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Duckabush Estuary Restoration 
Design Update
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Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP)

Partnership w/ 
USACE since 1999

Direct new Federal dollars 
to Puget Sound recovery

Identify problems 
AND opportunities 
along shorelines

Puget Sound’s shoreline is 
straighter, simpler, and 
more artificial

Restore habitat-
forming processes 

2016 Congressional 
Authorization to cost-share 
restoration actions ($452M)
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Locations of Federal (USACE) investment opportunity 
for nearshore aquatic ecosystem restoration 3



Duckabush Estuary Restoration
A federal - state partnership to 
share costs of estuary restoration 
in an area of national significance.

Opportunity to address estuary impairment that:
• disconnects river channels
• alters water and sediment movement
• inhibits natural habitat development
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Full page image

LIDAR Imagery (2019)
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Duckabush Unit
North Olympic Wildlife Area
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Current
Land Ownership

U.S. Highway 101

County Road

Project activities generally contained within black line. 
Subject to change.



Duckabush Restoration Preliminary Design

Duckabush Estuary, Hood Canal
Jefferson County, WA 8

Preliminary design. 
Subject to change.
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Duckabush Estuary Restoration: Project mid-point

MULTI-BENEFIT PROJECT

• Addresses limiting factor (estuary rearing habitat) for ESA-listed Hood Canal Summer Chum
• Improved water quality via run-off treatment (including 6-PPD)
• Reduced backwater flooding to local community
• Natural resilience to sea level rise
• Habitat connectivity/wildlife underpass & reduced vehicle/wildlife interactions
• Transportation resiliency (SLR/earthquake) & economic connectivity to Olympic Peninsula
• Improved telecommunications connectivity to underserved/rural community
• Mid-Hood Canal Chinook and SRKW benefits
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WE ARE HERE

Design Phase ~3 years Construction Phase ~4 years

DESIGN 
COMPLETION

2019 2023

SECURE 
CONSTRUCTION 

FUNDING

Duckabush Estuary Restoration Preliminary Project Schedule
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$48M

FUNDING SECURED

Secured (non-USACE)

Unsecured (non-USACE)

Unsecured (USACE)

Includes inflation cost projection as of 08/2022.

~$41M
~$30M

Numbers are approximations.

Duckabush Construction Phase Preliminary Cost Estimate
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$ Source
Secured 

Y/N Status/Notes
$25M WA Legislature 

(2022 Supplemental)
Y

$1M Federal “Community 
Project Funding”

Y Congressman Kilmer 
via HUD

$3M WSDOT Y Highway Program $

$19.2M Salmon Recovery 
Funding

Y

$41M WA Legislature (2023) N WDFW Request

$30M Army Corps Cost Share N $6M pending Energy & 
Water approps bill
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On-going 
coordination across 
multiple organizations
Project Website
3-D visualizations

Periodic Newsletter
Public Meetings
Print Media
Project Video

PROJECT COORDINATION
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Questions?
Theresa.Mitchell@dfw.wa.gov
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wdfw.wa.gov/duckabush
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