease
agreement, tide gate repair process, and ditch maintenance project for the Island unit with
Olympia staff in the CAMP and Contract programs. Manager Rotton and Meis met with Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Group about the Island unit Ditch Maintenance project to get an estimate
for the fish removal process required for the ditch maintenance. Cosgrove and Meis assisted
North Sound Weed Crew staff moving the marsh-masters off the Island unit to the Headquarters
unit boat launch. The Marsh Masters were utilized during the cattail crushing project. Cosgrove
began getting materials together for spring maintenance on the John Deere 7320 and 7230
tractors, which are used primarily on the Island unit for agricultural and moist-soil
enhancements.

Leque Island: Meis monitored water levels, agricultural crop conditions, DOT road work on SR
532, and public usage on the Leque unit. Manager Rotton attended the Leque Island Alternatives
Analysis and stakeholder planning meeting.

DeBay Slough: Meis and Cosgrove removed blackberries around an area of culvert located last
week which connects the small swale in the hunt unit to DeBay's Slough. Meis and Cosgrove
located the interior end of that same culvert and cleaned out debris and mud opening that side of
the culvert. Cosgrove opened the gate to allow water to flow through the culvert during the next
high water event. Manager Rotton notified the Skagit County Roads Department about the
failing culvert on DeBay’s Isle Road, which is the entry road to DeBay’s Slough. The culvert
appears to be collapsing and could close access to the interior of the site. Manager Rotton met
with members of the Skagit Audubon board to discuss birding trail development options on the
site. Board members agree to check the site during migration time frames to determine use by
migratory passerine birds.

Private Lands/Access Management

Waterfowl Hunter Questions: Biologist Caldwell was contacted this week by several hunters
asking questions about the Waterfowl Quality Hunt Program and the Hunt by Reservation
system. Biologist Caldwell answered questions about blind materials, website use, and site
specifics. All hunters stated that they were appreciative of the effort WDFW had made in 2014.

Wildlife Conflict Management

Wildlife Conflict Monitoring & Management: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Witman attended
the North Sound Elk Group Meeting with Co-Managers and worked on the finalization of the
2015-16 North Cascades Elk Harvest Plan. WCS Witman and Wildlife Conflict Supervisor
Caldwell provided feedback on the 2015-16 North Cascades Elk Harvest Plan and meeting notes.
Witman also contacted landowners in the Acme area of Whatcom County and provided hazing
assistance on a dairy farm. He contacted a second landowner in Acme that is interested in a
cooperative fencing plan for a vegetable farm. Furthermore, Witman met with landowners in the
Day Creek area to monitor damage activity and continues to assist Biologist Yarborough with elk
trap monitoring.



While attempting to locate a
mortality signal from an elk
collar, Witman and
Supervisor Caldwell located
elk and swans feeding on a
nearby corn stubble field

Landowner Meetings:
Witman and Wildlife Conflict
Supervisor Caldwell met with
landowners in the Acme area
to pick up elk hoof samples
and discuss landowner
participation in the Wildlife
Conflict Program.

Hunter Education/VVolunteer Coordination

Hunter Education support: Hunter education coordinator Steven Dazey continued working on
updating the contact information for Region 4 volunteer instructors. Several instructors have
moved and/or changed their email addresses and were not receiving the information and updates
from the Department. HE Coordinator Dazey also continues to answer instructor questions in
regards to the upcoming state wide In-Service Training for volunteer instructors.

Outreach to Nooksack Tribal Enforcement: Hunter Education Coordinator Dazey followed up
on a request from the Nooksack Tribe for a hunter education class. The original request was
made in 2014 but due to the short notice no class was able to be scheduled. Dazey did assist
tribal youth to become registered in an existing class in Lynden. This follow up is to see if we
can schedule a class at the Nooksack and engage instructors from the Nooksack for a class later
in 2015.

Chief Instructor Financial Reports: Hunter Education Coordinator Dazey emailed Chief
Instructors who had not yet submitted their Annual Financial Report and reminded them of the
upcoming deadline for submittal. The Chief Instructor Financial Report (CFR) is required as part
of our PR record keeping and could be subject to audit. It is important to insure that all volunteer
Chief Instructors for 2014 submit their report.

New Hunter Education Classes for 2015: HE Coordinator Dazey activated twenty-four new
classes for 2015. This was following an email requesting that Chief Instructors post their class
offerings for 2015 on the Kalkomey website but that they do not start registration until several
weeks before the start date of their class. This allows potential students to see that a class in their
area is coming up, as well as the date they can register for the class. This should decrease the
number of no shows, as now a potential student will see a class in their area is coming up and
will therefore not sign up for a class in another part of the state just to get in but not show up
after seeing a new posting nearer to them.



Volunteer Coordination: Volunteer Coordinator Dazey forwarded to Snoqualmie Wildlife Area
Manager Brian Boehm a Boy Scout looking to perform an Eagle Scout service project. Dazey
also assisted a high school student looking for ideas of service to the Department.

Terry Hoffer Award Nominations: HE Coordinator Dazey followed up on communications to
all volunteer hunter education instructors advising them of the deadline to submit nominations
for the Terry Hoffer Award. Dazey also assisted several instructors who needed further
information on the contributions of instructors that they wished to nominate such as years of
service to DFW, etc.

GOAL 4: SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES,
AND INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Flight Follow: Biologist Milner followed a brant survey crew for their Padilla Bay and
surroundings flight and photography session.

Snoqualmie Wildlife Areas: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm conducted a
review of the current Beaver Management Policy and HPA, the 2014-2015 Snoqualmie Wildlife
Area Management Plan, and required IT Awareness training this past week in preparation for
further planning for the 2015 year. Manager Boehm continued to coordinate with the WAAC on
an upcoming meeting concerning dog-use issues on the WLA. Additionally, Manager Boehm
worked with a college intern to develop a GPS/GIS project targeting mapping of interior roads,
trails, and historic features within the Cherry Valley unit. Mapping of features in other units will
proceed as time allows.

Meis and Cosgrove completed the following online training modules: Ethics, Fire Extinguisher,
Heat Related IlIness, IT Security, and Sexual Harassment training modules.

Active Shooter Training: Otto attended this training at the Mill Creek regional office. It was a
standing room only course with some very valuable information passed along.

Final Supervisor Training, Module 4: Biologist Caldwell attended the final module of
Supervisor Training in Montesano.

New Hunter Education/Volunteer Coordinators: HE/Volunteer Coordinator Dazey assisted
Hunter Education Program Manager Dave Whipple with the first day orientation of two new
HE/Volunteer coordinators: Aaron Garcia and Bill Montgomery in Olympia. Dazey also used the
opportunity to pick up supplies from the Tumwater warehouse for Region 4 instructors.



REGION 5
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory

District 9: Biologists Anderson and Bergh completed annual waterfowl surveys as part of the
nationwide Mid-winter Waterfow!l Inventory. Surveys were done as part of The District 9
section of the survey that covers the Columbia River from the Washougal River to the John Day
Dam. Overall waterfowl numbers were some of the highest recorded during this survey with
over 14,000 birds reported. Of interest during the survey was the observation of several redhead
ducks, and an unusual number of hooded mergansers. As with previous years, the majority of
waterfowl seen during the survey were large rafts of greater and lesser scaup seen on the open
water of the Columbia River. Of interest to birders was a mew gull that was seen during the
survey near Bingen. Mew gulls breed in tundra marshy areas, streams, islands, and coastal cliffs
in the arctic. They are interesting as they will nest in trees and on the ground. In the Pacific
Northwest they are more commonly found along the coast in the winter and are considered rare
inland. Also during the survey a sub adult bald eagle was observed near the Hood River Bridge
with an orange patagial wing marker (photo by Greg Close). It turns out this bald eagle was
banded and marked in 2013 as a juvenile on Catalina Island off the coast of California. During
the same week of the waterfowl survey a local birder (Steve Essley) photographed a peregrine
falcon at Cape Horn. Peregrine falcons will start to defend low elevation breeding territories as
early as January. This bird was photographed close to a known breeding site.

Mew Gull — Columbia River near Bingen
Peregrine Falcon — Cape Horn — Photo
by Steve Essley


http://www.pbase.com/jpkln/mew

Juvenile bald eagle with an orange
patagial wing marker — Winter Visitor
from CA — Photo by Greg Close

District 10: Biologists Holman,
Stephens, and Emeritus Biologist Miller
conducted Mid-Winter Waterfowl
surveys in Lewis, Cowlitz, and
Wahkiakum Counties. Totals detected
this year were as follows: 3,221 ducks,
2,815 geese, and 127 swans. The
ground surveys were done in
combination with an aerial effort to
survey the larger open waters of the

Columbia River. Collection of these data is a cooperative effort between state and federal
partners to document concentrations of waterfowl on their wintering grounds. The data collected
will be sent to the Pacific Flyway Council where it will be summarized in a report.

Mid-winter Waterfowl surveys in District 10

Shillapoo Wildlife Area

Water Management: Assistant Manager Hand
and Technician Fox have been continuing to
measure and maintain the water levels on the
Shillapoo Wildlife Area. The North unit,
including the Lakebed, has water levels much
lower than previous years. This is unfortunately
reducing the amount of area available to
waterfowl, as well as access to hunting. Unlike
the South unit, the North unit is completely
reliant on annual precipitation instead of pumping. The South unit is holding a decent amount of




water and staff members are keeping the pumps running as much as possible with the current
river stage of the Columbia River. The Vancouver Lake unit is holding and maintaining the
preferred water levels as well.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE-
RELATED RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCES.

Wildlife Management

Southwest Washington Management Area 2A and 2B Goose Hunt: There is one week
remaining in the 2014-2015 SW Washington Management Area 2A regular season goose

hunt. The last hunting day of the regular season will be on Sunday, January 25", 2015. To date,
506 hunters have checked a total of 1,210 geese at three check stations at a ratio of
approximately 2.4 geese per hunter. All zones remain open for Management Area 2A as of
Sunday, January 18". For information regarding up-to-date zone closures, hunters can call the
Region 5 office at (360) 696-6211 and follow the menu options for hunting and

waterfowl. Hunters interested in participating in the remainder of this season can refer to pages
3, 6-7 and 9-10 of the Migratory Waterfowl and Upland Game Season Pamphlet for further
details regarding requirements for participation.
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01635/wdfw01635.pdf

Southwest Washington Management Area 2A Special Late Season Goose Hunt: January 16
was the application deadline for Master Hunters interested in participating in the 2015
Management Area 2A Special Late Goose Season. This hunt will take place on participating
properties from February 4™ through March 7" on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. Landowners experiencing damage from geese on agricultural properties within Area 2A
can sign up for assistance through this program at any time throughout the season. Landowners
interested in participating should contact the WDFW Region 5 office at 360-696-6211 for more
information on how to be included. Master Hunters who are selected to participate in these hunts
will need to abide by the same regulations and possess all of the same authorizations required to
hunt geese during the regular season in Area 2A. Check station locations, regulations and
requirements for participation can be found on pages 3, 6-7 and 9-10 of the Migratory Waterfowl
and Upland Game Season Pamphlet or check online at
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01635/wdfw01635.pdf

Shillapoo Wildlife Area

Waterfowl: With less than two weeks remaining in the 2014/15 waterfowl season, hunters
should still be optimistic. Assistant Manager Hand reports still seeing high numbers of geese
regularly using the Shillapoo Wildlife Area. There has also been an increase in duck numbers
with large concentrations of northern pintails and American green-winged teal around. Other
species noticed include northern mallard, gadwall, American wigeon, northern shoveler, greater
scaup, bufflehead, and even a ruddy duck!


http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01635/wdfw01635.pdf
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01635/wdfw01635.pdf

Access

Vancouver Lake Access Sites: Traffic

counter data was downloaded reflecting :
vehicle use at the site from September o]
2014 to January 2015. The average s |
monthly vehicle count at this site was -
3,010 cars each month with a peak of o]
3,521 vehicles in October. WDFW is 1600
collecting vehicle count data on each .
site for the entire year to compare o |
seasonal changes and peaks. |
Vehicle use at Vancouver Lake from o]
September 1, 2014 to January 1, 2015 | WS USIGEE [N S e

Langsdorf Landing and Oneida Access Sites: Access staff Spangler and Rhodes met with
WDFW Engineer Hansen and Statewide Access Program Manager Sherlock, as well as RCO
staff R. Calhoun and A. Cole for a final inspection of both sites. RCO approved and signed off
on both sites — great job in getting these sites completed!

8 Langsdorf Landing inspection

GOAL 3: USE SOUND BUSINESS
PRACTICES, DELIVER HIGH-
QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE.

| Wildlife Managemenet

Annual District Team Coordination
Meeting: Regional Wildlife Program
Manager Jonker, District 10 Biologist
Holman, and District 9 Biologist Bergh
joined members of the Region 5 WDFW
staff representing all programs for an
annual planning effort. The members of Wildlife, Habitat, Fisheries, Enforcement, and Business
Services reviewed cross-program accomplishments from 2014, including the completion of
establishing recommendations for the 2015-17 Big-Game Hunting Seasons, Columbia River
sport-fishing regulations, review of ALEA grant applications, Priority Habitat and Species
mapping, etc. Projects for the team members to work together on for 2015 include gaining
access to private lands for WDFW projects, mitigation for proposed energy developments,
another round of ALEA project review, etc.

Hoof Disease Public Working Group Meeting: The 5 Public Working Group meeting was
held last week. Topics discussed included the Hoof Disease Technical Advisory Group
diagnosis consensus statement on Treponeme-associated hoof disease (TAHD), progress on



implementing efforts to understand hoof disease prevalence/distribution, the proposal to study
hoof disease survival, and the draft of the decision tree for implementing a hoof disease
euthanasia protocol. The meeting wrapped up with public testimony from two members of the
public. Information on the Hoof Disease Working Group can be found at:
http://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/ehd/

Hoof Disease Prevalence Survey: Biologists Holman, Stephens, and George tested the current
methodology being developed for an upcoming citizen science study initiated to proximate the
apparent prevalence of hoof disease in southwest Washington. An area surrounding an identified
sample point was surveyed in an effort to locate groups of elk. Elk were not observed. However,
valuable information was obtained regarding the accessibility of the area, logistics involved in
conducting the survey, and the functionality of the available materials. Additional tests will be
conducted in the coming weeks in an effort to finalize the methodology. The study is scheduled
to begin the first week of March and run through the end of April. Training will be required and
information on how to participate in this effort will be made available soon. In the interim,
anyone interested in volunteering for this citizen science effort can call the Region 5 office at
360-696-6211.

Wildlife Conflict — D-10

Elk Damage: Conflict Specialist Conklin met with six land owners in the Randle area regarding
elk damage. One of the land owners is reporting the elk are sleeping in his barn and eating his
hay. When Conklin arrived to confirm this report she saw plenty of evidence of significant elk
damage including approximately fifty head of elk feeding in the land owner’s cow

pasture. Unfortunately, this particular land owner will not sign a DPCA or allow public hunting
opportunity so lethal removal of the elk
was not possible. Conklin placed critter
gitters in the open barn to hopefully
deter the elk from coming in. Other non- M 440

lethal measures used this week in the BB
Randle area were Mylar tape, bird shot <
for hazing, and bird bangers. y : :

Elk damage to what were square bales
of hay in a barn

Conflict Specialist Conklin met with
Cowlitz Wildlife Area Manager Grabski
regarding the possibility of providing a
grazing opportunity on the Wildlife Area
for one of the larger land owners in Randle. Conklin and the Wildlife Area team will also work
together to monitor three master hunter damage hunts that will take place in Randle.



http://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/ehd/

Partial herd of elk in land owner’s -..LLL::

fields in Randle - —

Private Lands/Access z Aok - G
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Waterfowl Hunting Access: Conflict = sl

Specialist Conklin and Natural g .

Resource Technician Sample reached

out to land owners to discuss .

waterfowl hunting access “ : i

opportunities on private B R » e dile i

property. Several of the land owners - Q”L,;[ e ‘l S e

appeared interested in working with o, ‘ﬁh T

WDFW on this project.
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D-10 & MSHWA Winter Conditions

Past Weather: November temperatures and precipitation were both below normal. Light
accumulations of snow fell on the Mount St. Helens Wildlife Area the last weekend of
November and at the end of December. Temperatures for December were above normal with
slightly less than average precipitation.

Short-Term Forecast: Snow levels will fluctuate between 2,500 to 7,500 feet during the
upcoming week. The 6-10 and 8-14 day forecast are for above normal temperatures and below
normal precipitation.

Long-Term Forecast: The January forecast and the three month forecast are for above normal
temperatures and below normal precipitation.

Habitat: Forage is available at middle and lower elevations.

Snow Depths: Lower elevations are currently snow free, with minimal depths at the middle and
upper elevations.

Animal Concentrations: No unusual concentrations noted to date. The second winter elk
survey was conducted on the Mount St. Helens Wildlife Area on January 6", with one hundred
forty-five elk being observed. The composition of the herd was fifty-one cows, twenty calves,
and seventy-four bulls.

Animal Condition: Animals appear to be in good condition.

Mortality: None reported to date.



Public Contacts: None to report regarding winter conditions.

The Public is reminded the portion of the Mount St. Helens Wildlife Area lying east of a line
defined by Hoffstadt Creek, The North Fork Toutle, and Deer Creek is closed to public access
through April 30, 2014, to minimize disturbance and associated energy demands on elk
wintering there.

District 9: Winter Conditions

Past Weather: There was some precipitation in the South Cascades this week but annual
snowpack is still at forty percent of normal for the year.

Winter Severity: The Klickitat Wildlife Area had a light dusting of snow this week, but warmer
weather appears to be melting most all areas. All south facing slopes are opening and available
to wintering deer. There is little concern for the current severity of the winter conditions on big
game populations in Skamania County and the western portion of Klickitat County. The eastern
portions of Klickitat County have had no snow accumulation this winter and deer are reported in
good condition.

Habitat: Habitat is open and forage available below 3,500 feet in most of the south
Cascades. Snow pack at select SNOTEL sites in the South Cascades around 4,000 feet is
approximately thirty-four inches.

Animal Concentrations: Normal elk concentrations are being seen in western Klickitat County
and there are no reports of unusual concentrations of deer in the district.

Animal Condition: Animals appear to be in good condition and numerous deer have been seen
in the past week with healthy fawns.

Mortality: None documented this week.

Public Contacts: No concerns raised by the public this week.

REGION 6

NO REPORT SUBMITTED THIS WEEK
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