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Wildlife Program  
Week of January 23 ï January 29, 2017 
 

WOLF ACTIVITIES  

 

Region 1 Wolf Activities 

 

Range Rider Request for Qualification Discussion: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett and 

other WDFW staff members discussed revisions to the RFQ for contract range riders. 

Adjustments to qualifications and requirements were sent to Olympia. A meeting is scheduled to 

make final recommendations next week. 

 

Spring/Summer Planning with External Agencies and Groups for Wolves: Wildlife Conflict 

Specialist Bennett discussed next steps with a member of the Wolf Advisory Group and the 

Colville National Forest Grazing Manager. Future funding and cooperation were the main points 

covered. Future meetings were also scheduled for contract plans for summer 2017 livestock 

grazing. 

 

Data Sharing for Stevens County: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett received two Sensitive 

Data Sharing Agreements for wolf collar data sharing. Paperwork was submitted for one and the 

other will be forwarded on for review next week. 

 

Oregon Collared Wolf: Biologist Earl stayed in contact with livestock producers in Asotin 

County as collared wolves moved among their caving and winter feeding areas. 

 

Region 5 Wolf Activities 

 

Public Wolf Observations: Biologist Meyer responded to three new reports of wolf-like canids 

in the region. None were verifiable.  Meyer responded to a report of a wolf-like canid in 

Ridgefield. The reporting partyôs description and location were noted, although the sighting 

could not be confirmed. 

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER 

WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Predator Prey Study and Elk Captures: Region 1 staff members from Districts 1 and 2 

(Biologists Mike Atamian, Dana Base, Carrie Lowe, Daro Palmer, Annemarie Prince, 

and Trent Roussin), Wildlife Veterinarian Kristin Mansfield, Ungulate Research Scientist 

Melia Devivo, and Elk Specialist Brock Hoenes captured and radio-collared 17 elk in 

District 1 (GMUs 117 & 121) as part of the recently initiated predator-prey project.   Elk 

in the district are widely distributed in small groups and frequently occur within dense 

forest land as well as on private property, making capture difficult.  However, 17 elk is 

considered a success.  Future elk captures are planned in the next few months to bolster 
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the sample size.  In preparation for the upcoming mule deer drive net capture, Biologist 

Lowe assisted Deer Specialist Hansen with construction of net poles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY 

CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND 

DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER 

SERVICE 

 

The Menôs Club: Wildlife Conflict Specialist 

Rasley received numerous calls on a group of bull 

elk that quickly earned the nickname ñThe Menôs 

Club.ò This group of elk has stayed together for 

Elk Specialist Hoenes ready to 

dart a cow elk from the 

helicopter 

Ungulate Researcher Devivo and Veterinarian 

Mansfield mark and collect samples from a 

captured elk 
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the last month less than a half mile from the city limits of Walla Walla. To date, Rasley 

has not had one complaint regarding The Menôs Club. 

 

Well Repairs: (Quality of life issue!) After dealing with frozen pipes earlier in the 

month, staff members found the Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area headquarters to be well 

out of order on Monday, January 23. The sump pump had failed, and there were some 

electrical problems as well. First, staff members installed a new pump. An electrician 

replaced the outdoor electrical panel, raised the wellôs control box completely out of the 

well, and tightened the wires to the power feed, which are located at the top of an old 

wooden tower. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Joseph Wildlife Area ï Grande Ronde Snow: Dave Meisner and Wynn Stallcop 

spent Monday and Tuesday bulldozing snow off of access sites, driveways, and parking 

areas on WDFW properties.  The snow is still deep and a problem for access.  Dave and 

Wynn also hauled the cat to Joseph Creek and opened the road to WDFW buildings on 

the wildlife area.  This is the first time weôve ever had to use a bulldozer to clear snow off 

access sites and the roads in this area.  At the request of Mike Odom, Dave and Wynn 

also pushed snow away from a hayshed full of hay on the wildlife area. 

 

 

Rising water in well: sump pump 

failed 

Mike Finch 

installed new 

sump pump 

Electrician replaced 

panel 

The Bogganôs access site after snow 

removal 

Bulldozing snow on the Grande 

Ronde 
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GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Collaboration: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Westerman was contacted by an Airforce Base about 

deer issues they were experiencing and Westerman reached out to USDA Wildlife Services to 

find out if they had any kind of agreement with them. Westerman tried to contact the district 

supervisor and found out the person was no longer with Washington Wildlife Services. 

Westerman made contact with the Wildlife Services staff biologist who deals with airports and 

airbases. Westerman and the Wildlife Services biologist will work together to help the airbase in 

the next few weeks to solve the deer issue, which affects the humane, health, and safety aspect of 

an airfield. 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Wolverine Management: Biologist Fitkin and USFS Biologist Rohrer started the second round 

of camera station checks in District 6 for the Western States Wolverine Conservation Project 

Baseline Survey.  This round, our 

Twisp River camera captured several 

hundred wolverine photos from at 

least four different visits from one or 

more animals.  Looks like we also 

likely got some wolverine hair on 

the snagging devices, along with 

enough bobcat hair to knit a sweater. 

 

Wolverine rolling in scent 

attractants ï Photo by WDFW remote 

camera 
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Determined bobcat at a wolverine camera site ï Photo by WDFW remote camera 

 

Lynx Monitoring: In conjunction with wolverine camera checks, Biologist Fitkin did a mid-

season check on the lynx cameras deployed in the Twisp River cell.  No lynx thus far, but one 

camera detected a wolverine cruising by about five hours before we arrived to check the site. 

Wolverine cruising past a lynx survey camera ï Photo by WDFW/WSU remote cameras 
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Wint er Pygmy Rabbit Burrow Surveys: Coordinator Gallie and Technicians Quayle and 

Erlenbach continued to coordinate and conduct burrow surveys.  Snow drifting and crust 

formation after thaws have made conditions pretty difficult in terms of access and effort.   

Surveys have focused on the release areas of Sagebrush Flats Wildlife Area, using traditional 

transect methods and employing volunteer groups from University of Idaho and assistance from 

Biologists Comstock and Rowan.  As an added bonus, The Nature Conservancy has hosted all of 

these snow trekkers in their Moses Coulee bunkhouse.  Thus far, we have covered acres and 

documented 76 active burrow systems, additionally collecting fecal pellets for DNA analysis at 

all sites.  We continue to spot check aerial survey points on the broad landscape, expanding our 

search (circular 150-meter radius plot) when we have a positive detection.  This method is 

proving very useful as this adapted survey method is detecting an average of 3.9 additional 

burrow systems as well as efficiently focusing our ground effort where we have activity.  We 

have checked 58 of 69 detections, with 34% being positive detections.  The low rate of positive 

detections can be attributed to less than ideal survey conditions during the flight (overcast skies, 

shallow snow). 

 

Pygmy rabbit and a Beautiful view of the horizon as staff members and volunteers trek out for 

the day on burrow surveys 

 

Wi ldlife Areas 

 

Scotch Creek Sharp-tail Grouse: Staff members observed 41 sharp-tailed grouse outside the 

office this week.  This is a new high count 

since the Okanogan Complex fire in 2015.  

The previous high count was 38 earlier this 

winter.  It appears the grouse are using 

riparian areas on the western boundary of the 

Scotch Creek Unit and private property more 

frequently than in previous years.  It is 

unknown if this is fire-related, as the eastern 

stretch of riparian habitat burned at a higher 

intensity during the Okanogan Complex. 

  

Nineteen sharp-tailed grouse outside the 

Scotch Creek office ï Photo by B. Dupont 
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Private Lands/Access 

 

Douglas County MSGCP: Biologist Comstock attended an interagency meeting to discuss 

monitoring requirements and methods for the Multi-Species General Conservation Plan 

(MSGCP). It is apparent that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Foster Creek 

Conservation District over-comitted themselves when preparing the MSGCP. Biologist 

Comstock volunteered to be the WDFW representative for the MSGCP implementation 

committee. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Chelan Butte Trails Association (Elephant Head Trail Proposal): Lands Operation Manager 

Finger met with the working group, including representatives from the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM), Chelan PUD, City of Chelan, and the Lake Chelan Trails Association to 

discuss the trail development proposal.  Von Pope with Chelan PUD discussed golden eagle nest 

site buffers proposed by USFWS, which drove most of the discussion towards trail realignment 

mitigation for the meeting.  Next steps to aid in sighting the trail appropriately include 

identifying the exact location and height of nest in the tree, modeling the viewshed from the nest 

site, and then adjusting the trail to maximize disturbance buffer distances and keep the public 

from areas visible to the nest to the greatest degree possible.  This process could result in a trail 

that has greater impacts on Daybreak Canyon.  Finger discussed the situation with Research 

Scientist Watson and will work to coordinate with Wildlife Area Manager Fox and District 

Biologist Volsen. 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WI LDIFE  

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

L .T. Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Babik and 

Natural Resource Technicians Hill and Leuck met 

with BOR Project Manager Demorest and Conflict 

Specialist Wetzel to repair the electrified crossing 

structure across Taneum Creek, which prevents elk 

from escaping out of the wildlife area. Wetzel 

noticed deep snow had grounded the chains and 

blown a fuse on the charger. Chains were tied up to 

prevent grounding and a fuse was replaced. 

 

Wetzel testing the charge on the electrified chains 
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Baiting Elk: Natural Resource Technician Leuck and Conflict Specialist Wetzel used the 

tracked ATV to bait return gates in hopes to draw 160 elk back into the wildlife area from the 

High Ranch area.  A return gate in Manastash had been taken off its hinges by a member of the 

public and the elk had made it an escape hatch out of the wildlife area. 

 

Wood Replenishment: Manager Babik toured the Yakama Nationôs large wood replenishment 

work in Taneum Creek. Crews work to move 74 cut logs and 10 root wads into the creek to add 

complexity and fish habitat. 

 

 

 

 

Locked Gate: Natural Resource 

Technicians Hill and Leuck locked the elk 

return gate above the Watt feed lot.  There 

have been no sightings of elk outside the 

fence in this area and human tracks have 

been observed going in and out of the 

gate.  Locking it now will prevent future elk 

stress and a potential for the elk to get 

spooked. 

 

Locked return gate above the Watt feed lot 

 

Winter Elk U pdate: Elk numbers are 

staying steady in Watt, with some 

fluctuation this week in Robinson. A return gate had been opened by someone in the Manastash 

area and the elk were using it as a highway. In Watt, the heard stayed right around 700, but in 

Robinson it moved from 600 to 500 and back up to 600.  The weather started with a dump of 

snow on January 22, but stabilized with highs in the mid-30s and lows in the lower 20s.  Next 

week the forecast says highs in the mid-30s and lows in the lower 20s, with possible snow later 

in the week. 

Logs being hoisted into Taneum Creek by 

WCC volunteers 

Fish hotels 
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Elk feeding at the Watt feed lot 

 

Oak Creek Wildlife Area : Forester 

Mackey assisted with winter feeding 

operations and coordinated snow plowing at 

the Nile feed site.  Snow accumulation 

accompanied by freezing and thawing was 

making it difficult to push snow with the 

snow plow.  A local contractor donated his 

grader and approximately 2 hours of time to 

widen the path and facilitate future plowing 

with the feed truck. 

 

View of feeding operations at the Nile after 

donated grader work 
 

Peak Elk Counts for Week 

Headquarters ï 1075 

Junction ï 246 

Nile ï 338 

Sheep ï 130 

Cowiche ï 1500 

 

Winter Weather:  Temperatures were seasonal 

during the week with highs near freezing and 

lows in the upper teens to lower 20s.  It was 

overcast for several days which reduced 

snowmelt.  However things are getting very icy 

in the parking lot.  Similar temperatures are in 

the forecast for this coming week, with slight 

chances of snow and or rain. Elk are in 

seasonally fair condition.  A spotted calf died at 

the Junction feed site. 

 

Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers: ~800 animals. 

Elk numbers held steady around 800 animals, 200-300 animals less than normal for this time of 

year. Snow continues to accumulate around the feed site, with several inches of new, wet snow 

on Sunday. Elk are in seasonally good condition, although a second spotted calf died during the 

week. 
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Three of the nine remaining spotted calves 

 

Winter Weather:  Temperatures were below normal for the week with highs in the low to mid-

30s and lows in the 20s. Conditions were mostly dry after the snow on Sunday, with fog and 

some snow flurries throughout the week. For the coming week, the forecast is for snow on 

Tuesday, then again going into the weekend. Highs are expected in the 20s, with lows in the 

teens, but there is potential for warming up into the mid to upper 30s going into the weekend.  

 

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Kaelber surveyed eastside wildlife areas for dead 

or sick waterfowl in response to an avian cholera outbreak.  Assistant Manager Sak surveyed 

Horseshoe Lake in the Snipes Reserve and Bridgman Pond to see if there were any dead 

waterfowl around the Sunnyside portion of the wildlife area.  No sick or dead birds were 

observed. 

 

  


