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Coastal Commercial Fisheries Value
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Background

• Since 2015, there has been an increase in 
entanglements off the U.S. West Coast, 
including off Washington, with coastal 
commercial Dungeness crab gear and 
marine life protected under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) and/or the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)
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West Coast Entanglements

Source: 2020 NOAA Fisheries West Coast Whale Entanglement Summary
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Background
• To ensure compliance with the 

Endangered Species Act, WDFW has 
indicated our intent to apply for an 
incidental take permit (ITP) under 
Section 10 of the ESA

• A conservation plan (CP) is the required 
first step in the process

• While WDFW staff began drafting the CP 
in 2019, response to increased 
entanglements began immediately 
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WDFW Actions To-Date

2017

WA Whale Entanglement Working 
Group
Two West Coast entanglement 
workshops

2018

WDFW submits notice of intent to 
apply for ITP

2019

Jan: Commission briefing
WDFW sponsored industry workshops
May: Commission briefing
NMFS ITP/CP Workshop for West Coast 
managers
July: Emergency rule – reduced pot 
limit
Oct: Commission briefing

2020

Jan: Commission final rule making
CP first draft complete

2021

Feb: Commission CP update
Sep and Oct: Commission 
rulemaking
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For more info:

url: https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/commercial/crab/coastal/marine-entanglements
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2022 CP Timeline & Targets

Present

Complete 2nd CP draft
Internal Review

Summer

Release draft for public review 
and comment

Late Fall

Final Review and Director 
Approval

Winter

ITP Application
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Questions
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