
 
 

 
ITEM # _5_ 

 
 

Item 5 : WAC Overhaul Technical Rule Changes, Round 3  –  
Rule Briefing & Public Hearing 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
                     Page 

 
Decision Page/”Green sheet” ..................................................................................  i-ii 
 
CR 102 ...................................................................................................................... 1-2 

 
Attachment “A” to CR 102 .........................................................................................  3-4 

 
WAC 220-16-330, General definitions—Dressed fish ................................................ 5 

 
Repealer, WAC 220-16-325, General definitions—Dressed fish 
          length measurement ........................................................................................ 5 

 
WAC 220-48-005, Puget Sound bottomfish—General provisions ............................. 6 

 
WAC 220-48-015, Beam trawl and otter trawl--Seasons ........................................... 7 
 
WAC 220-48-052, Bottomfish troll--Seasons ............................................................. 7 
 
WAC 220-48-061, Drag seines--Gear ........................................................................ 8 
 
WAC 220-48-071, Bottomfish pots—Gear and seasons............................................ 9 
 
New Section, WAC 220-48-072, Unlawful retention of live bottomfish ...................... 9 

 
Repealer, multiple chapter 220-48 WAC sections ..................................................... 9 
 
WAC 220-56-315, Crabs, shrimp, crawfish—Unlawful acts  .................................... 11 
 
New Section, WAC 220-56-317, Personal use shrimp  
          pot gear requirements .................................................................................... 12 
 
New Section, WAC 220-56-318, Personal use crab  
          pot gear requirements .................................................................................... 13 
 
WAC 220-56-320, Shellfish gear—Unlawful acts. ....................................................13 

 
WAC 220-52-019, Geoduck clams—Gear and unlawful acts .................................. 16 

 
WAC 220-52-01901, Geoduck licenses ................................................................... 17 



 
New Section, WAC 220-52-01902, Commercial geoduck harvest— 
          Requirements and unlawful acts. ....................................................................18 

 
New Section, WAC 220-52-01903, Commercial geoduck harvest— 
          Time and area restrictions ..............................................................................19 

 
New Section, WAC 220-52-005, Crab—General unlawful acts ............................... 20 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-036, Definition—Commercial 
          crab fishing .................................................................................................... 20 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-038, Commercial crab licenses .................................... 20 
 
WAC 220-52-040, Commercial crab fishery—Lawful and unlawful 
          gear, methods, and other unlawful acts ......................................................... 21 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-042, Commercial crab fishery—Buoy tag, 
         pot tag, and buoy requirements ...................................................................... 27 

 
WAC 220-52-043, Commercial crab fishery— Additional gear 
          and license use requirements ........................................................................ 29 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-044, Commercial crab fishery— 
          Coastal gear recovery permits ........................................................................31 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-045, Commercial crab fishery--Seasons  
          and areas--Coastal ........................................................................................ 31 
 
WAC 220-52-046, Crab fishery—Seasons and areas ............................................. 32 
 
New Section, WAC 220-52-047, Commercial crab gear—Possession 
         of another’s gear and tag tampering ............................................................... 36 

 
New Section, WAC 220-52-048, Commercial crab fishery—Gear limits 
          Puget Sound and Marine Fish-Shellfish and Catch  
          Reporting Areas ............................................................................................. 36 

 
New Section, WAC 220-52-049, Commercial crab fishery— 
          Gear limits--Coastal ........................................................................................37 

 
WAC 220-52-018, Clams--Gear .............................................................................. 40 
 
WAC 220-52-060, Crawfish fishery.......................................................................... 42 
 
WAC 220-56-330, Crab—Areas and seasons ......................................................... 49 
 
WAC 220-56-335, Crab—Unlawful acts .................................................................. 50 
 
WAC 220-56-365, Razor clams—Unlawful acts ...................................................... 51 



i 
 

“GREEN SHEET” 
 

  Meeting: 
 

October 5-6, 2012, Commission Meeting 

Agenda item: 
 

Briefing on Technical WAC amendments and repeal, Round 3  
(Structural changes and organizing shellfish and bottomfish 
rules) – Rule Briefing and Public Hearing 
 

Staff Contact: 
 

Mike Cenci, Deputy Chief, Enforcement Program 
 

Presenter(s): 
     

 

Joanna Eide, Administrative Regulations Analyst,  
Enforcement Program 
 
 

Background:   A WAC overhaul project is currently underway to update, reorganize, 
and streamline the department’s administrative code. The WAC overhaul project was 
presented to the Commission during the February 2012 meeting. Changes to rules for 
clarity, uniformity, adequacy, and accuracy, as well as the repeal of outdated and 
unnecessary rules, will be done as part of this project. This agenda item is to brief the 
Commission on the proposed third batch of technical rule changes associated with the 
WAC Overhaul project. The purpose of the proposal is to update, clarify, reorganize, 
and restructure numerous bottomfish, commercial shellfish, and recreational shellfish 
rules.  The repeal of some outdated rules is also part of this rule-making proposal. 
 
 
Policy issues:  The proposal is technical in nature and does not involve policy issues, 
except for one change to recreational razor clam provision making it an infraction, 
rather than a misdemeanor, to dig for a razor clam and not retain the razor clam as part 
of the daily limit. 
 
 
Public involvement process and outcome:  A public hearing will be held in 
conjunction with the Commission Briefing on this rule package. WDFW sent 
notifications of proposed rule changes to members of the public who expressed an 
interest in being notified when rule changes are proposed. 
 
 
Action requested:  None. 
 
 
Draft motion language:  N/A 
 
 
Justification for Commission Action:  These proposed rule changes are part of a 
larger effort to increase the efficiency, understandability, and effectiveness of WDFW’s 
administrative code. The changes will benefit both the public and department staff. 
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Communications Plan:  A CR-101 and a CR-102 form were filed for public notification 
and the proposed changes are on the department’s current rule making activity page of 
the department website. Interested parties received notification of proposed rule-
making. A public hearing will be held during the October Commission meeting. 
 
 
 

 Form updated 04/26/2010 - sdy 
 



 

 

PROPOSED RULE MAKING 
CR-102 (June 2012) 
 (Implements RCW 34.05.320) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 
Agency:  Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 12-09-049  ; or 

 Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR           ; or 

 Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4) or 34.05.330(1). 

 Original Notice 
 Supplemental Notice to WSR            

 Continuance of WSR            

Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)  The subject of this proposed rule-making is updating, 

reorganizing, clarifying, and streamlining multiple rules dealing with dressed fish definitions, bottomfish, personal use shellfish, and 

commercial shellfish. This rule making involves repealing outdated rules as well. Several rules from chapters 220-16 WAC, 220-48 

WAC, 220-52 WAC, and 220-56 WAC are involved in this rule making. See Attachment A. 

 

Hearing location(s):  

Natural Resources Building,  

First Floor, Room 172 

1111 Washington St. SE 

Olympia, WA 98504 

Submit written comments to: 

Name:      Joanna Eide 

Address: Enforcement Program 

                600 Capitol Way N., Olympia, WA 98501 

E-mail:  Joanna.Eide@dfw.wa.gov 

Fax:      (360)902-2155     by (date) September 19, 2012 

Date: October 5, 2012  Time: 8:30 a.m.  
Assistance for persons with disabilities:   Contact: 

Tami Lininger by September 19, 2012 

TTY (800) 833-6388  or (360) 902-2267 

 

Date of intended adoption:    On or after November 2,2012 

(Note:  This is NOT the effective date) 

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules: This proposed rule-making is to 

streamline, reorganize, and update rules in accordance with the WAC Overhaul Project currently underway.  The Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW’s) administrative code is in need of updating and consolidation. The agency’s RCWs 

were combined and updated after the department of fisheries and the department of wildlife consolidated, but a consolidation, 

clean-up, and streamlining of the administrative codes was never done. These changes are part of a larger effort to reorganize and 

update the agency’s administrative code. Anticipated effects are minimal; this project involves merely rewording, clarifying, and 

reorganizing rules already in existence. See attachment A for a list of rules amended, new rules proposed, and rules repealed as 

part of this proposal. 
 
 

Reasons supporting proposal:  WDFW needs these changes to increase efficiency, functionality, and clarity of the rules within 

WDFW’s Administrative Code. The changes promote increases in conservation and availability of resources. The proposal is part 

of WDFW’s WAC Overhaul Project to streamline, update, and reorganize WDFW’s Administrative Code. 

Statutory authority for adoption:  RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 

77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. 

Statute being implemented: RCW 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. 
 

Is rule necessary because of a: 

 Federal Law? 
 Federal Court Decision? 
 State Court Decision? 

If yes, CITATION: 
      

  Yes 
  Yes 
  Yes 

  No 
  No 
  No 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

DATE 

August 22, 2012 

NAME (type or print) 
Joanna Eide 

 
SIGNATURE 

 
 

 

 

TITLE 

Administrative Regulations Analyst 
 
 

 
(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE) 1



Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal 
matters: 
None. 
 

 

Name of proponent: (person or organization) Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 
 Private 
 Public 
 Governmental 

Name of agency personnel responsible for:   

 Name Office Location Phone 

Drafting................. Joanna Eide 1111 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98504 (360)  902-2403 

Implementation...... Deputy Chief Mike Cenci 1111 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98504 (360)  902-2938 

Enforcement.......... Chief Bruce Bjork 1111 Wasshington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98504 (360)  902-2373 

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW or has a school district 
fiscal impact statement been prepared under section 1, chapter 210, Laws of 2012? 

  
  Yes.  Attach copy of small business economic impact statement or school district fiscal impact statement. 
 
 A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:       

   Address:       

         

         

         

 phone  (    )                 

 fax        (    )                

 e-mail                               
 

  No.  Explain why no statement was prepared. 
 

This proposed rule-making will not affect small businesses. 

 

 

 

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328? 
 
  Yes     A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:       

   Address:       

         

         

         

 phone  (    )                 

 fax        (    )                

                  e-mail                              

 

  No: Please explain: These proposals do not involve hydraulics. 
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Attachment “A” to CR-102 

 

Bottomfish and Shellfish Updates 

 

 

The following rules are amended: 

WAC 220-16-330 General definitions--Dressed fish. 

WAC 220-48-005 Puget Sound bottomfish--General provisions. 

WAC 220-48-015 Beam trawl and otter trawl--Seasons. 

WAC 220-48-052 Bottomfish troll--Seasons. 

WAC 220-48-061 Drag seines--Gear. 

WAC 220-48-071 Bottomfish pots--Gear and seasons. 

WAC 220-52-018 Clams--Gear. 

WAC 220-52-019 Geoduck clams--Gear and unlawful acts. 

WAC 220-52-01901 Geoduck licenses. 

WAC 220-52-040 Commercial crab fishery--Lawful and unlawful gear, methods, and other  

unlawful acts. 

WAC 220-52-043 Commercial crab fishery--Additional gear and license use requirements. 

WAC 220-52-046 Crab fishery--Seasons and areas. 

WAC 220-52-060 Crawfish fishery. 

WAC 220-56-315 Crabs, shrimp, crawfish--Unlawful acts. 

WAC 220-56-320 Shellfish gear--Unlawful acts. 

WAC 220-56-330 Crab--Areas and seasons. 

WAC 220-56-335 Crab--Unlawful acts. 

WAC 220-56-365 Razor clams--Unlawful acts. 

 

The following are proposed new rules: 

 WAC 220-48-072 Unlawful retention of live bottomfish. 

 WAC 220-52-005 Crab--General unlawful acts. 

 WAC 220-52-01902 Commercial geoduck harvest--Requirements and unlawful acts. 

 WAC 220-52-01903 Commercial geoduck harvest--Time and area restrictions. 

 WAC 220-52-036 Definition--Commercial crab fishing. 

 WAC 220-52-038 Commercial crab licenses. 

 WAC 220-52-042 Commercial crab fishery--Buoy tag, pot tag, and buoy requirements. 

 WAC 220-52-044 Commercial crab fishery--Coastal gear recovery permits. 

 WAC 220-52-045 Commercial crab fishery--Seasons and areas--Coastal. 

 WAC 220-52-047 Commercial crab gear--Possession of another’s gear and tag tampering. 

 WAC 220-52-048 Commercial crab fishery--Gear limits--Puget Sound and Marine Fish- 

Shellfish Managements and Catch reporting Areas. 

 WAC 220-52-049 Commercial crab fishery--Gear limits--Coastal. 

 WAC 220-56-317 Personal use shrimp pot gear requirements. 

 WAC 220-56-318 Personal use crab pot gear requirements. 

  

 

The following rules are repealed: 

WAC 220-16-325 General definitions--Dressed fish length measurement. 

 WAC 220-48-001 Puget Sound bottomfish gear. 

 WAC 220-48-019 Roller trawl--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-025 Set net--Pacific cod--Gear. 

 WAC 220-48-026 Set net--Pacific cod--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-027 Set net--Pacific cod--Logbooks. 
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 WAC 220-48-029 Set net--Dogfish--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-032 Set line--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-041 Commercial jig--Gear. 

 WAC 220-48-042 Commercial jig--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-051 Bottomfish troll--Seasons. 

 WAC 220-48-062 Drag seines--Seasons. 
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