Wildlife Program
Week ofJanuan251 January3l, 2016

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Conference Calls:Supervisor McCanna patrticipated on six conference calls this iegakding
wolves.

Wolf - Domestic Dog Incident:Biologist Shepherd anan Enforcement officer investigated an
incident of a wolf pack confronting domestic dogs east of Chewelah. Quick action by the owners
prevented a physical attack. Several hours wegatsprer the course of the week discngghe
incident with the ownerand regional and headquarters staémbers

Wolf Advisory Group Documents: Biologist Shepherd worked on documents by providing
corrections and edits that will be used for a Wolf Advy Groupmeeting next week.

Wolf Risk Map and Selection Criteria for Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements:
Biologist Shepherd participated @aconference call concerning a draft process for mapping wolf
risk to cattle and another for selecting Dga&revention Cooperative Agreements for
Livestock in order to distribute limited funds to the potential cooperators at higher risk to wolf
livestock problems.

December Wolf Advisory Group Debrief and Tasks:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett and
several other stafhemberdiscussed topics covered at the \a&tf Advisory Groupmeeting
held in Spokane. During this conference call and a later one, next steps forestdférsaand
tasks were assigned. Itetasbe completed this month include a new Damage Prevention
CooperativeAgreement for LivestockDefined nortlethal wolf deterrents wilalsobe presented
to theWolf Advisory Group

Wolf PowerPoint: Supervisor McCanna presentadesiucationaivolf PowerPoint at the Walla

Walla Cenex Harvest States FarmersCp Annual Gr ower so6 Meeting.
over 125 people who were very happy with the educational presentation and asked multiple great
guestions. The most common questicegardedvolf identification, wolf track identification,

and reporting wolf sightings.

Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Contact:Supervisor McCanna was contacted by
Commissioner Holzmiller regardirthe utilization ofa landfill in southeast Washingtdo
dispose oflead carcasses.

OR-29: Biologist Earl talked to Biologist Becker about the collar data website2@Ras been
added to our sites now.

OR-29 Wolf: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley and Biologist Jason Earl contioues$pond to
calls regarding OR9. As of the end of the weel®R-29 was moving eastbound on U.S. Forest

1



Serviceland in southern Garfield Countiyroducers with winter feed lots and/or ¢atyareas
were notified when OR9 was in the area.

Wolf Advisory Group Debriefing Conference Call:Biologist Earl participated in theé/olf
Advisory Groupcall, which touched on DPCA contracts and moving forward with producers.

DPCA-L Conference Call: Biologist Earl participated and provided input on how to handle the
growing nonlethal agreements tii producers.

Risk Assessment Conference CalBiologist Earl participated in the Risk Assessment, call
which touched on mapping known wolf dens and rendezvoudasitpacks with collars

Region 2 Wolf Activities

Wolf Management: Biologist Heinlen was forwarded a photograph of a canine taken from a
game camera in GMU 204
University of Washington
graduate stude
captured a single photograph of
this animal. This crew has set up
additional cameras in the area to
monitor the site.

Single canine in GMU 204

Loup Loup Pack: Biologist
Heinlen received a report of one 2 01/27/2016 0
set of large canine tracks on the Nordic ski trail system off the South Summlt Snow Park on the
Loop Loop summit.The area is within a mile of the whete Loup Loup Pack was originally
confirmed and most likely comes from a member of that pack.

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D_IVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Presentation of Periodic Status Reviews to Fish and Wildlife CommissiofVildlife

Diversity Division staffmembergpresented four Periodic Status Reviews to the Washington Fish
and Wildlife Comnission in Vancouver, Washingtam January22. The species involved were
greatersagegrouse (Derek Stinsomprthernspottedowl! (Joe Buchananynowy plover (Derek
Stinson), andvesterngray squirrel (Gary Wiles).The Fish and Wildlife Commission will

review and discuss the materials provided aa#terdecisions about listing status of these
species at their next meeting.

Island Marble Working Group Meeting: Ann Potter, Conservation Biologist, and Dave Hays,
Restoration Ecologist, participateda oneday Island Marble Working Group meeting in Seattle



along with San Juan National Historical Park, USFWS, BBl Juan County Land Bardnd
San Juan Preservation Trust stafmbersThe group discussed organizational topiesluding
revisingandupat i ng t he working groupb6s role thend str
formation of technical advisory subcommitte®¥e reviewed monitoring and research findings
from 2015, including the success of trials conducted to create Island Marble Inedpitdarval
mortality from unknown sources, and low adult numb&aptiverearing results from 2015
were presented and disgsed Seventyfour adultswerereleased, and 110 larvaerereared to
chrysalids (for release in 2016)Ve discussethebest methods for a habitat prot outside of
the park. The group agreed on higdmiority actions for spring 201,6ncludingongoing butterfly
monitoring, habitat research, and captive readagyell as theeinstallation of temporary deer
fencing, development of a single summary annuandpmplate, and reassessment of captive
rearing goals.

Wildlife Diversity Citizen Science Initiative: Citizen Science Coordinator Wendy Connally

continued to work with Wildlife Diversity and Game division teams to identify suitable citizen

science prajct subjects for thEiscal Year 1617 biennium. We made progress on a Game

Division short list Wendy met with Wildlife Diversity Division biologists responsible for

invertebrate Species of Greatest Conservation Needdosdisssues and opportunities.

Additional y, wor king with the Pacific Flywayos Non
Joe Buchanan and Conservation Assessment Section Manager Kevin Kalasz, Connally drafted
scoping nees for our participation in shortearedowl multi-state survey foFiscal Yearl7-19.

REGION 1

No highlights submitted this week.

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Northern Leopard Frog: Biologist Finger continued to discuss eDNA results with the WSU
genetics lab and E. Duvuvuei (field lead) to assess issues with the results of the eDNA study
(testing for northern leopard frogs, bullfrogs, chytrids fungus, and ranavivig)iple issuesare
confounding results and WSU continues to work through theinst, there was an issue

detected with the extraction of batches, fortunately these batches are bettrguceed and

results ara@ow in line with expectationg.he second issue is that Kwern Leopard Frogs were
not being detected omiscessfully extracted batch&¥SU continues to investigate why the
assay is not working for this populatiahi¢ possiblycarrying an undocumented mitochondrial
sequence) The good news is that there wast an issue with DNA degradation and therefore we
expect to have useful results in the future.



Pygmy Rabbit Recovery:Biologists Gallie andsibbs, Technician Erlenbacand two

volunteers continued progress on surveys for active burrows oagfebisish Flats Release grea
which should consist mig of wild surviving rabbitsTo date we have completé&de of the 20
areas.We have now detected 13 burrow systems and collected genetic samples from

each. Interestingly, the majority of the burrasystems aréocated in CRP, with low densities
sagebrush, as opposed to the more typical dense nativesstypple cover.Gallie also followed
up on tracks/burrow detections made on the aerial suMeyhave now checked 16 locations
and confirmedsevenwereactive pygmy rabbit burrowfNA samples were collected to
determine ithese were wild born or captiveared rabbitsNVe additionally documentesix

active burrow systems enute to these point8Vhat is most exciting wit the location of these
burrowsis they are outside the core recovery area, occupying dispersal habitat patches that
connect with other large blocks of shisteppe.They represent the most northern, eastern, and
southern detections we have had on this project to date.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Beebe Springs\Wildlife Area Manager Fox met with consultants from URS Corp, JA Brennan
Associates, Cascade Interpretive Consultamgi members of the Beebe Springs stakeholder
group to start work on the last interpretive signs at Beebe Springs. The group worked on
updatingthreeexisting signs on kiosks and interpretive signs for the new kiosk at the youth
fishing pond. Wildlife Area Manager Fox received a report from a Chelan area birder that the
Beebe Creek beavers were once again causing trouble. This time the bemgegmwing on a
goodsized cottonwood tree adjacent to their pond and one of the pedestriacreating a

safety hazardAfter consulting with Habitat Biologist Connie Iten, it was decided to help the
beavers out and drop the tree in their pond. Maintandechanic Fidel Rios deftly dropped the
tree in the ponceliminating the safety hazard. While at the, 9Ren and Fidel also checked the
five culverts that were fenced last fall to prevent plugging by the beavers. All of the fortifications
on the culvesare keeping the beavers at Isayfar.



Specialist Bridges spent half a day
working on getting the 97a BHS
fence repaired

Maintenance Mechanic Fidel Rios feltig hazard

£ | tree at Beebe Springs

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY,

/Al PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF
LIFE, AND DELIVER HI GH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Private Lands/Access

Fencing: The picture below shows what elk were
doing. They had leaed that they could cut the -f6ot
distance in halif they went to the corner of the
existing fence angimped the eight foot gafghe
problem wadixed that by adding the new section of
fence.
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Bobcat at offal set$ Photo by WDFW remote camera



Observed Environmenti District 6 Winter Conditions

Recent Weather Rain and above freezing temperatures persisted all week at thst low

elevations in the Okanogaraley and some south facing slopes began melfiig lower

Methow Valey experienced siilar weatherSnow melt and accumulation were about eiwren

thevalley at Winthrop.Higher elevations experienced significant snow accumulation and the
current snow water equivalent is now well abo

Short-Term Forecast Near seasonal temperatures are forecast for the comingwigekninor
snow accumulations possible magtek at lower elevations and moderate sea@pected at
higher elevations.

Long-term Forecast: Significantly higher than normal teyaratures and below average
precipitation are forecast foorth central Washington for FebruaryApril. The snow pack
depth at lower to middle elevations has likely peaked for the winter.

Snow Depths:Snow depths on deer winter range vary from barargiat low elevation, south
facing slopes tthreefeet at the upper limitsSnow pack at higher elevations ranges fthnee
feet in the eastern portion of the counteight and a halfeet at pass level along the Caszad
Crest.

Snotel sites *

H a r Raésg6500 feet): 102 inches

Salmon Meadows (4,46@ét):37 inches

Gold Axe Camp %360 feet) (Okanogan Highland8p inches
*No snotel sites exish core deer winter range areas

Habitat: For age i s | imited i n ar efaes, atthbughtsonteareas e d d u |
may improve a bit as slopes bare h\oderate amounts of forage remain available above the
snow cover in unburned areasd this is likely to improve as winter progresses.

Animal Concentrations: In general, deer are fairly coantrated across the lower elevation of
traditional deer winter range aredsigher than normal concentrations around hay stacks and
other agricultural areas are still being report8dme dispersal is anticipated as snow depths
begin to decline.

Animal Condition: Adult deer generally look to be in fair condition for mvidhter. As
expected, some fawns are beginning to show pooraition as winter progresses.

Mortality : Some fawn mortality has been reportetiich is expected at this point in the season.
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Februaryi April Temperature forecast February1 April precipitation forecast

Observed Environmenti District 7 Winter Conditions

Recent Weather:Snow continues to increase in depth at higher elevationd@mgl the crest of
the Cascade Rangkt lower elevatios along the Columbia River (>2006«), snow depths are
decreasing and being eliminated from south aspects.
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The upper Methow Valley istill retaining Fish Lake in all its winter gloryi Photo by
a bulk of the ampl e M DeHart
season, despite warming temperatures in
lower Okanogan. While the river valley is
usually shrouded in clouds, the Methow

Wildlife Area is usually sunny and clear ug

at the top of Bear Creek Road! Phdo by
Jamie Bass

A coyote feeding on a road killed deer nee

Malott i its tail has seen better daysPhoto
by Justin Haug

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT
NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant ' =
Manager Hunt drove out to Badger Pocket to ’
check the status of the beaver problem inthg™ ~ %
Johnson Drain on the oWWDFW Upland

Restoration parcelHe coul dndét detect any recent beaver
fairl y wenkddtoddsame mare otk lthere, weather permitting, to prepare for

spring. Meanwhilew e 6 | | mo n with leelp fomthe volaniteér.e



J Johnson drain- beaver dam is dismantled,
{44 but a lot of naterial remains in the
i waterway

Elk Feeding/ Winter Conditions: Elk
¥ feeding was normal this weekhere were
§ 450 to 50(animalsin Robinson and 800

| animalsin Watt. The weather this week wa
# mild, with highs in the low 40s and lows in
{ the upper 26. It is supposed to stay warm

"¢ next weekwith chances of snow laten.
Highs are predicted in the uppds3and
lows in the mid20s.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Colockum staff

memberd.opushinsky and Hagan assisted
Biologist Will Moore in locating a dead radio
collared mule deer doe in the Taneum Creek
area. Theyused snowmobiles and snowshoes 1o
reach the area.

Will Moore taking a femur sample froma mule
deerdoe

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Oak Creelstaff
membersontinued with winter feeding
operations aall five feed sitesElk continue to
bepresentat high numbers on the feed

sites. Forester Mackey continues to assist with
feeding operations as needed.

Peak Elk Counts for Week

Headquarters 1057 total, 74 bulls, 17 spikesnd 263 calves
Junctioni 382 total, 40 bullsgightspikes and 105 calves
Nile i 345 total, 56 bulls, 18 spikeand 62 calves

Sheefd ~180 and 17 elk

Cowichel 1684 total, 134 budl, 29 spikesand 420 calves

Winter Conditions

Weather: Weather this past week was waamd sunnywith highs in the 404d.ows werein the
20s The warm temeratures made for continued snowmelt lretparking lot and feed sites.
Weather this coming week expeted to be in the 40s for highs, wittws bebw freezing.
Hilsi des are opening up with good access
southern aspects.
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Animal Condition: EIlk are in seasonally good condition, but elk that arrivet injuries or in
poor condition have been dyingwo calves died this past week, one at Oak Creek and one at
Cowiche.

Wildlife Management

Ferruginous Hawk Survey: District Biologist Fidorra worked on landowner access and
volunteer coordination fahe Ferruginous Hawk Survey. Fidorra attended the monthly local
Audubon Society meeting to discuss the project and recruit volunteers. There has been a great
amount of interest in assisting.

Conference Call:District Biologist Fidorra participated in tl&onflict Section conference call
regarding updates from the last Wolf Advisory Group meeting.

Columbia Basin Mule Deer Survey:District Biologist Fidorra worked with Biologists Atamian
and Finger to incorporate comments into the Columbia Basin Mule De&ysreport on Phase
2 flights.

Owl Banding: District Biologist Fidorra gathered supplies and protocols for the banding of

western screeebwls during the maintenance dfe  Ri c hl and Ro dodalucki Gun CI
nest boxes. In past years,-80western sreech owldiave been encounterethich creates a

great opportunity to gather demographic datéhem. They have begoorly studied in

Washingtorso far

Bighorn Sheep:Lab results from the Clemawe that initially tested positiier Mycoplasma
ovipneumonigMOVI) in December continue to be puzzlingihere was no sign of pneumonia
and tests on the samples sent in last week were all negative for MiIDMBesser at WSU
sequenced the DNA and found it did not match any known strairwere any ther samples
tesedthat week positive This would indicate that the positive result was not due to
contamination at the labl'he initial nasal positive swab wastasted and again came back
positive for MOVI. In summary, MOViwas detectedn the swabbut no longer in the animal.
An ELISA test of all the initial samples should be run soBhISA will indicate exposure
(antibodies) to MOVI.If all thesamples are negative, this would indicate the herd is prpbabl
clean and sheep can be moved.

Ram Definitions: Biologist Bernatowicavorked with Ehforcement, Region 2, and Section

Manager Harris on a definition of nanature rams.The idea is to have a permit season on

young rams to reduce populations while maintaining quality raddesnatowicz and Cagin

Mann looked at numerous pictures of sheep and proposed a curl restailctiong wi t h fAinon
broomedo.

Elk Surveys: Biologist Bernatowicz worked with Biologist Moore on organizing Yakima elk
surveys. Poor weather prohibited flying this week. Ratherhloaing forthree or foudays of
good weatherthe new plan is to fly geographiceas where intemixing of elk isunlikely on
any day weathds favorable next week.
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Deer Study: Biologist Bernatowicz responded ttareecollar mortality signals this week and
reviewed pictures taken by Biologist Moore on a fouifino deer died from starvation ande
waskilled or scavenged, possibly by bobcahe fourth deer was not dead, it just had not moved

in 13 hours. A few otheialse mortality reports on lethargic deer were also recei$edith

slopes have opened, but there is little green. The deer are heavily reliant on woody browse and
appear to be in poor shape. Other carcasses were seen near the dead radaledgiesh live

deer with low fat reservesviore mortalities ee expected before spring.

Two radio collared deer that died from starvation

Yakima Elk Herd Surveys: Poor weather conditions postpaneur survey efforts in January.
Therefore BiologistMoore rarranged the schedulethe hopes thatarly February will provide
clea skies and less precipitation.

Muckleshoot (MIT) Deer Mortality Investigation: Biologist Moore snowmobiled into a
remote location in the Taneum drainage along with Colockum Manager Lopushinsky and
Assistant Colockum Manager Hagan to investigakél T deer mortality. This deer beébeen
wintering at nearly 400@oot elevation and ifeavy snowsrior to its death.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Natural Resource TealtianHill drove the open route through the
Whiskey Dick winter closur& prepare for posting @n Februaryl. The route was clear to
Jackknife Ridge with some mudiccess to the Quilomene Ridge Road will be difficatt there
is two feet of snow at the ¢g& coming off the Beacon Ridge®&l. Assistant Manager Hunt and
TechicianHill drove out to Parke Creek to check accessufhoParke up to Quilomene Ridge
and found that it is not passabléhe motorized closure begins Mond&gbruary 1, and ends
May 1.

11



GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Nuisance Turkeys:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received and handled a complaint of
nuisance turkeys at Kahloti&#ementary 8hool. An adjacent landowner to the school is

providing an attractant (food) and school administrators are concerned the birds will become a
safdy issue for the students. Further follayw will be done next week.

Elk Areas: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitored elk distribution and moeets in EIk
Areas 3721 & 3722A few small groups of elk were observed near the western boundary of
ALE, but the majority of the Hanford herd continues to occupy mid to lower elevations of
Rattlesnake Muntain.

Fencing: Conflict SpecialistVetzel was assisted by 10 master hunters in constructing a 3D
addition to the north side rigiatf-way fence on-B0. Overonemile of fencing was installed
between MP 132 and 133 this past weekemhflit SpecialistWetzel met withthe Washington
Depatment of Transportatioand ordered an additionsévenmiles of fladrytype fence to
install in the coming weekWetzel hazed 46 elk away =
froml-90 at MP6s 130 and 1286
from MP 134. Some slopes are snow free in the
area. Southof 1-90, Wetzel counted 188 elk from ;i
elevated points along the freeway and Huntzinger Roagl. =

3D-type fence additn at MP 132 elk crossing point

Hazing: Residents of Vantage continue to cdlbat elk
and deer in townNonlethal hazing advice and femg
options were offered to callers.

Elk and Deer Conflict: Hay growers with barns have for®
the most part placed sufficient barriers to elk access in |
most parts oKittitas and Yakima countieglk and deer [
are searching for other barns and feeding amnedi:maw
calls are received dailyin all casesadvice is given to ’ S ;
place barriers on hay stores and limit feeding to what I|vestock can consume in short feedmg
periods.

Deer Conflict: A Thorp berry grower called to report deer had broken through eléatice to
get into vines.He requested fused rope and was issued salutes, rope, and a launcher.

Elk Damage: A horse owner on Weaver Road called to reporbull elk in her barrihat were
eating horse hayAdvice was offered for reducing fence damage hay loss.
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Typical elk feeding evidence in unprotected
hay barn

Hazing: Approximately 80 elk were reported
below Cove Road, and with the help of local
landownergheyweremoved up toward the
elk fence.The elk returned that night and
bedded down othe county roadThey were
moved again the next day.

Elk group that prefers the wrong side of the el
fence

Elk Herding: Great help and assistance was
offered by Wenas Wdlife Areaand LT Murray
Wildlife Areastaff members again this week.
Several days asuccessfuelk herdingwere
accomplished Several hundred elk were again
herded back through the elk fences in each, areigh has greatly reduced the damage effects in
Ellensburg and in the Wena#. pattern of elk breaking out of thekdlences again and again is
emerging. Ence patrols have been increased to help detect fence damage as soon as possible.

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKPBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: On Tuesday, Wile Manager Huffman was #te Junction feed site

a rear stabilizer arm separated from the bushing on a feed ¢awsing the axle to

shift. Huffman was able to slowly drive the truck tiweo miles down the highway crab walking
so repirs could be madeOak Creek w@ff membergealigned the axle and were able to remove
the arm and search for part&.new arm was atered later in the weelka addition, another feed
truck had a water pumpgut causing the truck to overheah new water pump has been
ordered and Assistant Manager Berry has been researching the steps to complete the work
online The truck is still being used for feeding, but is not being driven long distambés.
leaves one fully operatinal truck for winter feeding.his truck had the rebuilt heater core
installed so it now has heat.

LT Murray Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Hunt is working with Luft Trailer Sales to mount
our snowplow on the 2015 Motor Pool Clgguickup that is hopeily close to heading our way.

Theydll order in the necessary mo wuftsdllsmgd har dw
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services plows in Ellensburg, which will save us having to get everything to a Yakima vendor for
installation.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Hagan continued to work with CAMP and
engineer Ray Berg on specifications for the fence construction project on the southern boundary
of the wildlife area.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Sakaeved a call from Manager Bjornstrom that
three vehicles were stuck in the Byron Uritssistant Manager Sak drove over and met with
Officers Horn and McLerranlt was obvious that another pickup was not going to get them out
so Assistant Manager Sa#lied Natural Resource TechniciarMedina to bring the dozer over

to pull them out.While waiting for the dozer
Assistant Manager Sak and Officer Horn
drove into the Bryon Unit and found where
the trespassers had dumped boxes of book
and abandoned a sthtrailer. After

returning to the vehicleshe whole story was |i 1o
told and fines were given accordinglJhe [
perpetrators went back and cleaned up all t
trash and removed the trailer.

Uy

Assistant Manager Sak assisting the stuck
vehicles at ByrorPonds

REGION 4
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

East/West Bear Project:Biologist Smith assisted Bear and Cougar Specialist Beausoleil and
Biologist Maletzke with ongoing bear den wotlhis portion of theroject entails locating dens,
placing cameras to document emergence and cub numbers, recollaring/adjusting collars on sub
adult males, recollaring/adjusting 15000
collars on adult females, and
potentially collaring yearling cubs.

16000

Work where newborn cubs are g
known to be present will be limited =~ 1200
(camera placement only) to avoid = 10000 # Total Swans

den abandonment.

B Trumpeter Swans
8000
Tundra Swans

6000

w Bow A ®»

Swan SurveysDistrict 14 staff
members completed data entry and %
analysis for the annual swan 2000
surveys. .

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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Swan Collection: Total number of
swans collected by the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Puget Sound Energy, volunteers
and numerous other groups from
20081 1/22/2016. Swans collected
ofswanscolleced | consjst of live and dead bird#
swan collection season is from
NovembefrMarch.

Swan Mortality and Morbidity
Study: Biologist DeBruyn and

Swan Technician Trejo continued to

monitor for swan mortality and morbidity in Whatcom, Skagit, and Snohomish counties. Surveys
for carcasses, live birdand feather piles were carried out on foot and from an airboat on Judson
Lake. In toal, sixty four mortalities were recorded this week, bringing the seasona@db

swan mortalities. Twentfour of the64 weekly mortalities were feather piles found on Judson
Lake or Whatcom County gravel pits. Swan mortalities during the-2016 seson have far

surpassed the 227 recorded mortalities of the
20142015 seasonDeBruyn also participated in
a conference call with cooperators on the swan
project to discuss an apparent spike in swan
mortality this year and to plan fue operations
at Judsn Lake.An effort will be made to do lead
sampling at the lake in the spring using
previously established methods.

Swan Technician Nick Trejo with swan carcass

Swan Mortality By County

B Sumas

B Whatcom
m Skagit

u Snohom ish

Swan Mortality by Cause of Death

5

M Lead suspect
W Powerline suspect
= Other trauma

m Undeterm ined

Marine Waterfowl Surveys: Biologist Cyra,District 15 staffmembers, and the Marine
Waterfowl $ecialist continued flying the 201216 marine wateofvl surveysThese multi
species marine aerial surveys cover the entire shorelintanthjority of open watein the
Puget SoundTheyare the longest céinuous dataset of their kinthformation is used to inform
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marine sea duck harvest guidelinas well as providtrend data for game speci@sddiversity
species such agestern gebe andarborporpoise Continued unsettled weather resulted in only
one day with appropriate conditiofts surveying Surveyors completethe eastern bays and
southern Straiof Georgia.The remainder of the week was consumed with data transcriptions
and other data requests.

San Juan Islands National Historic Park EIS Meeting:Biologist Milner attended aall day
meeting with stafmemberdrom theSan Juan Islands National HistoRark to go over points
for a draft ES regarding prairie restoration.

Bureau of Land ManagementSan Juan Islands National Monument Public Meeting:
Biologist Milner attended ayblic meeting seeking input for recreational activities within the
National Monument andiasable to hear some of the ideas the public is offering for
management actions.

Estuary Restoration Monitoring: District 13 staff members ctinued evaluatingites for

avian monitoring in the Skagit/Stillaguamish estuarigge are looking for walkable transects in
the brackish marsh that are long
enough and wide enough to meet
the survey protocol desigmibeep,

challenging.

Channels and mud make walking
a transect challenging

WDFW King County Citizen
Breeding Amphibian Monitoring:
Biologist Anderson, along with
Woodland Park Zoo stafiembershave been providing direction to volunteers in order to
establish relationships withewsurvey site landowners amélinitiate contacts with previous
survey site landeners. Anderson and zoo staffiembersave also provided guidance to
volunteers on protocol, field survey techniques, equipment questions and further biosecurity
explanatbons. Anderson updated reference web data entry tutorials for volunteeAnderson

has been conferencing with partners, landowrsgrdmunicipalities regarding any other kickf
needs now that 2016 sites have been cha&aderson is examining 201%th for partners.

More information can be found http://www.z0o0.0rg/citizenscience
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Long-toed salamander egg mass noted by
WDFW-Woodland Park Zoo citizen
monitoring efforts using techniques provided
in training to limit intrusion and disturbance
while recording baseline observations over
time

US Fish and WildlifeT Seattle Proposal as
an Urban Bird Treaty City: Seattle Partners
(Audubon Washington, Heron Habitat
Helpers, Seattle Audubone&tle Parksind
Recreation DepartmersandWDFW District

12) provided final review and comment on a
letter now submitted to USFWS outlining
justification and proposing Seattle be granted

nomi nati on alsam BIJISIFANST riddat vy CAndergan conf@mced0 1 6 . Bi

with a number of these partners to discuss nesdaell as with USFWS Pacific Region
Migratory Birds and Habitat Program Chief Seto to clarifg &inalize any needs regarding
submittal.

Private Lands/Access Management

Management and EducationalOutreach Materials Nuisance/Conflict Waterfowl Species,
withi n Northwest Washington: Upon requestildlife Conflict Supervisor Caldwell organized
and drafted management and depredation education/outreach materials for the Western
Washington Agricultural Asociation. These materials will be provided as a packet and will
include: background and status of Wrangel Island Snow Geese, Pacific Flyway Council
Management Plans, Washington State waterfowl game semsdmegulations, wildlife conflict
management techniques and resources, Revised Codes of Washington and Wildlife
Administrative Codes, selected scientific research resources, and federal agency resources. This
document is being produced to provide edwraéind outreach on matters related to waterfowl
nuisanceand conflict management withirorihwest Washington. The intent of this document
will be to improve and guide adaptive and lawful decisions related to waterfowl conflict
scenarios on an evehangingandscape.

Migratory Bird Enhancement Project Proposal Development:Manager Link submitted 12
Migratory Bird Enhancememroject Proposals for Region 4.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

2016 WDFW Mid-winter Waterfowl Survey: Biologists compiled district waterfowl data,
QA / Q (&dddsent material to Waterfowl Section Manager Kraege.
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“8 Urban wood ducks in Seatt.|

f Private Lands/AccessManagement

w \Wildlife Vi ewing Opportunity Coordination:

| Private Lands Supervisory Biologist Caldwell

and Private Lands Biologist Wingard met with

# members of several regional Audubon groups.
1 Discussion topics centered around how to

| expand wildlife viewingopportunitieson

private landsyhat issues Audubon groups

experienceand how Private Land Access

R N TR § ST Y Program staffnemberscan help alleviate those

issues. The meeting was very productive. Private Lands Access Programestdiérs are

looking forward to increasing coaration with these groups to expand wildlife viewing

opportunities on private lands.

Waterfowl Quality Hunt Units: Natural Resource Technicians Deyo and Gitong with
Private Lands Biologist Wingard
conducted use surveys of Waterfowl
Quality Hunt sies inWhatcom, Skagit,
and Snohomishaunties taking note and
resolving any issues regarding the sites.

An abundance of waterfowl have been
observed foraging and loafing at
Waterfowl Quality Hunt sites across
Region 4, providing excellent opportunity
for the last week of the season

Public Comment and QuestionsPrivate
Lands Biologist Wingard and Private
Lands Supervisory Biologist Caldwell responded to public comments and questions regarding
private land access and hunting for waterfowl speciestnration was provided on habitat
conditions, waterfowl use, hunting succes®d webbased access options for reserving and
viewing private land access sites across the state.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVE RALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HI GH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Wildlife Conflict Monitoring & Management: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Witman responded
to a call from a cattle producer that wanted to discuss the currentaftéteshoof disease
specimen that wadiscovered in Skagit Counthe producer was contacted and provideth a

18



