Wildlife Program
Week ofMay 307 Juneb, 2016

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Stevens County DepredationBi ol ogi st Shepherd and a Stevens
investigated a domestic animal death which was categorized as a confirmedpretfation.

Biologist Shepherd discussed wolf issues and preventative measures with the owner. Biologist
Shepherd, Natural Resource Worker Weatherman, and contract range riders provided

surveillance while the owner was on a planned work absence for sgéagsal

Brown Master Thesis DefenseSupervisor McCanna and Wildlife Conflict Specialist Shepherd
attended Brownods maisMoert atlh e syi sofd eRfacDagsgred_ti ivtelset do
Areas of Washingtondo at Washington State Uniwv

Conflict Staff Meeting: Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Worker Weatherman met in
Spokane with Conflict Supervisor McCanna and Conflict Biologist Bennett to discuss issues
such agzommunication, coverage of areas, lethal protocol,namk

Damage Preventio Cooperative Agreements for LivestockBiologist Shepherd worked with
area ranchers to submit invoices, sign agreements, and enter contracts in the contract system.

Spokane County Cattlemen Meeting:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett attended a monthly
meeting for the Spokane County Cattlemen and shared iniomabout the newly developed
lethalremovalprotocol.

Data Sharing Password UpdatesWildlife Conflict SpecialistBennett informed producers
about new passwords for the GPS collar data shartgmaps.

Trail Cameras: Biologist Earl gathered cameras from the Grande Ronde River area. Over 1,000
images have been collectedth none of them being wetkelated Earl contacted the cooperator
who had the cow carcass to inform him of the findings.

Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements for LivestoclBiologist Earl procesed

invoices, A19s, and chedists for agreements this week. Earl also mapped all of the cattle
grazing allotments near the Tucannon territory. Earl, Conflict SpecialistyRast Biologist
McCanna are going to be meeting next week to discuss existing and possible new agreements.

Producer Contacts:Biologist Earl continued to make contacts with producers in known wolf
areas as they begin to move their cattle into summeurpgasteas.



Region 2 Wolf Activities

Lookout Pack: Specialist Heilhecker spent time showing a contracted range rider the Lookout
pack territory. Specialist Heilhecker talked with forest service personnel regarding wolf
locations and grazing pastureatibns. Specialist Heilhecker wrote a livestock damage
prevention cooperative agreement and a-sbate fencing contract. Specialist Heilhecker
reviewed a draft protocol for lethal removal of wolvé&he supplied comments to the wolf

policy lead.

Upper Methow Wolf Monitoring: Biologist Fitkin checked remote cameras deployed in the
Upper Methow Watershed in areas of recent wolf sightifggswolves have been detected to
date However, a radiaollared member of the Teanawaack has recently dispersedthe
headwaters of the Methow River.

Region 3 Wolf Activities

Wolf Activity: A wolf signal was detected near a location where cattle were being turned out for
the summer grazing seasohhe detection was in a normal area frequented by wolves and no
conflict is anticipated.A full time range rider and two part time range riders areeratiea

monitoring the situation.

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Farm Bill: Biologist Baarstad worked with FSA on CFHAFE program coméct
administration.Baarstad met with a landowner in the Odessa area to evaluate the
possibility of enrolling a CRP field on DNR land into SAFE.

Sherman Creak Wildlife Area Rx Burning: The WDFW prescribeddsnteam and a

contract crew spent the weekSiterman CreeWildlife Area preparing units and

implementing prescribed burn treatmeWtildlife Area Assistant Manager Daro Palmer

and Natur al Resource Technician Jlkery AChri so
Trail Unit, shown below, was completedghveek. It was a slow procesto complete

this 28acre unitdue to variable weather conditions and fuel loads, but implementation

went very well. Preparations were also made to enable prescribed burning of the adjacent

Bridge Unit next week, with hosays and utility protetion. The photo shows a WDFW

prescribed burneam member making a lighting pass on a portion of the Trail Unit.



GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Routine Site Maintenance:Manager Dziekan performedutine site maintenance
duties.He noticed his sites received more traffic than usual over the holiday weekend.
Dziekan worked to remove dead limbs and encroaching brush at Cedar and Deep Lake
while the pumpr was working. He also limbed a row of trees nexhe boat ramp at
Newman Lake becauskee trees were growing out into the drive for the launch.
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GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF L IFE, AND DELIVER HIG H-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

CRP-Palouse SAFE:Lewis completedour site visits to plan and layout forb/wildflower
and shrub plots within Palouse SAFE fields. Ttwr fields equal 390 acres of good
quality grassland and will include ajppimately 50 acres of native wildflowers and
shrubsto complete the SAFE projects.

Consevation Reserve Program (CRP):Lewis continued to field calls from landowners
whodid not get accepteid the General CRP sign up and are looking to figure out a way

to get their lands back into a set aside program. All SAFE acres have been spoken for, but
a request for more acres has been submitted. At this point, with the amount of CRP acres
(thousandsn Whitman County) not accepted forearollment, we stand to lose a

significant amount of quality grassland habitat.

Conservation Practice (CP) 33Lewis also meet with NRCS staffembergo discuss the

usage of the CP33 praantdi e riiidabittoatheBywf fcampg ufr
habitat acres that are set to expidmwever,with the practice only eligible for field borders

there will still likely be hundreds of acrésatgo back into agricultural production.

Clarkston Foxes:Biologist Earl contacted a rancher whaseckers were being killed by
foxes The fox lights have been working so far amaimore chickens have been lost

VPA Contract: Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley met with a landowner to attain a

signature on an A9 form foraVPA access payment. During the conversatibe

landowner brought out a picture of her husbandaWDFW employee (Ted Johnson,

retired, and Scott Raslgyho took the picture) from 19%howing thaeleag ofthe first
turkeys in the Prescottara on t he | andowner déds property. She
those turkeys and enjoyed working with WDFW, Mr. Johnsowa Mr. Rasley.



A picture of landowner Bill Grant, deceased,
with WDFW Ted Johnson, réted, with the first

turkeysrelease in the Prescott area in 1990
Photo by @nflict Specialist Scott Rasley

WT Wooten WA i Volunteers: Natural
ResourceNorker2 Christian picked up the dumg
trailer that the volunteers filled over the weeke
with old barbed wire and posts removed from
Abels Ridge. Acess TeahicianHeimgartner
hauled the trailer to Clarkston to recycle the wir
and the total weight was 19@@unds Wildlife
Area Assistant Manag@&ingman worked the weekend with the Inland Northwest
Wildlife Council volunteers for their annual work aleend. They removed more old
internal barbed wire fence along the Hartsock Grade.
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INWC Volunteers along the Harstock Grade dhe W.T. Wooten W|Id||fe Area with
Kari Dingmanin orange

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Pygmy Rabbit Breeding Enclosure and Release Updat@ur semiwild breeding enclosures
have now had newborn kits on the ground for approximately six wé&aks.of the main
components of the recovery program is catching the young kitsfier collecting biological

data and a DNA sample for future comparison, releasing them into the wild when they would
naturally be dispersing onto the landscape to establish their own burrow sgidar, our
breeding season has unfolded in starkremh to the previousvo years, where we had more kits
than we could handléWe have captured a total of only 51 lotsthe year from outwo active
breeding enclosures oveevencapture days, which represents a large decrease in production
compared t@revious yearsln additionto the kits, we have also captured 15 adults that were
born the previous year, evaded our capture attempts as kits in 2015, and are now actively
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breeding.We sampled them, implanted AVID chips for future ID, and returned thenthe
breeding enclosures.

Of the 51 kits, we have released 42 of them on the Sagebrush Flats recovery area, with the other
nnebei ng too small for r éNearacakhing adeltdedmblesthattre h t h
either pregnant or nursingo the kit production is still ongoing and capture/release will continue

into summer.

Breeding Enclosure Weed InfestationsThe less than appealing but necessary removal of weed
infestation from the breeding encloss has begunBiologist Gibbs and echnicians Shank and
Qualyle(plus a token hour contributed by Coordinator Galigent two days manually cutting,
bagging, and hauling out the biomaggproximately 70% of one enclosure (of fouras been
completed.We will be looking to enroll interestl volunteers fronthe Nature Conservanty

assist in this effort in the near future

Last week Photo by J. Gallie

Monarch Butterfly Project: Technicians
Erlenbach and Quayle completedkweed
surveys in two Grant @inty

townships. Afterwards they worked with -
Biologist Finge to refine survey methodghich | -
they will test next week. b3
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Possible nonarch eggs Photoby Kim Quayle

Douglas County Pronghorn Antelope Wdate:
Private Lands Biologist Braaten ran into some
pronghorn antelope while checking SAFE
fields. Private Lands Blogist Braaten revisitethearea the next day and was able to confirm a
fawn antelope with a doeOne buckiwo adult doe antelopand one fawn have taken residence
in a CRP field. Theother doe looks very pregnant.



Pronghorn antelope inDouglas Countyi Photos by Eric Braaten, WDFW

Reptile Monitoring: Biologist Fitkin opportunistically visited one of the isolated buttes known
to harbor pygmy shotttorned lizards in the Methow Valley to confirm presence again this
year. A malefemale pai (hopefully with amorous intentions) was located in traditional
habitat. Little is known about these apparently isolated lizard populatindsiding to what
extent they may represent unique genetics for this species.
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Pygmy shorthorned lizards, ventrhand dorsal views respectivelyale is on the left in the
left photo and onthe right in theright photoi Photo byScott Fitkin



Wildlife Areas

Wetland Projects: Biologist Finger, Wildlife Area Assistant Manager Eidson, Technician Eddy,
and Ducks Uhmited Biologist Blewett participated in a field tour with wetland regulatens

Ecology, Army Corps of Engineers, and Grant County Planning to determine wetland delineation
needs for Frenchmen Ponds enhancements and excavations being planned ébr north
Winchester Reservelhe meeting went very wellvith all regulators seeg a net benefit and
considering he pr o-p e at ihe rexi staps will be to finalize locations and estimates

of fill, enhancement fill (contouring), and wetland creatior permitting applicationsAlso, the
procesgo begin the CR compliance stapsist start DucksUnlimited will now be able to

organize the wetland delineation efforts which should begin mvitie next month or two.

Private Lands/Access

Access Maragement:Access Manager Graves
monitored previous spot spraying and residual
herbicide treatment efforts. Graves noticed
considerable growth this year on basin wild rye
planted just two years ago around the Winchester
Lake parking area.

Two year old wildrye plantingsi Photo byJoe Graves

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE):
Biologist Comstock completdidre SAFE plandor
an operator in Grant Countyho is enrolling
approximately 640 acres of expiring general CRP
into Shrubsteppe SAFE. BiologiS@bmstock
received enrollmerdocuments for another operato
who is enrolling 184cres of expiring CRP into
SAFEIn the Beezley Hills area. After a month of back and tdthaturalResource
Conservatiorservice (NRCSYinally signed off on a SAFE plafior a producer in Lincoln
County. Biologist Comstock worked with the NRCS Ephrata field office to develop template
SAFE plan maps that would meet the NRCG&dard, per thBlatioral Planning Procedures
Handbook Given that this field office has a huge klag of contracts, Biologist Comstock
hopes that by taking this load off, it will expedite getting signatures on final SAFE plans.
Biologist Comstock bridy met with an operatofpr whom she is revriting SAFE plans, to get
input on how to adjust the 2bleave area boundarieBiologist Comstock met with Supervisor
Cotton to assess the SBRvorkload and subdivide tasks.

Private Lands Biologist Braaten checked all of the Dau@launty SAFE fields seeded mulf
2015. Private Lands Biologist Braaten cked for new grass growth and made
recommendations to operators on spraying broadleaf weeds.



Candidate Conservation Ageement with Assurances (CCAA)Biologist Comstock attended

afocued meeting in EIlIl ensburg with the Washingt
Farm Bureau and stafiembers fromUSFWS to discuss whether or nagr@ater sage grouse

CCAA has a future in Washington. There have been some internal changes at USF\WS that a
encouraging reflection on this tool and how it can be improved and implemented. While the role

of WDFW and private lands stafiembersstill remainsuncertain, the cattlemen siged| for the

most part, that they are willing to resuscitate the proaes$sreve forward with sample plan(s).

Biologist Comstock attended a follow up internal call with WDFW ste#mbergo discuss the

CCAA.

Biocontrol i Dalmation Toadflax: Private Lands Biologist Braaten collected 408cinus
janthinusfrom established ngery sites in Douglas County this week to be given out to a few
landowners who needed insects. Private Lands Biologist Braaten continues to find presence of
Rhinusa antirrhinitoadflax seed eatinweevil.

Dalmatian toadflax weevils in Douglas County Photo by Eric Braaten, WDFW

Wildlife Management

WDFW and CCT Coordination Meeting: Biologists Fitkin and Heinleralong with additional
WDFW staffmemberdrom Regions 1 & 2attended a wildlife coordination meeting with the



Colville Confederated TribesThis was a productive meeting focused on species of mutual
interest and cananagementA follow-up meeting to plan for coordinated winter ungulate
surveys wil be scheduled for this fall.

Second Annual Dave BrittellMemorial Trail Hike/Fundraiser: Managr Haug and the

Sinlahekin Wildlife Area hosted the first annual Dave Brittell Memorial Trail Hike on Saturday

to raise scholarship funds for local students seeking a degitee Natural Resource Sciences

The hike (on National Trails Day) was well attiex with 48 hikers (compared to 38 last year)
traversing the nearlgightmile trail from Sinlahekin Headquarters to Hunters Camp north of

Fish Lake. Region RegionalDirector Steve Pozzanghera organized and directed the event

which brought together faihy, friends and WDFW stafinemberdrom around the state. The

hike raised over $2700 for the scholarship fur®l7 00 mor e t han | ast year.
scholarship was awarded to two individuals: éwen Cut Bank, MT and the othélom Omak.

We look forwad to many more successful hikes in memory of Dave and his lasting legacy.

Hikers on the Dave Brittell Memorial Trail south of Forde Lake and Steve Pozzanghera
presenting the check to the Dave Brittedrhily for the scholarship fund

Wenner Lakes/ChafaDam:Manager Furnari continues corresp
repair crew at Wenner Lakes/Chalfa Darchecktheir progress.
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New ford crossing south of Chalfa Daifin
Photo by Craig Matson

New pipes/valve/gate installed for Chalf
10 Dam’ Photo by Joe Molano



North Central Washington Forest Heath Collaborative: Lands Ogratiors Manager

Swedberg attended the quarterly meetindhefNorth Central Washington Forest Health
Collaborative One of the primary topics was tRerest Resiliency Burning PIlQESHB 2928)
requiring DNR to coordinate with thiareeForest Health Collaboratives to contlpeescribed

burns in suthcentral,north central and rtheast Washington with the intent of comparing

actual smoke impacts with the predicted smoke impacts. The results would be used to inform an
update of the Smoke Management Pl@ther significanttems covered includedanagement

of snavpack and stream flowtbrough forest management, a@dlarnogan Wenatchee National

Forest srategt planning and prioritization.

Chelan Butte: Manager Fox spent a day with Archaeologist Kat Kelly on Chelan Butte looking
at sites where gate installationglaspring developments will require cultural resource review.
They also looked at the Lucas Homesteuaich is on the Natioal Register of Historic Places.

. :

Lucas Homestead, 1978Photo by J.H. Lucas Homestead, 201i6Photo by R. Fox
Vandermeer

o

2016 sgegrousechick in Flowering prickly pear @actus n Douglas Countyi
Douglas Countyi Photo by Eric Photo by Eric Braaten, WDFW
Braaten, WDFW
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The view from pygmy shoiftorned Blue dasher (immature female)) Photo by J.
lizard habitati Photo by Scott Fitkin Heinlen

Jordon Hagan, burn team member, lights a Smoke drifting downslope in the evening.his

passin timber litter on the Trail Uhit while ignition was timed to take advantage of
shielding his face from the hedt Photo by Tom  evening downslope wis to reducesmoke
Leuschen impacts on Hghway 20 at the top of the unit

Photo by Tom Leuschen
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