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For today

1. Provide Context  
• What have we done to date regarding climate change?  
• What new activities are we considering? 

2. Responding to the Governor’s Request 
• How can we encourage hunters and anglers to take action on 

climate change? 



But first, a special announcement 
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Congratulations
to the WDFW Climate Adapted 

Culverts Project Team!!

Tim Quinn, George Wilhere, Jane Atha and Dan 
Dulan – Habitat Program 

• This team is receiving the Climate Adaptation 
Leadership Award at AFWA’s 2020 national meeting, 
this week!   

• The team is being recognized for innovation, creating 
actionable science, and for the national significance 
and importance of their project in advancing our ability 
to plan for climate change. 



Knowledge, tools, resources
• Hired a climate change coordinator 
• Educational programs for staff 
• Making tools and resources 

available -
• NW Climate Toolbox
• Climate vulnerability 

assessments for species and 
habitats

Partnership
• Interagency Climate Adaptation 

Network 
• AFWA’s Climate Change 

Committee 
• Cascadia Climate Adaptation 

Strategy 
• UW Climate Impacts Group 

Policy
• In 2017 WDFW Adopted Policy 

#5408- Addressing the risks of 
climate change

Science
• Vulnerability assessment
• Climate Refugia Maps 
• Habitat Connectivity – climate 

adapted corridors 
• Stream temperature database
• Low flow projections  

What we’ve done – building our capacity to respond
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“It is the policy of WDFW to manage its operations and assets so as to better 
understand, mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change”.   

A. Strategic Planning 
B. Resource Planning 
C. Agency Facilities and Infrastructure 
D. Land Acquisition
E. Land Management 
F. Technical Assistance 
G. Grants 
H. Outreach and Advocacy 
I. Regulatory Processes 
J. Reducing WDFW’s Carbon Footprint

POLICY #5408:  Provide guidance for managing risks to agency 
investments due to current and future impacts of climate change.”  

A “Climate Action Team” will be established to guide implementation of 
this policy. 
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What we are doing now

The Climate Action team is leading an agency-wide 
risk assessment, program by program.  
• Our intent is be able to prioritize where action is most 

needed 
• We are assessing how climate change will affect what 

we do.  How will affect our ability to achieve desired 
outcomes?   Meet obligations?  Deliver services?   
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What’s next?

From our draft 25-year Strategic Plan:
Develop and implement a WDFW Climate Resilience 
Plan.
1. Identify species and habitats at risk to climate disruption.
2. Address actions for WDFW to make its work and investments more 

resilient to climate change.
3. Identify nature-based climate resilience solutions that can be used 

statewide to strengthen ecosystem resilience.
4. Align state de-carbonization advances with efforts to protect 

species biodiversity. 
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What’s next?

Also from our draft 25-year Strategic Plan:

Develop and implement a WDFW sustainability plan which 
includes actions to minimize our carbon footprint, 
maximize carbon sequestration, and to achieve more net 
ecological gain.
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Responding to the Governor’s Ask

What can WDFW do to get hunters and anglers 
more engaged on combating climate change?   
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Options
1. Add a bullet to the near term action in the strategic 

plan that directs WDFW to communicate to our 
customers about the risks of climate change to our fish, 
wildlife, recreation opportunities.  

2. Develop partnerships with organizations working in this 
space (TRCP, NWF, Conservation Hawks).   
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Options
1. Add a bullet to the near term action in the strategic 

plan that directs WDFW to communicate to our 
customers about the risks of climate change to our fish, 
wildlife, recreation opportunities.  

2. Develop partnerships with organizations working in this 
space (TRCP, NWF, Conservation Hawks).   
A. Fund these organizations to do outreach in Washington 
B. Use existing messaging and WDFW delivers it
C. Form a coalition in Washington with sportsmen groups to 

lead this effort
D. Task our Public Affairs office with integrating climate change 

messages in our communications 
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Discussion and Comment 

• Thoughts on our existing program to respond 
to climate change?    

• Thoughts on how to reach out to hunters and 
anglers?  

• Should we also target climate communication 
to the general public?   
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Thank you!  
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http://www.conservationhawks.org/cold-waters-film

http://www.conservationhawks.org/cold-waters-film
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