Wildlife Program
Week ofJanuaryl1li Januaryl7, 2016

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Tucannon Bighorn SheepBiologists Wik, Vekasy, and Garrison travelled to Oregon this week
to assist with a bigorn sheep capture at the Lookout Mountain herd and trarssp@n ewes

back to the TucannoiVeather conditions were unfavorable and travel times were extended
beyond normal, but we were successful in getting the animals relé&&edre grateful for

Terry Reynolds of the Umatilla National Forest for driving a truck and horsetrailer with us
during the long drives.

Processing the ewes prior to transport Loading up the ewes for movement to the
Tucannon

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Preparation and Facilitation of an Eastside Wildlife Control Operaor (WCO) Certification
Course: Wildlife Conflict SpecialisBennett coordinated with Olympia staflemberson a

WCO Certification Course held in Spokane. Review of three amended WACs and two new
WACSs were incorporated into a PowerPoint and handouts for participants. A 28l of
participants attended the course, with 21 applying for a WCO application at a later event.
Wildlife Biologist Rowan presentedformation on zoonotic diseases and euthanasia to
prospective WCOs.

Mule Deer Foundation: Biologist Lewis attended a monthiule Deer Foundation committee
meeting to discuss a spring habitat project that is being fundégkbyule Deer Foundation

The project is to establish winter/thermal cover on a 170 acre property in the Lamont area. The
objective is to establish tree asldrub cover on north facing slopes to add tree cover on the
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property that is in CRP grass and forb cover. The property is also in a WDFW public access
program.The Mule Deer Foundatias interested in providing labor to help plant the trees and
shrubs ana time frame was provided to see how many volunteers would be available.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Moose on the LooseBiologist Lowe
assisted Veterinarian Mansfield and Distric
2 Enforcement with the capture of twwose
for relocation this week. Tharphaned calf
and an adult bull were of concern in

Spokane Valley.Region 1 Fish and Access
staff members also assisted.

A sled came in handy for transporting the
immobilized bull to the trailer for relocation

Wildlife Areas/\Water Access Sites

Asotin Creek WA'T Thornton Fence
Construction: Dave Meisner and Ken Christion
spent the week working on the boundary fence
between Thiessen land and Thornton acquisitio
land. Biologist Woodall assisted Wildlife Area
Techmiciars with gathering up fence material ang
bundling it up with proper weightsr aerial
transport into theanyon.He coordinated with
LeadingEdge Aviation about our needs and
provided a map and what they need from us to
make thisoperation safe and successie had
five bundles of fencing matetieanging from 299 §
to 356 pouns.

—

Technician Christian bundling up fencing
material



Robinson 400 klicopter and bundled fence
material

f

REGION 2

No report submitted this week.

Lift off!

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Pomeroy Damage huntsNatural Resource
Technician Wade and Biologist Earl conducted
two damage hunts this week in Pomeroth
hunts ended with successfly harvested deer.

DPCA-L Agreements: Biologist Shepherd
developed a draft process for selecting Damage
Prevention Cooperative Agreements for
Livestock in order to distribute limitedihds to

the potential cooperators that are at higher risk
for wolf-livestock problems.



REGION 3
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Winegeaxvas contacted by Jeff Kozma of the Yakama

Nation to participate in a mutgency Snag Conservation Working Grodph e gr oup 6s go &
to establish standard wood cutting and snag r
Federal land managing agees, and create a public education flyer explaining the importance of

snags.

Elk Fence: Natural Resource Teanltiars Leuck and Hill continued to bait return gates along the
southern portion of the L.T. Murray elk fencélk were all around the area aledking for ways

to get through the fence now that a large hole had been fiXegl also fixed a small hole near a
return gate.

Gate ReplacementTechniciars Hill and Leuck replaced an old enay gate that was proving
ineffective. The gate was desigd with four hanging bars that elk could push up and pass

through in one direction, but the elk had instead bent the bars sideways and were passing through
in either direction.The old gate was replaced
with a standard onway gate that has spring
tensiored horizontal bars.

Elk Location/Movement: TechicianLeuck
pushed roughly 250 elk back to the correct
side of the elk fenceThey were in a CRP
field above the Bradshaw

property. TechicianLeuck was able to use
his snowmobile to corral the herd inte@ner
near a return gatdt took some time and
maneuveringbut eventudy they went
through the gateConflict Specialist Wetzel
hired a helicopter the next day to push the e
north toward the Robinson feed site, where |
they will hopefully settle in. ’

Old ineffective return gate baited with hay




| Technician Leuck at a hole in the elk
fence

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager

Confer Morris and Assistant Manager
Taylor field reviewed the Buffalo River
fence and cattle guard to determine
how elk were crossintp private land.
They verified the adj a
| determination that elk were crossing
the cattle guard, which was partially
filled with snow. One of the wing gates
had also been unpinned, allowing
animals to skirt around the cattle guard.

No holes o other access points were
found. The wing gate was locked
back into place and warmer
temperatures melted the snowthe
cattle guard. The landowner is
cooperative and has agreed to keep
an eye out. If the problem reoccurs,
1 staffmembersnay need to put
panels across the catti@ard. There
is a herding gate about f€et south
that can be usedr vehicular access
if needed.

gt > o N Buffalo river access where elk have
S _.,'l)’j been crossing cattle guard

Sign Posting:Assistant Manager Taylor picked up snowmobiles ftheDak Creekwildlife
Area Manager Confer Morris and a volunteer snowmobiled up to Cleman,Riosted the
winter closure signsand locked the Woodcamp Ridge road gate.




ClemanMountain i Mellotte winter closure

Winter Feeding

Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers:About 1,100 animals

Elk Feeling: Elk feeding
continues wittsix inches
of new snow this week.
Warmer temperatures
and rain has resulted in
the snow depth staying [
about the same, but the
frozen condition is
making it harder for elk
to move and forage.

Mellotte feedsite

Elk Count at Feed Site:Biologist Bernatowicz came out to the Mellotte fesité and did an
unofficial elk count at the request\fildlife Area staff membersThe btal count was 1,082
animals (73%0ws,264 alves 61 branch hlls, and 24 pike bulls). A lot of the elk were in



large groups, making an accurate count difficult, but withihG8 animals. The official count
will be done later in the month.

Wildlife Management

Ferruginous Hawk Monitoring: Biologist Fidara worked with Olympia versity staff
memberdHayes and Connally to iron out details of the volunteer project to monitor ferruginous
hawks. Fidorra also spent considerable time reviewing hawtotgraccess and landownership.

Barn Owl Boxes:Biologist Fidorra checked in with the Grandview FFA school graumich is
building barn owl boxes for hay farmers and the Blue Mountain Rehabilitation Center. They are
ordering supplies and will hope to have boxeit lamd installed in February.

Ferruginous Hawk Surveys:Biologist Stutzman began going through a list of landowners that
needto be contacted for the coming ferruginoasvk surveys. Stutzman will provide contact
information and any other relamt information to District BiologigFidorra.

Elk Damage IssuesBiologist Bernatowicz participated in a conference call \thitn

Department off ransportation (DOT)Conflict Specialist Wetzeand Regional Program

Manager McCorquodale regarding elk collisions @91 Approximately 50 elk Ave been hit
betwesn Rye Grassnmit and Vantagemostly at nightTwo helicopter hazing efforts had
results that were relatively shdned. Plans were made to put up hotwire along the DOT fence
in hopes of deterring movement onto the highway.

Elk Damage: Bernatowiczcontinued to communicate with Conflict Specialist Wetzel regarding
responses to the numerous elk damage issues. Elk continue to push througyarfdrered up in
problem areas.

Bighorn Sheep:Samplingof Cleman sheep last month yielded one positive ib#cterium
Mycoplasma ovipneumon({&OVI) via PCR.MOVI typically causes a muHbacteria
pneumonia in bighorn sheep and spreads through a population fast. Biologist Bernatowicz
watched bighorn at the feed site this week and did not see any symptorakdf/pic
pneumonia.lt is also unusual to only hawmepositive from 10 sheep sampled. The
circumstances left the possibility of a false positive and Dr. Beg$gU] initiated IGS
sequencingDr. Besser reported this week that the IGS sequence confirm&d 8 the strain
matchedhat from domestic sheePomestic sheep strains of MOVI are typically the most
lethal. There are still unanswered questions and additional test results pending, but the sheep
translocation has been postponéddecision was mad® euthanize the positive animal so
additional samples (lungs, head) could be collec&dpplies were gathered, but the sheep left
the feed site before altection attempt could be made.

Elk Capture: Bi ol ogi st Moore wor ked nrckHdeneyDFWés EI k
Veterinarian Kristin Mansfieldand Northwest Helicoptersl&t Jess Hagerman to capture 14
bulls in the Colockum. This wil/l bring the fi
capture process went extremely walid at three daysoptcapture all the bulls appear to be

doing fine and moving arodrthe winter range as expected.



Elk Specialist Hoenes preparing to darf
a nice bull

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED
RECREATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant
Manager Hunt worked with Lands
Program Manager Hendrix on starting 4 2
permit for our first large recreation event in 2016is yet another LDS Ploneer Youth Trek
reenactment scheduled for Augj2-6.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Garcia made arrangements to aedoads of pit run

delivered to the Granger boat launch to repair damage from early December flooding. Assistant
Manager Sak and&uralResourcelTechnicianMedina supplied equipmeand assistance to
complete the project. This launch gets steady use during the waterfowl season.

Granger boat launch epairs



Granger boat launch repairs
completed

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant
Manager Buser continued to collect
user regstration cards from access
parking lots on the wildlife

area. Hunting activity continues as
waterfow! hunters make use of
Agriculturalfields.

Ice Conditions: Assistant Manager

Buser continued to monitor ice

condiions across the wildlife area.
Warmer wather and rain have reduced ice at impoundments and hunting activity has increased
as a result.

Granger Boat Launch: Assistant Manager Sak andfdralResourcelechnician2 Medina met
with the truck driver delivering rock to the Granger boat launch stétewould be dropped in
the desired spotAssistant Manager Sak aturalResourcelechnician2 Medina, and Access
Manager Garcia repaired the boat launch at Granger Pond.




l', / »

Wildlife Management

Access SitesNaturalResourcelechnician2 Kaeber spent most of this past week observing

access sites for Hunt by Reservation. These sites in Benton and Franklin counties have provided
quality waterfowl lunting opportunities. Franklind@inty sites have had good numbers of

mallards and geese. Weathestbeen a major factor in hunting success. This past week has been
warmer and now wates openirg back up at Mesa and Windmililalife areas, which should

provide excellent hunting opportunities for the last week of the season.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT OMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Elk Monitoring: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand traveled to Yakima to conduct elk activity
monitoring, hazig, and landowner contact§&everal tree fruit operations continue to have
substantial elk use and damage in their orchardstdmtion with landowners and master
hunters was initiated to pressure animals away.

Deer Removal:Wildlife Conflict SpecialistHand completed one hazing patrol in Franklin
County to remove deer from vineyards and wheat cr§psang deer numbers continue to be
observed in the Kahlotus area, with some fields haaswgany as 150 or more deer in them.

Silver Dollar Association LHP: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand continues to work with the

Silver Dollar Association LHP landowners on selecting a program representative to fulfill the
term for the remaider of the existing contract.
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Skunks: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand assed two different homeowners this week on
skunk removal or deterrent strategies. Also discussed was the ussanddVildlife Control
Operatos and the Living with Wildlife resource tooh the WDFW website

Elk and Deer Damage:Snow conditions have aged elk and deer damage situations in District
8 for the pasthree weeksElk continue to breech fencesdaenter into agricultural areaslk in
orchards are a priority at this tirres well as elk/vehicle collisions o90.

Elk Conflict: Conflict Speialist Wetzel assisted #¢hingtorState Patrol andDOT to move elk
away from 90 again this weeklnjured elk were euthlmazed and removed if possibik.master
hunter project was started on the weekdnd snowy conditions and heavy traffic hampered
efforts. The fence project will be ongoing uintompleted.

Wildlife Damage: Residents of Vantage continue to call and complain about elk, deer, and
bighorn sheep in town caugj ornamental and lawn damadelvice and devices have been
given to Vantage pperty ownersklk and deer appear to resiainly on the s&tepark and
come into town at night.

Barn Sealing: Hay growers continue to report deer and elk feeding iraangssiblédarn area

In each casesealing the barn in any way that prevents acfesdk or deer helps move the
animds to the next available barBy limiting food accesshe elk ad deer are forced to move
away. @mbined with some permit lethal harvesiishas reduced use of those areas over time.

Elk Herding: Great help and asstance was offered by the Wenagdlife Areaand LT.

Murray Wildlife Areastaff members this weelSeveral days of elk herdingereaccomplished
by each Vildlife Areastaff member with great succe&everal hundred elk were herded back
through the elkences in each area
which has greatly reduced the damage
effects in Ellensburg and in the
Wenas.Thanksto Wenas and T.
Murray staffmemberdor your timely
help!

Elk moved through the elk fence off
private lands and towat the Robinson
Canyon feed se
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GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Winegeart worked with WildlifedgionalProgram
ManagemMcCorquodale to revise current Green Dot maps to reflect recent road and land
management changeRevised maps were taken to Jill Johnsoep&tment oNatural
Resource$sIS staffmember to update mapping data layers. Winegeart also worked with a local
vendor to start production of Wtkey Dick winter closure signs.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant Hagan continued his coordination with Engineering
(CAMP) concerning the rebuild of the southern boundary feki¢e recently were informed that
there were fuds to reconstruct an additional mile of fence, which required Hagan to provide
more information on fence conditions and locations.

REGION 4

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

East/West Bear Project:Biologist Snith
assisted Bear and Cougar Specialist Beausq
and Biologist Maletzkavith ongoing bear den
work. This portion of tle project entails
locating densplacing cameras to document
emergence and cub numhbaexollar/agust
collars on sukadult malestewllar/adjust
collars on adult femaleand potentially collar
yearling culs. Work where newborn cubs are
known to be present will be limited (camera
placement only) to avoid den abandonment.

Biologist Smith preparing to recollar adult
female bear insidéarge stump den
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Biologist Maletzke setting a camera to documen
den emergence

The aftermath

Pelt Sealing:Biologist Smith met with hunters to sehk pelts of several bobcaRelts are
sealed in accordance with CITES requirements.

Marine Waterfowl Surveys: Biologist Cyra along with District 15 staffnembers and the
Marine Waterfowl $ecialist continued flying the 2022016 marine waterfowl survey3hese
multi-species marine aerial surveys cover the entire shoreline and majority of opemwater
Puget Sound and are the longest continuous data#géeir kind. Information is used to inform
marine sea duck harvegtidelines and providigend data for game spec@sddiversity
speciessuch as wsterngrebe and &rborporpoise Four days of surveswere performed this
week.

Species of Greatest Conservation Nedeika Surveys:District 13 staffmembergetrieved
images from trihcameras placed at a lowland
pika location in the Stillaguamish Valley.
Cameras were placed to record activity
throughout thevinter. This alpine adapted
species usually caches food for wnlife under

forage above ground throughout the
winter. Preliminary review of the images appeafs
to show that above ground activity is limited to
daylight hours during periods of dry
weatherCameras wilbe removed in the spring.

Pika on a perch during a break in the weather | _ A i’
between snowfall events R e —— T2.20-201 02448
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North Cascades Elk Herd:Biologist Yarborough attended the North Cascades Elk Technical
Group meeting.The technical group is madg of WDFW and Tribal bitogists. The group
discussed hoof disease, damage issues, and the ongoing trapping effort.

Mid -Winter Waterfow! Surveys: Biologist DeBruyn and Yarborough began wrapping up the
mid-winter waterfowl surveys in District 14. These surveys include driveesarid aerial
surveysDuck, gooseand swan numbers appear to be above average in the district. District 13
staff membersonducted midvinter waterfowl sirveys in Island and Snohomisbunties as part
of the annual inland lakes survé@ihese data are coiibuted tothe Pacific flyway data base.

Duck numbers varied among sites, but were generally lower than previous years, most likely
because many were out in the bays versus foraging at inlandBsatlegjists Anderson finished

up his portion otheKing County area ground waterfowl surveyshich included Lake
WashingtonNumbers and species diversity, anecdotally, seemed a hibidwverallthey were
likely similar to historical number$here is much constructidhroughout urban King County,
including along the large lakes and within them (e.g. SR,520here is good reason for
animals to seek out temporary alternatives if thég/ ime a factor in observationsighlights

were large rafts of canvasback and a fewhreshsted mergansers on the frether than the

salt. Anderson had ample opportunity to interact with the public gpidia this annual index
effort, as well as what birds were being sdénpointers, biology, etc

High Path Avian Influenza Sampling: Biologist DeBruyn and Techniciafrejo collected
samples from hunter harvested birds to be tested by USDA for the presence of the avian
influenza virus. So faB5 out of a target of 100 samples have been collected for January.

Swan Mortality and Morbidity Study: Forty-one more swans weircollected this week. This
brings the total to 185 cerded swan mortalities. Thirfipur of the 41 mortalities this week were
swans with suspected lead poisoning. The number of swans that strike powerlines has been
decreasingwith only two known powerihe strikes over the last week.

TRUS Weekly Mortality Report
Lead | Powerline Other Undetermined Fea-ther Total
suspect| suspect trauma Pile
Sumas
Whatcom 86 26 1 6 6 125
Skagit 15 14 2 4 2 37
Snohomish 4 18 0 1 23
105 58 3 11 g 185
Percents 56.76% 31% 2% 6% 4%  100.00%
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Swan Mortality By County Swan Mortality by Cause of Death

®Sumas Wilead suspecr

= Whatcom B Powerine suspet
Skage Cther trauma

® Snchom ish ® Undeterm ned

Island Marble Butterfly Annual Meeting: District 13 staffmembersttended the annual
meeting for Island Marble Butterfly Conservation hosted by stafhberdrom San Juan

Islands National Historic ParkThis all d&y meeting brings together all parties who are working
on conservation of the butterflfrojects and needs for the upcoming 2016 field season were
discussed.

Estuary Restoration Monitoring: District 13 staffmembergook the new Ecostlies Institute
Techmician out to Fir Island Farms to show her the site and begin thinking about the bird
monitoring project that will begin in Februaryhis project is a partnership between WDFW and
Ecostudies Institute to begin assessing how birds use certain sitaskafseihave been removed
or set back.

Protected Wildlife Management: Biologist Anderson provided state consultation for
Endangered, Threatenegensitive and Protected speciesjuding various Priority or Species
of Concern needsmost often nest takaithorization and/or habitabnsideration
recommendation®Anderson continues to work with Habitat, local governmeartd landowners
to provide for documentation amdanagement where appropriate.

One can assist WDFW with documenting wildlife via repayit our Wildlife Observation
Website:http://wdfw.wa.gov/viewing/observations/

One can find department management recommendations for Priority Habitats and Species here:
http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

USFWS Urban Bird Treaty City 7 Seattle Nomination: Q
Biologist Anderson collaborated with Audubon Washington, \\Q %
Seattle Audubon, Seattle Parks and Recreadioth Heron Ny
Habitat Helpers to providd/DFW review and commenton g  «
draft proposal to US Fish and Wildlife Service justifying =
Seattle to be nominates an Urban Bird Treaty City. 9
Anderson fleshed odkejustification regarding WDFW and §
o
—

i~
Qv J

collaboratoés partnerships wittfor example Pacific bint
Ventures and a®ciated partnerships and goals. He also
discussed the collaborationnmeeting State Wildlife Action
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http://wdfw.wa.gov/viewing/observations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

Plan goals for migratory hirspecies called for managemeamong other mandated
management needs and/or lestgnding collaba@tive management partnershi@uibmittal will
take place over the next month ahdacceptance or rejection notice will come this

summer. This yeawill be theone hundregear anniversary for Seattle Audubon and the
precursor to thenulti-national collaboratie Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, which expanded
on the Migratory Bird Treaty of 1916 (with Canada)

http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/urban-bird -treaty.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/bird-conservationpartnership-and-
initiatives/migratory -bird -joint -ventures.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/MBTreaty100/

Greater Seattle Woodland Park Zoar WDFW Annual Urban Amphibian Citizen Survey

Kick -Off: Anderson met witlthezoo education and herp curator to dstraining this coming
weekend. The discussiamcludedpoints to be made, needs for collaborating jurisdictions, data
management, field effortand locations.This effort is to provide baseline Stillwater breeding
amphibian occurrence sunsegt a local broadelvel (geater Seattle area)rfan inex reference

over time,as well as engage citizens in amphibian importance, conservation issues and needs,
and advocacyThe fasorbeginsSaturdayJanuary23. Signup at
http://www.z00.0rg/citizenscience

Wildlife Areas

Corson Preserve:Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm met via phone conference
with other WDFW staffnembergo discuss a Right of Entry agreement for a construction
project scheduled for this coming summer.

Hovander House BatColony: Manager Kessler met onsite with the Whatcom County Parks
Manager to discuss placement of new bat roost boxes near the Hovander House in the Hovander
County Park. Various designs were proposed. Manager Kessler wrote up a propbsal for
placement bseveral bat roost boxes
on the outside of the house, under thg
eaves. Kessler is waiting for approval
form thecounty before proceeding.

Manager Kessler met the Whatcom
County Parks Manager to discuske
placement of new bat roost boxes neg
the Hovancaer House in the Hovander

County Park \

Duck Stamp Proposals\Wildlife area
managers submitted several duck
stamp proposals for theildlife areas. E ‘
Proposals included funds for additional farming for wildlife, amburchase of materials for
wood duck boxe and hunting blind repairs. Private Lands Biologist Wingard continued editing
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new Migratory Bird Enhancement Project Proposals for Region 4. Biologist Wingard made
contact with several landowners about proposed project ideas and obtained contact arformati
for other area landowners who may be interested. Fallpwontact with private landowners and
thefinalizing of the proposal will occur next week.

Cherry Valley: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm m#ith staff memberdrom
Wild Fish Conserancy and Sound Salmon Solutions to discuss a potential feasibility study for
redoration work at Cherry Valley.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Whatcom Wildlife Advisory Council: Biologist Yarborough attended the Whatcom Wildlife
Advisory Council to work on the ogoing Existing Conditions Document. This document will
provide guidance to the Wttam City Council on exisitingonditions related to wildlifen
Whatcom County.

Brant Season Hunter Harvest SamplingBiologist DeBruyn, Techician Deyo and Waterfowl
SectionManagerKraege checked brant shot by hunters on the last of the three days the season
was open in Skagit County this

year. Fifty-six birdswere examined

most of which were juveniles from the
western high arctic population.

Brant in Northern Puget Sound

Pelt Sealingi Cougar: Biologist

Anderson, while out oa waterfowl

survey, met a cougar hunter to examine,

take samplesand seal the coag he took

on New Year os Day in
4 . = County. It was a younger adult female.

Please follow instructiain the Big Gameepnphlet regarding reporting withthreedays of

takeandsealing withinfive. Also, do not freeze¢heanimal if at all possibleor haveit thawed

propely for biological specimen sampling. A completely frozen animal makes sealing

difficult. It is specifically requested animals not be frozen in the pamphlet.

Wildlife Areas

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Plan: District 13 staffmembersattended the kicloff meeting br

the Snoqualmie Wildlife AreaStaff memberdearned the intent and time frame for the plan and

will be providing information on Species of Greatest Conservation Need and game species to the
planning team, as well as attending subsequent meetings to drdérthe p
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Skagit Wildlife Area Waterfowl: Cosgrove monitored waterfowl use at the Johnson/DeBay's
Slough Unit and within the Nookachamps Creek area. Thousands of ducks (primarily mallard
and wigeon) were observed in the corn on the Game Reserve. Swans wenelsegay's

Slough (on the Game Reserve portidajing morning surveys. Meis toured the Island Unit with
Cosgrove monitoring waterfow! utilization on our corn platéost of the feeding observed was
on the eastern lobe on the northern section/ fieklgpa move south there is still a lot of corn

still left. We also monitored water levels and public uSesgrove monitored water levels,
waterfowl use, and hunter use at the Samish Unit. Cosgrove checked corn plantings at the
Samish for waterfowl use. dhager Rotton has been performing morning car counts of the site.

Nooksack Unit Honey Bee Hive RemovaManager Kessler met onsite with the local
businessman bee keeper who has beehivesglamne area of the Nooksddkit. The business

had a land sepermit that expired lasummer, and Kessler had been unable to contact him since
then. The owner is now going out of business, and will be removing all the bee hives by the end
of the month.

Disabled Waterfowl Hunters: Manager Kessler spoke with thréisabled waterfowl hunters
who wanted to use the handicapped hunting blind at the Lake TénitllThe lake has been
frozen for a few weeks, but had thawe
out enough by Saturday for the hunters
to use it. One disabled hunie#.5

month old pup retriewitsfirst duck!

Disabled hunteés 4.5 month old pup
retrieving its first duck at Lake Terrell

Private Lands/AccessMlanagement

Private Lands Access Program
Meeting: Supervisory Biologist
Caldwell, Regional Program Manager
Link, WDFW Deputy AssistanGarner,
and Chair of the WDFW Wildlife
Commission Dr. Brad Smith met and toured Whatcom County Private Land Access Program
sites. During the meeting, current and future Private Land Access Program goals, objectives,
strategiesand ideas were discussed.tiRatar emphasis was given to topics revolving around
public access for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access, wildlife viewing opportunities,
habitat enhancement projects on private property, and hunting access. Additionally, the group
discussed mmotional options for public education and outreach for the Private Lands Access
Program, regional program constraiatsl noteworthy accomplishments.
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