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Wildlife Program  
Week of January 16 ï January 22, 2017 
 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Forest Health Education: The fourth graders from Kettle Falls Elementary School made 

it out to Sherman Creek Wildlife Area on Tuesday this week for more forest health 

education in the field.  Two topics were combined for the day, as the studentsô previous 

two visits had been canceled due to extremely cold weather conditions.  The students 

learned about stand conditions that contribute to disease and insect outbreaks from 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forest Health Specialist Dr. Melissa 

Fischer.  Students also rotated through stations at forest plots where they learned about 

different management perspectives, based on different management goals, from staff 

members representing DNR, Hancock Forest Management (private industrial), and 

WDFW.  These mentors then visited the students at their school on Friday after the fourth 

grade teachers had separated the students into six small groups, with two groups each 

adopting one of the three perspectives.  The students had a pre-developed list of 

questions, the answers to which the groups will 

use to develop a simple management 

plan.  Each group will then present their 

management plan to a panel of their mentors in 

about three weeks as a PowerPoint 

presentation. 

 

Dr. Fischer teaching the students about the 

effects of gall rust fungus on ponderosa pine ï 
Photo by D. Palmer 
 

W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area ï Mountain 

Lions: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager 

Dingman saw three mountain lions (a mother and two sub-adults) relaxing on the wildlife 

area. The mother has a red ear tag in her right ear from the mountain lion study several 

years ago, but was too far away for Dingman to read the ear tag number. There was also a 

mountain lion kill near the Wooten Headquarters this week and Dingman hung the 

remote camera on the carcass to get pictures of the cats. 
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REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Winter Burrow Surveys: Coordinator Gallie, Technicians Quayle, Erlenbach, and Hastings, 

and volunteers continued burrow surveys this week.  Efforts have focused on DNR lands 

enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to the east of the Sagebrush Flats Wildlife 

Area.  Occupancy is still very patchy, but so far we have documented 57 active burrow systems 

and collected fecal pellets for DNA analysis at all of them.  What is very encouraging is that all 

of these have been found in areas that either have been irregularly or never surveyed before, or 

are more or less new ground for pygmy rabbit presence. 

 

Wolverine Management: Biologist Fitkin and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Biologist Rohrer 

finished up the first round of camera 

station checks in District 6 for the 

Western States Wolverine Conservation 

Project Baseline Survey with a punishing 

trip to the Hartôs Pass area.  We 

documented a wolverine(s) at one of four 

accessible sites in the first round of 

checks.  This effort will continue monthly 

as least through March. 

 

Wolverine visiting a baited survey site ï 
Photo by WDFW remote camera 
 

Mother mountain lion (middle) with two 

sub-adults ï Picture taken through spotting 

scope 

Mother and kitten mountain lion on a killed 

deer near the Wooten Headquarters 
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Predator-Prey Research: Biologists Heinlen and Fitkin participated in a conference call to plan 

for the upcoming deer capture effort in District 6.  They also field checked potential drive-net 

capture locations.  Crusting snow, access, and extensive new post-fire fencing are presenting 

logistical challenges.  Final site selection will occur next week during a site visit with Deer 

Specialist Hansen. 

 

Working for Wildlife NFWF Gran t:  WDFW received a grant in 2013 through the National 

Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Working for Wildlife Initiative to assist in augmenting 

sharp-tailed grouse into District 6 through 2016.  Due to several factors, WDFW has not been 

able to augment sharp-tailed grouse as anticipated.  Biologist Heinlen has submitted an 

amendment requesting an extension of the grant through December 31, 2019 and is awaiting 

review by NFWF. 

 

Lynx Monitoring: Biologist Fitkin did a midseason check on the first group of non-baited 

cameras deployed on secondary roads and trails in an effort to document lynx.  This is part of the 

continuing partnership to assist the ongoing WSU research effort to develop a lynx occupancy 

model for the Okanogan Lynx Management Zone.  We are piggy-backing on our trips to check 

wolverine cameras to deploy a modest number of winter cameras to compare with the results 

weôve obtained thus far from the much larger summer effort in the same areas.  No lynx thus far 

on the first 3 cameras checked, but we are picking up non-target species including marten which 

we almost never detected on the summer cameras. 

 

Marten and snowshoe hare ï Photos by WDFW/WSU remote cameras 

 

Western Gray Squirrel Survey/Monitoring: Biologist Heinlen checked the game camera set 

up behind the Omak Hatchery since December to monitor western gray squirrel activity in non-

typical habitat.  The site continues to document western gray squirrels and other wildlife living 

close to town. 
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Fox (back) and western gray (front) 

squirrels at Omak Hatchery ï Photo by 

WDFW remote camera 

 

Washington Ground Squirrels: 

Biologists Dougherty and Rowan, as 

well as Regional Program Manager 

Monda, participated in a meeting with 

Wildlife Diversity and other regional 

staff members to discuss upcoming 

surveys. The potential for these surveys 

to be done to required standards is 

uncertain due to district biologist and technician shortages. Biologist Dougherty spent some time 

looking at work plans and site locations to determine if the survey effort will even be feasible 

this year. The best answer thus far is ñMaybe, if all goes well.ò  Biologist Dougherty reached out 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Columbia National Refuge to determine the level 

of interest and also the need for squirrels that might be needed to augment the current population. 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Scotch Creek Sharp-tail Grouse: Assistant Manager Dupont observed 36 sharp-tailed grouse 

roosting in the riparian area below the Headquarters.  All 36 grouse were flushed by a passing 

raptor.  Within a short period of time, 11 more sharp-tailed grouse appeared in the vicinity of the 

original observation. Itôs unknown if these 11 were part of the original group of 36.  Regardless, 

this is encouraging, given the low numbers observed during spring lek counts in 2016.  This is 

the highest winter count by WDFW since 

the Okanogan Complex fires of 2015, 

which burned a large portion of their 

summer habitat and all three active leking 

sites. 

 

Sharp-tailed grouse below the 

Headquarters ï Photo by B. Dupont 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

SAFE/CRP: Biologist Comstock reviewed 

and edited a letter from the Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) that will be sent to 

landowners with CRP contracts, which are due to start mid-contract management actions. 

Biologist Comstock reviewed the status of all SAFE 2010 contracts and looked at their 

conservation assistance history. This process also lent itself to QC of the SAFE geodatabase.  

Biologist Comstock compiled some brief statistics for the SAFE sign ups in preparation for a 

coordination call regarding SAFE point counts.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten also spent time 

coordinating and mapping a draft SAFE boundary expansion. About 11,000 new SAFE acres 

will be available for Douglas, Grant, and Lincoln counties in 2017. The current polygons need to 

be expanded to make acres available to interested landowners and many of the acres within 
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current polygons are currently under contract or being farmed. We are using habitat connectivity 

data and grouse range layers currently used in other Farm Bill programs. Private Lands Biologist 

Braaten, along with staff members from FSA, WDFW, and others discussed adding the rest of 

Douglas County farm lands currently 

not included in SAFE enrollment 

polygons and also expanding current 

polygons to include northern Lincoln 

and Grant counties. A draft proposal 

was sent up to Mike Kuttel, Jr., 

WDFW Farm Bill Coordinator, for 

review. This would allow additional 

farm bill opportunities for interested 

landowners to participate in while 

providing better connection on the 

landscape and use of SAFE acres for 

grouse while enhancing/restoring 

shrubsteppe habitat. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE 

SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -RELATED 

RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Methow Valley Trails Collaborative (MVTC): Manager Hovis attended a meeting of the 

MVTC, whose mission is to build and strengthen relationships among trail managers, advocates, 

and user groups to support and enhance sustainable trail experiences in the Methow Valley.  As a 

non-voting member of the collaborative, Hovis is hopeful her participation will provide 

opportunities to solicit volunteers to repair or maintain some of the most popular trails on the 

Methow Wildlife Area. 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

Recreational Opportunities: Ice fishing 

is still going strong along with wildlife 

viewing opportunities. 

 

There are a few brave souls out there. 

This was from a couple of weeks ago at 

Roseôs Lake when temperatures were in 

the lower teens and wind chill was near 

-15. 
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GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Observed Environment: Although snow depths 

remain modest at best at lower elevations in the 

Methow Valley, this has been one of the coldest 

winters in the last couple of decades thus far, with 

many below zero mornings. The first real thaw of 

the winter in the Methow arrived this past 

weekend, but it will be short. 

 

Seriously?! ï Photo by Scott Fitkin 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

Cooperative Fencing: Specialist Bridges 

responded to a call that elk were walking over the 

newly installed cattle guards in the Stemilt Basin.  

At one guard, one elk was actually walking in 

between the grates and high stepping 

though it, while at the other site elk 

were jumping to/on a 4-inch wide 

exposed chunk of concrete to bypass the 

guards altogether. 

 

GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EFFECTIVE 

AND EFFICIENT ORGANI ZATION 

BY SUPPORTING OUR 

WORKFORCE, IMPROVING 

BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Firewise Methow Wildlife Area  HQ Project: Based on recommendations by the Okanogan 

County Fire Department, Methow Wildlife Area staff members are planning to create defensible 

space around our HQs by cutting down and chipping aspen trees and other vegetation 

encroaching on several of our buildings.  Before proceeding, we consulted with Lynda Hoffman 

and Scott Fitkin to confirm no permits or authorizations are required.  Although we all hate to 

see the aspens go, everyone agreed it was in WDFWôs best interest to take proactive measures to 

protect our buildings and equipment in the event of a wildfire.  Plans are underway to start this 

project next week. 
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Methow Forest Rehabilitation Project: Tuesday, Forester Bass met with one logging 

contractor, representatives from Boise Cascade, and Methow Wildlife Area staff members to 

conduct a pre-work meeting and 

discuss scheduling. Bass also met 

with Simpson Logging contractors 

to inspect equipment before it was 

moved onsite to ensure it had been 

cleaned of all possible weed seed 

vectors.  Bass got road permits 

from USFS and Okanogan County 

to allow log hauling and ensure no 

damage to infrastructure. 

 

Equipment stopped at Methow 

HQ for inspection to ensure 

cleanliness so no weed seed could 

be carried onsite. Logging began 

on Friday 1/20 ï Photo by Jamie 

Bass 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

L .T. Murray Wildlife Area : 

Assistant Manager Winegeart helped 

Natural Resource Technician Hill feed 

elk at Robinson and Watt canyon sites. 

Approximately 1,500 elk were at the 

sites and all hay had been cleaned up 

from previous feeding. The sites 

looked good. 

 

Elk at the Robinson Canyon feed site 

 

Winter Elk Update: Elk numbers 

stayed consistent this week with highs 

in Watt at 700 and Robinson around 

550.  Technicians Leuck and Hill think there are more elk coming in at Robinson after they leave 

because they are noticing browsing away from the feed lots.  The weather warmed up this week 

with highs in the upper 30s and lows at night in the mid-20s with an ice storm in the middle of 

the week.  This has made for tough snow conditions with chains now being used to get into 

Robinson.  The weather next week looks like highs in the low 30s and lows in the upper teens. 

The elk look healthy with no mortalities this week. 
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Deer Mortality: Manager Babik and 

Assistant Manager Winegeart 

snowmobiled and snowshoed into the L.T. 

Murray Wildlife Area to collect a radio 

collar and samples from a deer that died in 

the Muckleshoot mortality study. The deer 

had been scavenged, so few samples were 

collected. 

 

Muckleshoot deer mortality radio collar 

in upper left 

 

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Oak Creek 

staff members continued with winter 

feeding operations at all feed sites.  Elk numbers held steady despite warmer 

temperatures.  Natural Resource Technician Kass and Manager Huffman used the dozer and 

hand shoveling to clear all the snow after it came off the hay barn roof blocking all the vehicle 

parking.   Roofs were cleared of snow, and 

additional snow/slush was shoveled and pushed as 

things started melting around the compound.  Heavy 

wet snow fell on Sunday for most of the day, 

creating a mess and slowing down all operations. 

 

Hungry elk at the Junction feed site 

 

Peak Elk Counts for Week 

Headquarters ï 1038 

Junction ï 238 

Nile ï 250 

Sheep ï 150 

Cowiche ï 1500 

 

Winter Weather:  Temperatures warmed up during 

the week and the inversion finally lifted.  Snow 

began melting by the weekend.  Several inches of 

heavy wet snow fell on Sunday, but the rest of the 

week is going to be a mixture of sun and clouds 

with highs above freezing for a few days, and lows 

15-20 degrees.  No precipitation is in the forecast. Elk are in seasonally fair condition.  A bull elk 

died on the headquarters feed site during the week from unknown causes. 

 

Wenas Wildlife Area Winter Feeding: Elk numbers continue to slowly increase after a week 

with warmer temperatures, but accompanied by freezing rain and snow showers. Current snow 

accumulations around the feed site are approximately 18 inches after receiving 4 inches of wet, 

new snow on Saturday. 
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Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers: ~800 animals. 

 

Winter Weather: We had normal temperatures most of the week, with highs in the upper 30s 

and lows in the mid-20s to low 30s, with a mix of snow, sleet, freezing rain, and rain. For the 

coming week, the forecast is for it to cool back down to below normal temperatures, with highs 

in the low 30s and lows in the upper teens with dry, partly sunny conditions. 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Hanford Elk Survey: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra and USFWS biologists coordinated 

and completed the Hanford Elk Survey. Weather delayed flights on two days, but the survey was 

completed safely over three days of flying. A total of 1,098 elk were detected, which is one less 

than the last count in 2015. Snow cover and open terrain resulted in very good detection 

probability and Fidorra will work with USFWS to analyze data using a sightability model. 

 

 

 

Washington Ground Squirrels: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra reviewed survey protocols 

and discussed the 2017 statewide Washington Ground Squirrel Survey coming up this spring 

with survey organizer Biologist Hayes. Fidorra agreed to the request to assist District 5 with 

surveys of the Potholes region, as few sites within his district were selected. Volunteers and staff 

coordination will be required. 

 

Winter Waterfowl Survey: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra reviewed protocols and 

coordinated with Biologists Rowan and Wilson for the upcoming winter waterfowl survey next 

week. 

 

Pronghorn: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra coordinated with Safari Club International 

regarding ground survey efforts for pronghorn in coordination for the upcoming flight surveys 

scheduled for next week. 

 

Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Bernatowicz dismantled and stored the removable portions of the 

Cleman sheep trap.  Bernatowicz also searched a section of Highway 12 west of the Oak Creek 

Elk on snow were highly visible on snow 

during the survey on Arid Lands Ecology 

Reserve 

Unusually heavy snow cover on Arid 

Lands Ecology Reserve during 

Hanford elk survey 
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Wildlife Area where three bighorn sheep were reported.  At this time, there isnôt any risk of 

contact with domestics, but domestic sheep occupy nearby USFS allotments in 

spring/summer.  No bighorns sheep could be found, but numerous deer and elk were occupying 

areas close to the highway due to snow/ice. 

 

Oak Creek Management Plan: Biologist Bernatowicz wrote a section on grizzly bears for the 

resource section of the Oak Creek Management Plan.  Grizzly bears will probably never occupy 

the area, but were part of a Section 6 grant for land purchases. Bernatowicz also reviewed the 

forest management section of the plan and watched a WebEx on forest restoration/spotted-owls. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Babik and Assistant Manager Winegeart met with 

members of the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club to discuss submitting an ALEA grant for 

their Watchable Wildlife tower that would aid public viewing of the elk at Joe Watt Canyon. 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Oak Wildlife Area : Manager Huffman wrote two letters for large donations made to the winter 

feeding program.  One letter was for a donation in memory of a local hunter who died this past 

fall while crossing the Naches River. 

 

Seattle Times Interview: Manager Huffman was interviewed by a reporter from the Seattle 

Times during the week.  The reporter made a trip out to Oak Creek over the weekend to do a 

truck tour and talk with the public and volunteers. 

 

Display Mounting: Forester Mackey 

assisted a Wildlife Education Corps 

volunteer with mounting a display in the 

Oak Creek Visitorôs Center.  It is a cross 

section of a fire scarred western larch 

stump located on the Rock Creek Unit that 

tells a story about fire history prior to 1900. 

 

Hanging display case constructed by 

Wildlife Education Corp Volunteer Bill 

Sherwood 
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L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Babik worked with Bright Beginnings, an early learning 

childcare center in Ellensburg, to plan a field trip to the elk feeding station in February. 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Tri -Cities Sportsmen Show: Private Lands Biologist Stutzman attended the Tri-Cities 

Sportsmen Show Saturday and Sunday. In addition to working the WDFW booth, Stutzman gave 

a seminar on the Private Lands access program both afternoons. The seminars generated lots of 

good discussion about the program. Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand spent on day working the 

WDFW booth. 

 

Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreement: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand prepared and 

delivered a new Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreement and associated damage permits to a 

landowner in Benton County with deer damage issues. 

 

Elk Conflict: Conflict Specialist Wetzel 

spent several days working in the Thorp 

area this week on several herds of elk in 

several locations.  Several new fields are 

now being used by elk.  USDA will work 

in the area this week. 

 

Elk feeding in a haystack in Thorp.  This 

is a good location for potential elk 

collaring, or elk trapping. 

 

Elk Management: Conflict Specialist 

Wetzel used Master Hunters with the 

volunteer hunt coordinator to haze and 

harvest elk in the lower Wilson Creek 

area, east Kittitas, and the Thorp area.  Several elk have been harvested.  One large landowner 

will not allow access to Master Hunters, which limits effectiveness. 

 

Elk Hazing: Conflict Specialist Wetzel sent several Master Hunter volunteers to haze elk at 

night in the town of Vantage.  Only nonlethal hazing will occur with Master Hunters at that 

location. 

 

Elk Damage: Conflict Specialist Wetzel was contacted by a landowner in west Ellensburg 

reporting elk damage.  Wildlife Area Manager Lopushinsky and Assistant Manager Hagan 

assisted Conflict Specialist Wetzel in trying to transport hay to bait several re-entry gates in the 

area, but snow machines could not get to the area or transport the hay.  About 160 elk are in the 

Caitlin Canyon area, but no patrol of the fence could be attempted due to lack of access.  Foot 

access to the area is difficult if not impossible. 
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GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Discover Pass compliance was good over the weekend, and 

visitation was high.  Park Aide Wells contacted each vehicle as it pulled into the parking 

lot.  Over the weekend, 255 vehicles arrived with Discover Passes, 50 arrived with Access 

Passes, and 77 purchased day passes onsite.  A total of 21 vehicles chose not to pay and left the 

area. 

 

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant 

Manager Winegeart met a delivery truck at the 

L.T. Murray shop to receive a new 700 Yamaha 

Kodiak ATV with snow tracks. 

 

Natural Resource Technician Leuck getting 

ready to load the L.T. Murrayôs new ATV onto 

a trailer 

 

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Staff members 

continued to deal with snow and ice across the 

wildlife area throughout the week.  Just getting 

to and from work has been difficult.  Assistant 

Manager Sak plowed snow to access power 

lines on the wildlife area for Pacific Power so they could conduct their yearly 

inspection.  Natural Resource Technician Medina continued with cleaning the shop and removed 

snow from buildings. 

 

 

REGION 4 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND  WILDLIFE  
 

Wildlife Management 

 

White-nose Syndrome Monitoring, Bat Health, and Bat Conservation: District 12 continued 

coordination of efforts and planning with White-nose Syndrome Coordinator Tobin, USFS, and 

collaborators regarding ongoing acoustic monitoring efforts and other surveillance needs coming 

up this month.  Field work continues monthly. 

 

Please report bat roosts and sick or dead bats here (PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD OF THIS 

WEBSITE AND NEED TO REPORT ROOSTS, DEAD OR SICK BATS IN WA): 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/wns. 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/wns
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Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) Land Use Assistance to Habitat: District 12 has 

provided assistance regarding a number of proposals across the district involving PHS species or 

habitats, both game and diversity related.  Specifically, WDFW Wildlife non-PHS consultation 

with Seattle Parks regarding a situation where illegal use of park property has occurred due to 

adjacent land use proposal activities. Parks wants to work with the Seattle Department 

Construction and Inspection regarding permits issued for the adjacent land-use work and 

examines previous consideration efforts.  Anderson has been in contact with Seattle Parks, 

WDFW Habitat staff, and local non-profit watchdog concerns. 

 

Take Authorization:  District 12 continues to provide consultation and suggested planning 

efforts, mainly to municipal entities, regarding state wildlife take consideration needs.  District 

12 is working as fast as possible to respond in an appropriate and comprehensive, succinct 

manner given the public scrutiny of this locally. It affects the public entities project needs and 

everyday efforts that request this WDFW consultation. District 12 also responded to a Wildlife 

Diversity Division request regarding peregrine falcon management and take management 

concerns specifically related to climbing rock closures. 

 

Landscape Amphibian Occurrence Monitoring: District 12 continues to work with Citizen 

Science Manager Connally, Woodland Park Zoo staff members, and other partners to fashion a 

standalone interface and project launch that will provide for collection of baseline data and 

encourage partnerships to gain more coverage while minimizing WDFW involvement.  District 

12 continues to reach out to area land managers as well as potential experts to request their 

involvement, enlist willing participants, and gauge interest.  Efforts are continuing in this and 

other needs, including weekly (or more often) meetings or phone conference check-ins to keep 

all moving on same page. Beta testing is ongoing with the data entry interface.  More will 

emerge as this effort finalizes. 

 

Annual Swan and Inland Lakes Waterfowl Surveys: Biologists from Districts 13 and 14, 

Skagit Headquarters staff members, private lands staff members, and volunteers counted swans 

in at least five counties.  Although data has not been received from all areas, record high counts 

are expected from Snohomish and Skagit counties, while freezing conditions in Whatcom 

resulted in lower numbers of swans 

persisting northward. District 13 

entered data for this survey onto the 

proper forms for submission to the 

Waterfowl Program Manager. 

 

Swans in a corn field in Skagit 

County 

 

U.S. Navy Growler EIS Review: 

District 13 reviewed the EIS that 

assesses the potential impacts resulting from increased Navy Growler plane flights over the San 

Juan Archipelago.  After review, technical advice will be referred to the Habitat Program, which 

will submit any formal comments. 
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Seatt le City Lights Research Grants: Biologist Yarborough completed the proposal rating of 

the submissions to the Seattle City Wildlife Research Grants Program. The Wildlife Research 

Program (WRP) was established in response to federal licensing requirements related to the 

Skagit River Hydroelectric Project. The primary goal of the WRP is to facilitate the development 

of improved methods for the understanding, management, and protection of wildlife resources in 

the North Cascades ecosystem, with an emphasis on the Skagit River Watershed.  The review 

team will make recommendations for the second round of the grants process. 

 

Swan Mortality and Morbidity: Biologist Zimmerman continued to monitor the swan hotline 

and check in on known roosts and feeding areas for sick or injured birds. Zimmerman continued 

with the effort in 

conjunction with 

Snohomish PUD to locate 

problem areas to reduce the 

number of power lines 

strikes. Samples were taken 

from 20 birds. 

 

Marine Waterfowl 

Surveys: District 13, along 

with the Marine Waterfowl 

Specialist and staff 

members from Olympia, 

continued the 2016-2017 

winter marine waterfowl 

surveys. This 25-year 

continuous survey looks at 

the long-term trends of wintering marine waterfowl in the Salish Sea.  Among the longest-

running surveys of its kind, the survey also provides long term trend data on most other bird and 

mammal species, both nongame and game, residing in the marine environment during the winter 

in Washington. Waterfowl data are used in determining and setting take amounts and seasons in 

the Pacific Flyway.  Weather and mechanical issues limited the days available for surveying this 

week to one day. Surveys are now 72% complete. 

 

  


