Wildlife Program
Week ofJanuary 1218, 2015

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Bighorn sheep capture:District 3 biologistsalong with wildlife biologists from District 2,
Region 2, Wolf Progranmand Lamls programassisted in a bighorn sheep capture from the
Asotin herd. Seventeessheep, including half of the lambs from this year twalewes were
capturedor transport to SDSU for the captive study.
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Biologists from Washington, Idaho Fish and Game,
Umatilla National Forest, and the Nez Perce Tribe
work up a ram from the Asotin herd
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Regional Sheep Capturing Efforts

Wolf Local Working Groups: Specialist Shepherd
disaussed local working groups with
Smackout/Aladdin area ranchers and a Ferry Co
ranching family. Specialist Shepherd also discuss
local working groups with U.S. Forest Service anad
Stevens County Conservation District personnel.

Conservation District Presentation in Whitman County: Conflict Specialist Bennett

presented informatioabout wolf identification and nelethal deterrents to the public that
attended the Palouse Rock Lake Conservation District annual meeting. A good dialogue and
many questions were generated byftrey-nine attendees. Supervisor McCanna stayed for the
enire meetinganswering questions during the breaks.

Bi-Weekly Region One Wolf Conflict Conference CallSupervisor McCanna prepared an
agenda and facilitated tiiegion 1wolf bi-weekly conference call with Conflict Specialists
Shepherd, Bennett, Earl,dRegion 1Wildlife Program Mamager Robinette participating he
conference call is usdd update staff on Regidhwolf and wolf conflict items. Several nen
wolf conflict questions and concerns were also discusBlCanna completed notes from the
meetng and senthem outto the group and Olympia staff.

Private Lands/Access

Habitat Restoration Projects: Biologist Lewis developed a project proposal fawanty-two

acre tree/shrub planting peat to present to the Spokarteapter of the Md Deer Foundation

(MDF) for possible funding. The project is to provide escape and thermal cover for deer and
upland birds by establishing approximately 8,700 native trees and shrubs on hillsides 0€170 ac
property in the Lamont area.

Mule Deer Foundation Monthly M eeting: Biologist Lewis attended the January monthly MDF
meeting in Spokane to present and discuss the project proplesd&pokane chaptseemed



interested and will possibly work withe Mt. Vernon MDF chapter to partner on the projaictl
fund several projects.

Mule Deer Foundation (MDF): Biologist Earl talked to the MDF Regional Director about the
grant from the Lower Snake River Wind Facility that was earmarked for habitat work in Garfield
County. Earl will be writing a proposal for héht projects in and around the Windfarm to

benefit Mule deer.

CREP Eligibility: Biologist Earl met with CREP Cluster Coordinator Mike Deniijey
visitedthreemiles of Pataha Creek tributaries to discuss the eligibility criteria for the
program. Earland Denny will be working to write a proposal to extend some CREP eligibility
for some of the tributaries of Garfield County.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Sherman Creek Wildlife Area Trail
Map: Wildlife Area Assitant

ManagerPalmer recorded GPS tracks
for additional portions of the trail
system along Lake Rooseveltthé
Sherman Creek WLA and worked thg
map that is being developed for user

This view fran along the trail looks
across Lake Roosevelt toward Old
Kettle Falls and the mouth of the
Colville River

Winter Conditions

Wildlife Management - District 1: Winter continued in a mild way this week in northeastern
Washington.A snow storm came in on Thsday night which dropped several more inches of
snow on the mountains. In the valleys, however, temperatures warmed to turn the snow into rain
by daytime on FridayAs of January 18theforty-ninedegrees North Ski Resort hawdenty:

five inches of sner at the lodge antbrty-threeinches on the summit of Chewelah Mountain.

Wildlife Management - District 2: Weather in District 2 this week included heavy cloud cover
and mixed rain/snow in the lower elevations and snow in the moun@ayime temperaires
were in thethirtiesto low fortieswith nighttime temperatures dropping into tixenties

Wildlife Management - District 3: Mild conditions prevailed throughout the District this past
week. Fog was common in the lower elevations whilerguskieswe r e common above



MSL.Very | ow snow depths exist i ni2t4hde ontocuunrtraiinng
5,5006.

Private Lands - District 1. Weather during the week was cold and foggy and then increasingly
mild with snow at the end of tiveeek. High temperatures ranged fromenty-six to thirty-eight
degrees.

Private Lands - District 2: Mild temperature for winter with times of freezing rain, rain, fog,
and occasional snow flurries.

Private Lands - District 3: High winds with temperatures thefortiesduring the day with
freezing temperatures at night.

Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area:About two inches of snow fell, but fog and cloudiness prevailed
during the week, with temperatures ranging betwesmty-five and thirtyfive degrees. Nearly
three quarters of an inch of rain and warmer weather foggmdegrees, arrived over the
weekend. Rain washed away all sncover.

Blue Mountains Wildlife Areas: Thi s weekod6s weather was mostl vy ¢
some snow and rain showers eaiiiethe week.Fog at lower elevations was still present along

with somewhat warmer temperatures for this time of y&mow levels in the Blue Mountains

are still low.

REGION 2
WOLVES

Okanogan Wolf Management:Biologist Heinlen pulled the two trail ozeras placed at a
reported wolf sighting at Green Lake this peri@ameras captured only mule deer, hikersl
domestic dogsBiologist Fitkin is following up on a report of up to three wolves in GMU 239
within the Carlton Complex Fire burn arédthough the report has not yet been verified, the
description of the animals sounds like members of the Lookout Hé&.would be an

expansion of knowpack territory to the east. Specialist Heilhecker met with a representative
from Conservation Northwest tiscuss range riding within the Lookout pack

territory. Specialist Heilhecker talked with the range rider to set up a meeting for next week to
finish their annual report.

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Northern Leopard Frog Project: Biologists Finger and E. Duvuvuei traeel to Washington

State University to deliver Northern Leopard Frog DNA samples and discuss the project with Dr.
Caren Goldberg, Dr. Rod Sayler, PhD students Erim Gomez and Travis, anthlabiss

Mickey. WSU has been contracted to process the genetic samples and provide a population



viability analysis; this information will be used to determine the translocation feasibility for this
population. Disease surveillance in the NLFMA and ategutial reintroduction sites was also
discussed Environmental DNA (eDNA), includes trace amounts of DNA from skin, waste,

eggs, etc. that are present in the environment and can be used as a species surveillance
technique.This type of DNA degrades quilgk so the detection of eDNA indicates that a

species is currently present in the systé@ecause chytrids fungus can be difficult to detect and
amphibians have varying levels of susceptibility and resistance, eDNA may be a better option
than collecting lsin swabs to determine if this disease is present in a systhim.work will help
determine if potential release sites are appropriate based on a comparison of the relative amounts
of chytrids fungus in the NLFMAFurther, for an additional $5 per samplve can also screen
potential reintroduction sites for the presence of Northern Leopard Frogs to confirm that they do
not already occur therdJnfortunately, the contract funding this project ends this BN, and

eDNA processing could natccur until aftethat time.

Dr. Caren Goldberg (WSU)
explains and demonstrates the
eDNA sampling protocol for water
collection and filtration to E.
Duvuvueii Photo by R. Finger

Biologist Finger provided Biologist
E. Duvuvuei with ArcGIS training to s
digitize NLFMA pord boundaries at i
high water levels; this data will be
used in the sampling design for
collection of eDNA water samples.

Injured Wildlife: Biologists O.
Duvuvuei and S. Dougherty responded to a
report of an injured bald eagle in Moses :
Lake. Duvuvuei and Dagherty were able to
capture the eagle and transport it to Blue
Mountain Wildlife, a rehabber from the Tri
cities. The rehabbers were able to determin
that the eagle had a fractured humerd&er
some rest and care, the eagle is expected tq
make a fullrecovery.

X-ray of injured bald eagle looking from the
underside of the eagleNote the fracture in

the humerus o the right side of the image
Image preided by Blue Mountain Wildlife

Wolverine Research:Trapping season is in
full swing and recentlywye 6 ve had

different wolverines visiting traps in different
locations including two previously captured




adult females and a new unknown adult m&lmst traps had to be closed over the holiday
weekend due to avalanche danger; however, we will beirmgpéhem all this week with high
hopes of a capture in the near term.
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Bold and beautiful Mallory



Wildlife Areas

Methow Salmon Recovery ProjectsManagerurnari spent nearly an entire dayt-in-the-

field during a site visit to the Chewuch Riveearwith Yakama Nation biologist Chris Butler

and WDFWG6s Habitat B iTleelpapmpse®ftthe sitg \nsd \asspdroofmmaa n n .
onthe-ground evaluation to remap the placement of thedidanelthe perimeter othe

wetland mitigation areand theGPS points for adjacent trees well asdentify & flag

replacement campsitesid the probable location of a new interior road leading to these new
sites. Chris proved thatlti v a | r eadafteshe allowedime to borrow his snowshoes while

he trudgedhrough the deep snow.

Note: We reed to purchasenowshoes for staff field usafterwards, we visited the northern
campground (noted snowmobile & skier tracks) and thentover to the tbwing waters of the

Views of Falls Creek with Lynda Hofmann &
Sherry Furnari

Snowshoe prints at Chewuch Rivel
area of Methow

Participated in two conference calls (1/2 day) regarding the Silver Side Channel fisheries
enhancement project with several WDFW staff and CCFEG representatives on their 30%
design.Returnel Jason McCormickdéds (Aspect Consulting)
endorsed agriculturatrigation water metering projectie said the Methow was not really in

the primary studyared. r ecommended i f heds intesmsted in
these are leasedlG areas, | felt it would be best if he could provide a project summary on WSU
letterhead detailing the effort and then send it to the lessees asking thtaeirfeupport to

participate.



Chiliwist Wildlif e Area Deer Fence Construton: Manager Haug and assistant Wehmeyer

met with an adjacent landowner to the Chiliwist Wildlife Area to discuss the deer fence being
constructed and signing a fencing agreement for future maintenance. The landowner was pleased

at the progress the WCCesrs, along with Brad Zabreznik, technician for the Chelan Wildlife

Area and Ed with the Wells Wildlife Area were making on the deer fence near the east boundary

of the wildlife area. The fence portion identified should be finished this week and Sinlahekin
crews wil | begin work on a couple more portio
Conplex fire.

WCC crews hanging fencing on newly
re-constructed prtion of Chiliwist
Deer Fencé Photo by Justin Haug

Bridgeport BarTree Removal

Project: Maintenance Mechanic Fidel

Rios and Natural Resource Technicians

Angel Hastings and Virgilio Ruiz

began clearing Siberian elm trees from

shrub rows onhte Bridgeport Bar

unit. This invasive species is beginning

to dominate many of the shrub rows on

the unit crowding out more desirable

species and in some areas creating a

nearly impenetrable thicket of saplingd.l | saplings and most trees r
treatment with glyphosate while those trees t
treament. Fidel used our log loader to move cut trees from the shrub row to the adjacent field

where they wilbe chipped this coming week.

Construction Work Ongoing
Photo byDan Peterson

GOAL 2: PROVIDE
SUSTAINABLE FISHING,
HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED
RECREATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Methow Postfire Forest
Management Project: Project
Forester Jamie Bass finished
preparing for harvesters, compiled
legal information regarding the sale,
and coordinated equipment staging and meetingidlife Area Manager Sherry Furnari and
Forester Jamie Bass met with Dave and Andy Gasho of Gasho & Gasho LLC favarire
meeting. In the meeting we went over ecological concerns and priorities, cultural resource
protection and protocol, road permits, exteel work schedule, marking guides, and conditions




for work that may halt logging operati@rin addition, they did a field visit intthe Bear Creek

unit to point out r qoadansdy sptoesnssi,b |IfieArleaansd itnog Psriot
the othe unit, Cougar Flatgs to be operated in, another field visit will occur before harvesting

begins. Andy Gasho is currently staging equipment outside the unit until the final confirmation

from Olympia arives with the signed contract.

An dectronic copyof thesigned contract received from Jennifer Maze in Olympia for Harvester
andPurchasers arrived Wednesdaye rotified Andy Gasho, who began harvest work the next
day. Forester Bass installed photo -
points for monitoring in the Bear
Creek South unitdarvesters were
felling trees and clearing a landing
spot in the unit using chainsaws.
Equipment has been moved into the [
unit and logs are beginning to be
decked besidtheaccess roadBass
continues to monitor and document A i
work progress and quality. ®

Loggers decking omMethow

Rehabilitation Projecti Photo byJamie
Bass

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Week : Jan 1824
Total Permits Used by| Likelihood of Using More Permits
Permits Start of the in the Foreseeable Future
Available Week

Master Hunter Elk | 50 7 Low

(Hunt Choice 2702)

Master Hunter 30 0 Low

Deer

(Hunt Choice 1802)

Wildlife Areas

Pateros Deer Drive:Manager Haug, assistant manager Wehmeyer, Kyle White & Joe Anderson
(prescribed burn crewandPrivate Lands Biologist Braaten met with other WDFW personal and
private landowners/citizerte drive hundreds of deer froam orchard near Pateros and onto the
Chel an Wil dl i fniewhée deex ferece hadhjustebeeaaastructed. The operation



was an ettemely difficult one to managbut Manager Ron Fox did a great job to get as many
deer out of the orchamk possible

Volunteers lined up fordeer drivei Photos by Justin
Haug

Deer on the deer driveé Photos by Eric Braaten




KOMW Weekly Interview: Operatiors Manager Swedberg completée56"fi As k Dal e o
weekly interview talking about DFW RCO projects, i.e., Riverside Access Sit8iatahekin
Ecosystem Phase 3, on DFW lands with Becki Andrist at KOMIMnterview segments are

now online ahttps://komwaskdale.wordpress.com/

Carlton Complex Fire Restoration: The local chapter ahe Mule Deer Foundation met this
week to plan a call for projects to provide funding for restoration of critical habitats on the
Carlton Complex fire in Okanogan Countyim researched bitterbrush plantings and is
preparing to submit a project, alonghvmanager Haug, to drill seed bitterbrush next

fall. Proceeds from the MDF banqueds,well aghe special fund raiser in Winthrop this winter
has raised approximately $10,000 festoration on the fire area.

Douglas County Recreation:Local bird wachersRich Hendrick and Meredith Spencer report

regular observations of snowy owls on Dyer Hill, west of Bridgejaarivell as locations east of
Mansfield.1 n t he | ast week theyove alMeredithavasen a gyr f
especially excitethy the pygmy owl since the last reported sighting in Douglas County was

several years ago.

Snowy Owl on Dyer Hilll Photo by Meredith Northern PygmyOwl i Photo by Meredith
Spencer Spencer


https://komwaskdale.wordpress.com/

Snowy Owls are a reliable winter visitor on
the Mansfield Plateaudrawing bird
watchers from across the stat&his group
is from Tacoma and spent themhg weekend
traveling throughout Douglas ad
Okanogan countie$ Photo by Meredith Spencer

Recreational Opportunities (Weekender):
Warming weather in the forecast should give
another boost to waterfowl hunting,
particularly ifit is warm enough to bring
spring migrants back to the areA.recent
snow should stir activity in our local
mallards and the melting snow may
accumulate in fieldsallowing ducks and
geese to spread outhe forecast is thus far
looking good for the end of our waterfowling
season.As weather begins to warm and
spring migrant waterfowl return, they will
begin pairing for the breeding seasdris

is a time of year in which birders can begin
to view the various mating displays of
migratory waterfowl. Several reports of snowy owils the northern Columbia Bashave been
received recentlylTo locate these owls, search around open agricultural fields and grasslands
that contain ample rodents for forage.

Ice Fishing: Access Manager Gravebserved ice fishermen beginnityappearhroughout the
basin.

Rd 3 @ Evergreen Lakk Photo by Joe Graves Fresh Snow on Mt. Gardner from Methow
Wildlife Area OfficeT Photo by Jamie Bass



Hungarian Partridge near Blue
LakeT Photoby Justin Haug
REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND
PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND
WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area Winter | {
Weather: Weather remained mildLate in the weeka stam system brought several inches of
snow down to Columbia River elevations, which quiakigltedas temps reached into the high
fortieson the weekend.Conditions for deer, eJkand bighorn sheep remain good with easy
access to forage and mild temperasurThe low elevation forecast for the upcomaegek of
Jaruary19 is shown below.

1 1 For More Weather Information:
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Weather forecast for the West Bar area, Colockum Wildlife Area from Tuesday, aan@oi
Saturday, Jan 24, 2015

SNOTEL Sites and Colockum snowpack conditionsThere are ttee NRCS Snotel Sites on or
near the Colockum Wildlife Area that provide interesting weather ddtase sites have been in
operation since 1980The sites consist of measuring devices and sensors, a shelter house for
radio equipment and batteries, amesma and solar panelsData is recorded evefifteen

minutes and is automatically relayed by radio on a daily bdsis.sensors include a pressure
sensing snow pillow, a snow depth sensor, a storage precipitation gadgetemperature
sensor.Thesnow pillow is an envelope of synthetic rubber filled with an antifreeze solufisn.
snow accumulates on the pillow, it exerts pressure on the solufiatomatic measuring

devices in the shelter house convert the weight of the snow into an eleetdialg of the
snowobs wat -dhe acaug amownbof veatert(in inches) of a given amount of siibw.
precipitation gauge measures all precipitation in any form that falls during the year, while the
temperature sensor determines the minimum, maxi and average daily readingehe three

sites on or near the Colockum include the Grouse Camp Snotel site located on DFW near the to
of the Naneum Basin at 5380 fettte Trough Snotel site located on DNR on Naneum Ridge
between the north and southKerof Colockum Creek at 53084, and the Wheeler Snotell site,



located in the Stemilt Basin near Upper Wheeler Reservoir (£8)0 The Grouse Camp site
was destroyed in the 2013 Colockdrarps Fire, but was quickly rebuilt by NRCS.

The Colockum ar@is currently well below average for high elevation precipitation, as seen
below in data collected by NRCS Snotel sites.
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Location of three NRCS Snotel sites on or near Colockum Wildlife Area, showing current
percent of average Snow Water Eqalents (SWE)s of Jan 15, 2015

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman worked on a short proposal to present to the Wild
Sheep Foundation (WSF) to provide financial assistance for the potential acquisition of an
inholding to tke wildlife area in Bear Canyon.

Manager Huffman ordered a pallet of deer pellets for feeding big horn sheep and NRW2 Farias
went to the lower valley to pick uplhe bags were stored in the grain storage room for use this
feeding season.

Oak Creek Staff continued to feed big horn sheep lnat ¢heNile feed site.Staff started

feeding elk at the Junction feed site on Thursday; this was done to provide an additional location
for darting of elk needed for the wesitle elk hoof disease studipespite the warm weatheslk
numbers are faiyl high at this feed siteStaff coordinated work schedules and feeding coverage
over the holiday weekend.



Peak Elk Counts for Week:
Headquarters

Junction 280

Nile-250

Sheepl40

Cowiche

Winter Weather: Seasonal temps and fog returned this past weitk some snow that melted
off. The weekend brought heavy rain and warm tenvgeather for this comingeekis
expected to be partly sunny with highs in the uppetiesto low fortiesand lows below
freezing. There are slight chances of precipitatiater in the week.

Elk are in the area and come into the feed site occasiofatlyess to vegetation remains good
with no snow at lower elevation3.here is minimal grass green up.

Elk are in seasonally good condition.
Wenas Wildlife Area Winter Feeding

Mellotte Feed Site elk numberg ~700 animals:Elk feeding continues, with animals staying

close to the feed site. On Wednesday, Assistant Manager Taylor found a calf that had been killed
on the feed sitdhut wasunable to determine what killeddtie to quick and extensive

scavenging. That afternoon, we received a repdwafarge dogs chasing elk ~1.5 miles east of

the feed site. Wildlife Area and enforcement staff met with the reporting party, but the dogs were
no longer visible. No further ports have been received. Elk are in seasonally good condition.

Manager Confer Morris fed on Friday and Saturday to give Assistant Manager Taylor a couple
of days off of his fday per week winter schedule.

Elk feeding atthe Mellotte siteon Saturday norning



Winter Weather: Weather temperatures were near normal for the week, with highs in the mid to
upperthirtiesand lowfortiesand lows in the midwentiesto thirty degrees and snow Friday and
Saturday.

Temperatures for the coming week are expetddzt above normal, with highs Sunedpnday
in the mid to uppetfifties and in the low to midortiesfor the rest of the week.

LT Murray Wildlife Area: Techs Schnebly and Hill began winter elk feeding Monday, with
roughlyfive hundredhead in each ohe two feed sites.

Winter Conditions: Lows in the uppetwentiesto low thirties with highs in the midhirtiesto
mid-forties We hadfour inches of new snow Thursday night, most of which melted by Friday
afternoon.

Robinson feed site is consistentigldingfour hundred fiftyelk, with Watt fluctuating between
two hundred and five hundred

Wildlife Management

Sheep Trapping:Biologists Bernatowicz, Biologist Moore, and Oak Creek Staff finished setting
up the Clemans sheep traphe sheep were ingily hesitant to enter the finished trag/hen a

little snow arrived Thursdaryight, the sheep were feeding well into the trdpansport boxes

were picked up from the Yakama Nation and trapping is scheduled for Wednesday.

Bighorn sheep at the Cleans
trap

Colockum Bull ElIk Study:
Biologist Bernatowicz tracked
down a collar that was discarded
on the edge of an orchard on the
Yakama Indian Reservation. The
collar was covered in blood,
confirming the bull had been
harvested.

Hoof Disease StudyBiologist
Bernatowicz organized an elk
darting session for next week at
the request of Dr. Mansfield. The
Yakima elk herd is being used as a control to compare to samples taken from western
Washington.




