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Wildlife Program  
Week of October 12 ï October 18, 2015 
 

WOLF ACTIVITIES  

 

Region 1 Wolf Activities 

 

Cattle Depredation: Biologist Shepherd confirmed a wolf depredation injury on a calf in the 

Smackout pack territory and concluded the investigation report. 

 

District 1 Wolf Management Meeting: Supervisor McCanna and Acting Carnivore Section 

Manager Becker facilitated the first District 1 wolf team meeting.  This will be a weekly meeting 

to ensure all staff involved with wolves are sharing information and sharing upcoming activities.  

This coordination will assist in responding to public inquiries or sharing information with 

WDFW.  

 

Producer Contacts: Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Worker Weatherman contacted 

producers in the Smackout area concerning recent wolf activity. Natural Resource Worker 

Weatherman contacted producers in other state and federal grazing allotments in Stevens and 

Pend Oreille counties. The discussions centered on the number of cattle removed and remaining 

on the grazing allotments. Natural Resource Worker Weatherman also reported any cattle 

observed to the respective producer.  

 

Range Rider Contacts: Range riders were present in the North Fork Chewelah Creek and other 

US Forest Service (USFS) allotments. Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Worker 

Weatherman contacted range riders in the North Fork Chewelah Creek and other allotments.    

 

Wolf Territory Monitoring: Natural Resource Worker Weatherman patrolled USFS grazing 

allotments in west Pend Oreille County for any cattle remaining in the Dirty Shirt pack home 

range. 

  

Meetings: Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Worker Weatherman attended three District 

1 meetings, including a Wolf Management Meeting, Bear and Cougar Management Meeting, and 

Grizzly Bear Information and Education Meeting. 

 

Huckleberry Wolf Pack: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett updated the WDFW Huckleberry 

Chronology after contact was made with two producers in the area. Bennett also contacted 

Commissioner Dashiell to schedule an appointment to meet to discuss possible producers in 

Stevens County that may need to be contacted by WDFW.  

 

Representative and Commissioner Wolf Conference Call: Supervisor McCanna and Wildlife 

Conflict Specialist Shepherd participated on the wolf conference call.  Several items were 

discussed, with a potential in-person meeting being held to discuss operator changes due to 

wolves being on the landscape and how WDFW staff ramped up involvement to assist operators. 
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Tucannon Pack: Biologist Earl travelled to Dayton to assist Conflict Specialist Rasley with 

locating and informing landowners in Columbia County who have cattle in the area where the 

pack was currently located.  Earl and Rasley attempted to track the collar on the WDFW web site 

but it was down as of 12:00 a.m. on October 13. 

 

OR14: While in Dayton, Biologist Earl met with Conflict Specialist Rasley and Sergeant 

Mosman and assisted them with the investigation in the shooting of OR14. 

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Deer Hunter Check Stations: District Wildlife Biologist Dana Base and Assistant District 

Wildlife Biologist Annemarie Prince prepared equipment and supplies along with staff 

coordination for operating deer hunter check stations within District 1 on weekend days within 

the modern firearm deer season.  Staff worked with Wildlife Veterinarian Dr. Kristin Mansfield 

in implementing an experimental procedure for monitoring the incidence of the Bluetongue virus 

in hunter harvested deer.   The first hunter check station of the season occured on Sunday, 

October 18. 

 

Northeast Washington check station by the numbers: 

 

Deer Park, October 18, 2015 

Total hunters: 88 

White-tails checked: 19 

Mule deer checked: 3 

Other game: 1 bobcat and 1 black bear 

 

Chattaroy, October 18, 2015 

Total hunters: 74 

White-tails checked: 14 

Other game: 1 moose and various waterfowl 

 

Deer Park, October 12, 2014 

Total hunters: 81 

White-tails checked: 8 

Mule deer checked: 1 

Other game: ruffed grouse, waterfowl, and 1 black bear 

 

Chattaroy, October 12, 2014 

Station did not run on this date 
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For a historical contrast at Deer Park, 

the check station run on October 15, 

1989 had 705 total hunters with 69 deer 

checked, including 46 white-tails and 

18 mule deer.  Back then, of course, 

hunters were legally required to stop at 

check stations on state highways. 

 

First time deer hunter and her GMU 

117 white-tailed doe ï Photo by C. Donley 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY 

ECONOMY, PROTECT 

COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

City Black Bear: Biologist Lowe assisted Enforcement staff with a response to a bear in a tree 

in a busy residential area of north Spokane.  The bear attracted a huge crowd, as well as several 

news stations.  Local Sheriffôs deputies assisted with crowd control as the young male bear was 

darted in the tree.  Officers Langbehn and Kirsch climbed up to maneuver the bear through the 

branches as it was lowered to the ground.  Staff took advantage of the media to spread the word 

about securing food and attractants, especially bird feeders. 

  

Officers Kirsch and Spurbeck and Karelian bear 

dog Jax educating the public (left), young male 

bear ready for transport (right), Sergeant 

Sprecher being interviewed by a news station 

(below). 
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GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND 

EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, 

IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, 

AND INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Wildlife Areas/Water Access Sites 

 

Broken Bear Trap: Assistant Wildlife Area 

Managers Mike Finch and Daro Palmer met 

at the shop on Thursday morning to assist 

with repairs for Sgt. Taylorôs dysfunctional 

bear trap. The repairs consist of welding a 

new piece of mesh screen inside the grate in 

order to keep the bears from getting their teeth or claws stuck. A new bait door and hitch are also 

to be welded onto the trap. 

 

 

 

  

The trap before any maintenance 

Finch is starting to cut the shape for the 

mesh to go inside the grate 
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Hitch welded on with chains, will 

install a jack stand once the welds are 

finished 

Finished product, mesh welded in over the grate 

with the bait door cut open 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

Mount Hull Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Heinlen 

conducted a site visit after receiving a report of Mount 

Hull bighorn sheep foraging in and damaging an 

irrigated alfalfa field, and found 30-40 bighorn sheep 

foraging in the pasture.  In addition, he discovered the bighorns interacting with domestic sheep 

and goats at this location.  Contact between domestic sheep/goats and wild sheep has the 

potential to transmit pneumonia to 

bighorns and cause a large scale die off in 

the herd.  Biologist Heinlen and Special 

Species Manager Harris are investigating 

long term solutions to this problem.  In the 

short term air horns have been provided to 

the property owners to help keep the 

bighorn sheep away from the domestics 

and the alfalfa field. 

 

Domestic sheep and Mount Hull Bighorn 

sheep ï Photo by reporting party  

 

Deer Check Station: Biologist Heinlen, with assistance from Conflict Specialist Heilhecker and 

Assistant Manager Dupont, ran the annual deer check station in Winthrop during the first two 

days of the general rifle season.  The general consensus of local district staff suggested the 

hunting pressure was up this year. However, the number of hunters through the check station 

opening weekend was actually slightly below last yearôs tally.  Conversely, success at the check 

station is up this year so far (39%).  All told, staff checked 101 hunters with 39 deer, including 

an interesting non-typical animal. 
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Mule Deer buck; Winthrop Check 

Station ï Photo by J. Heinlen 

Non-typical Mule Deer; Winthrop Check 

Station ï Photo by J. Heinlen 

Big Bend Wildlife Management Area: Biologist 

Volsen, Assistant Wildlife Area Manager 

Winegeart, and Officer Steffler were all present on 

the new Big Bend Wildlife Area for opening 

morning of the areaôs first general firearms deer 

season.  The current Big Bend Wildlife Management Area is Phase 1 of the Grand Coulee Ranch 

acquisition effort by WDFW, and due to the closing date last fall, was not open for deer hunting 

in 2014.  Because hunting access to Grand Coulee Ranch has been restricted for many years, 

there was a large contingent of hunters anticipating its opening. 

 

By 10:00 a.m. Saturday, we documented 24 vehicles parked or traveling along the Wildlife 

Management Areaôs 7.8 miles of open roads, roughly one vehicle every 1/3 mile.  Most hunters 

hiked into the more remote areas of the Wildlife Management Area in the dark on Saturday 

morning, while a small number hunted along the roads. A large group of vehicles parked at the 

gate on the northwest corner of the Wildlife Management Area, with hunters hiking into the 

more rugged parts of the Big Bend. Officer Steffler reported contacting several hunting parties 

along the Columbia River the day before who were scouting access via boats. 

 

WDFW staff checked one buck early Saturday morning, a mature 4+ point estimated to be at 

least 4.5 years old.  The hunting party was 

very happy with the harvest of what may 

be the Wildlife Management Areaôs first 

deer harvest under WDFWôs 

ownership.      

 

The location of vehicles (blue dots) 

encountered along Big Bendôs limited 

open road system on the opening 

morning of the 2015 general deer season 
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Chopaka Interpretive Sign: Wildlife 

Area staff installed a 4ô x 8ô interpretive 

sign at the new access site on the 

Similkameen in the Chopaka Wildlife 

Area.  This was part of the RCO project 

grant to improve access at the new 

wildlife area.  We would like to thank 

Peggy Ushakoff in Public Affairs for her 

assistance with design and layout. 

 

Recreational Opportunities 

 

Weekender: Strong numbers of green-

winged teal, an early migrant to the 

basin, have been observed in the 

northern portions of the Columbia Basin 

Irrigation Project.  Conditions at 

regulated access areas are summarized 

below: 

 

Winchester Regulated Access Area: There are adequate water levels in the northern portion of 

the project area but water has not yet reached the south end.  Good open water areas exist due to 

mowing efforts.  Opening weekend harvest averaged 3.1 ducks/hunter, which was equal to the 

average opening weekend success rate since data collection began in 2011. 

 

Frenchmen Regulated Access Area: Full throughout the majority of project. Good open water 

areas exist due to mowing efforts.  Expect better hunting conditions than last year with good 

moist soil production associated ditches 

and other areas holding moisture longer in 

the growing season.  Opening weekend 

harvest averaged 2.2 ducks/hunter, which 

was just below the average opening 

weekend success rate of 2.3 ducks/hunter 

since data collection began in 2011. 

 

Photo of Frenchmen Ponds RAA with an 

ADA accessible hunting blind in 

background ï Photo by R. Finger 

 

North Potholes Regulated Access Area: 

Ponds 1, 2, and 4 are holding adequate 

water for hunting.  Ponds 3 and 5 are dry 

and will likely remain dry until late-November or December.  This project area is completely 

dependent upon Potholes Reservoir operations for filling.  Biologist Finger received emails from 

two hunters who seemed satisfied with the hunt and were appreciative of the new 

opportunity.  Opening weekend harvest averaged 1.7 ducks/hunter. 
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Regulated Access Areas in the district are strategically placed adjacent to reserves to provide 

quality hunting opportunities but also to act as a buffer for human disturbance along reserve 

boundaries.  These areas will see an increase of waterfowl activity as hunting pressure 

concentrates birds into the adjacent reserves.  These ducks will fall into a routine of using 

sanctuary of reserves but must make foraging trips to meet metabolic requirements. For mallards 

this typically involves trips to nearby corn fields (typically within 10 miles, but flights up to 20 

miles do occur).  Though corn is a great source of energy, it does not meet all the dietary needs 

of a mallard.  Mallards will forage in wetlands seeking what managers commonly refer to as 

moist soil vegetation. This is basically any short emergent grass or forb that produces a 

considerable amount of seed (e.g. smartweed, millet, dock, beggarticks).  Managers of Regulated 

Access Areas attempt to manage wetland cells for moist soil vegetation to provide this critical 

dietary component to waterfowl and to draw waterfowl into hunted areas to improve hunter 

success rates. 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIF E 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Dead Duck Diagnostic Report: District Biologist Fidorra received the diagnostic report from 

National Wildlife Health Center regarding dead ducks found in the last August trapping effort. 

Hypothermia was the proximate cause of death and disease/poisoning was considered not likely. 

It is likely that a predator, such as an owl, disturbed and stressed the birds. Fidorra will 

coordinate with Waterfowl Specialist Wilson to discuss potential ways to avoid future trap 

mortality. 

 

Deer and Waterfowl Interview: District Biologist Fidorra responded to a request by local 

KVEW 42/KAPP 35 news for an interview in response to the WDFW press release related to 

opening day of deer and waterfowl season.  

 

Black-tailed Jackrabbit Status Assessment: District Biologist Fidorra worked on the black-

tailed jackrabbit status assessment. 

 

Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Bernatowicz responded to a call about a dead bighorn sheep from a 

landowner in the Yakima River Canyon. The ram appeared very fresh, but had been consumed 

by scavengers.  The landowner stated that coyotes had been ñtestingò the sheep that have been 

feeding the pasture.  There was fluid blood in the nasal cavity. It is possible coyotes killed the 

ram, but it would be very unusual for coyotes to consistently chase healthy sheep and catch an 

adult ram on a steep talus slope.  Samples were collected for both pneumonia and EHD/Blue 

tongue testing.  

 



9 
 

Remains of recently deceased bighorn 

ram 

 

Testing Samples: Bernatowicz produced 

and sent letters to late season permit 

holders in Selah Butte and on Clemans 

asking for cooperation collecting 

samples. Selah Butte is being tested as 

part of ongoing research.  Clemans is 

being tested to make sure the herd is 

MOVI free prior to a proposed 

capture/translocation this winter. 

 

Mule Deer Plan: Biologist Bernatowicz 

reviewed the Mule Deer Plan and district harvest/survival data, and also attended an evening 

public meeting in Ellensburg.  Less than 20 members from the public attended the meeting, but 

they had a lot of good questions.   

 

Land 20/20 Grant Applications: Biologist Moore completed his individual scoring of all the 

Lands 20/20 grant applications and attended the Technical Team meeting. The Lands 20/20 

Technical Team reviewed and ranked the 2016 applications and provided comments on the 

individual applications and the review process. 

 

Mule Deer Management Plan Public Meetings: Biologist Moore, along with other WDFW 

district managers, attended the open house public meeting in Ellensburg. The meeting was set up 

and lead by WDFWôs Deer and Elk Section Lead, Jerry Nelson, with Research Scientist Woody 

Meyers presenting an overview of the Mule Deer Management Plan. Overall the meeting went 

well with a first-rate discussion between WDFW staff and the attendees.  

 

Colockum Elk Body Condition Sampling: Biologist Moore ordered materials in preparation 

for the upcoming Modern Firearm Antlerless Permit seasons. 

 

Teanaway Depredation Search: Biologist Moore assisted Conflict Specialist Wetzel with a 

search for a reported domestic cow carcass in the Teanaway. The carcass was not found during 

this effort. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Modern Firearm Season Opener: Stutzman was in GMU 381 talking to hunters and 

landowners both days of the modern firearm season opener. Hunter numbers seemed down again 

this year as the late muzzleloader season gets more popular. Stutzman talked to 12-15 groups of 

hunters over two days, and while there was some frustration over the lack of legal bucks, most 

were appreciative of the private lands access program. 
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Hunter Calls: Unsurprisingly, it was another big week of hunter calls. Stutzman responded to 

calls or emails from about 20 hunters with access questions, including three disabled hunters. 

Stutzman contacted landowners to make arrangements for the ADA hunters. 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER  HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Hagan cleared downed trees from the North Fork 

Tarpiscan and Brewton roads after a weekend wind storm dropped numerous dead trees across 

them.  One group of hunters in 

the Tarpiscan area was trapped at 

in their camp and requested 

clearing of the roads.  They 

were very appreciative of 

Haganôs work. 

 

Downed trees blocking roads 

after a weekend windstorm, 

Colockum Wildlife Area 

 

The windstorm also blew down 

dead trees in Robinson Canyon, 

damaging the wildlife area 

boundary fence and allowing 

the neighborôs livestock to 

enter the wildlife area for about a week or so.  Manager Lopushinsky discovered this on the 

weekend and contacted the neighboring landowner.  The landowner removed numerous trees 

from across the fence, and Lopushinsky assisted the landowner in repairing the fence and with 

removal of the livestock. 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Kennewick High School Career Day: District Biologist Fidorra presented information at the 

Kennewick High School Career Day on Oct 13. Hatchery Manager Erickson was key in 

providing display salmon and informational materials. Private Lands Biologist Stutzman and 

Natural Resource Technician Kaelber also covered shifts throughout the day-long event. 500 

high school students attended the event. 
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WDFW staff Kaelber and Erickson at 

Kennewick High School Career Day 

 

Rattlesnake Mountain Scoping Meeting: 

District Biologist Fidorra attended the 

USFWS public scoping meeting regarding 

access to Rattlesnake Mountain at the 

Hanford Reach Interpretive Center. A 2014 

bill was passed mandating public access to 

Rattlesnake. USFWS still must honor all 

existing laws and agreements which 

specifically exclude access options for off-

road vehicles/bikes, camping, and dogs off 

leash. Attendees at the session were 

primarily in favor of controlled access, with people raising concerns about fire, invasive plants, 

erosion, and vandalism. The USFWS was interested in hearing comments and proposals from 

WDFW. Fidorra will coordinate with Regional staff to identify suggestions in line with 

WDFWôs mission. 

 

Rattlesnake Mountain Elk Damage: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with a crop adjuster 

after elk damage to a high value apple crop near Rattlesnake Mountain sustained enough damage 

to meet the minimum threshold for filing a claim.  Olympia Conflict Section staff has been 

notified and a claim packet has been requested along with a notice to proceed for the crop 

adjuster. 

 

Deer Damage Complaint: Wildlif e Conflict Specialist Hand received a deer damage complaint 

from a landowner in the Kahlotus area from trailing and browsing by deer in their newly seeded 

winter wheat fields. Several non-lethal techniques and strategies were discussed and will be 

implemented, along with hunting pressure, during established special permit and general hunting 

seasons. 

 

Elk Area 3721 Damage Permit: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand assisted with coordination on 

a Damage Prevention Permit hunt in Elk Area 3721.   Although heavy elk activity is observed in 

the area, most is occurring during nocturnal hours. 

 

Possible Injured Deer: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand responded to a report of a deer that 

appeared to be injured north of Prosser.  The reporting party thought that a mule deer buck may 

have been involved in a vehicle collision.  A search of the area provided no sighting of the deer 

or evidence of a collision. 

 

Elk Hazing: Conflict Specialist Wetzel continued working with a landowner in west Ellensburg 

hazing 105 elk that have been in his alfalfa field and the surrounding area.  A landowner meeting 

is planned for the homeownerôs association and Conflict Specialist Wetzel has been asked to 

attend and explain elk issues to the association.  Several of the members have drones and 

ultralight aircraft and wish to use them to haze elk in lieu of lethal means.  Conflict Specialist 

Wetzel informed the landowners that WDFW may not use drones for any type of work but that 
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private citizens are not currently restricted.  Current hazing at the site has used dogs, 

snowmobiles, helicopters, ATVs, pyrotechnics, chasing on foot, and shotguns, as well as lethal 

control on adjacent areas. 

 

Park Creek Elk: A landowner in Park Creek reported 60 elk below the KRD ditch.  One 

landowner asked for additional landowner permits to have on hand (none have been used to date) 

and another requested fused rope (which currently is still on order). 

 

Trapped Deer: An orchardist called to report three deer trapped inside a fenced 

orchard.  Several days of herding by workers have not been successful in getting the deer out of 

the area, which has newly grafted trees.  The orchardist was advised to keep trying to eject the 

deer from the area and was provided with permits to remove the deer and deliver them to a local 

food bank as a last resort. 

 

Taneum Creek Elk Issues: Conflict Specialist Wetzel and Regional Program Manager 

McCorquodale met with State Representative Dent about elk fence construction and elk issues in 

the Taneum Creek area. 

 

GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EFFECT IVE AND EFFICIENT OR GANIZATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Wenas Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Taylor checked elk fence in the Buffalo area and 

found several locations where adjacent landowners, or their livestock, are damaging the elk 

fence. Enforcement was contacted and they will make contact with the landowners. 

 

 

 

Elk fence being used as part of target shooting óstandô Post chewed on by horses 
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Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager 

Huffman and Assistant Manager Berry drove 

into the NF Cowiche Creek in the Ranger to 

remove a tent structure. 

 

Tent structure on the Oak Creek Wildlife 

Area-NF Cowiche Creek Area 

 

The Nature Conservancy Media Tour: 

Manager Huffman, Forester Mackey, and 

Project Forester Dahlgreen attended a media 

tour put together by The Nature 

Conservancy featuring the Oak Creek Forest 

Restoration Project.  The environmental reporters from KING 5 in Seattle and the Yakima 

Herald Republic came along.  The KING 5 story ran on Friday and turned out really well.  The 

Herald story should run this coming week. 

 

Forester Mackey preparing to be 

interviewed by KING 5 Report Allison 

Morrow for a story on the Oak Creek 

Forest Restoration Project 

 

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant 

Manager Hunt checked forest roads and 

drainage structures related to RMAP in 

T18N, R15E, and Section 9, cleaned 

culverts, and dug out the inlet on a 36 inch 

culvert that had been fully engulfed for 

some time.  This is in a large drainage, and 

will be a recurring problem until it comes 

out.  He and Richard Tveten have it slated for removal and a short stretch of the road to be 

abandoned.  Hunt also provided Tveten with a first draft of our 2015 RMAP Annual Report, and 

they reviewed it over the phone.  Technician Hill located culverts in Section 15 of the Gnat Flat 

acquisition for an RMAP report.  He recorded location, length, and diameter for each culvert.   

 

Technician Hill dropped three 

sections of lay-down fence on the 

Skookumchuck fence line. 

Hopefully migrating elk will have 

an easier time moving through and 

not break the fence so often. 

 

Lay-down fence section on the new 

Skookumchuck fence line 

 

  


