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Species/Stock Population 
Estimate

WA Population
Estimate

Harbor Seal – WA/OR Coast 
(2014)

16,165 10,430

Harbor Seal- Northern Inland 
Waters (2014)

11,036 11,036

Harbor Seals - Southern Puget 
Sound (2014)

1,568 1,568

Harbor Seals – Hood Canal 
(2014)

1,088 1,088

CA Sea Lions 300,000 788 (Inland waters)

ENP Steller Sea Lions 71,562 4,000











• To maintain species/stocks at their 
Optimum Sustainable Population (OSP) 
and be a significant functional element in 
the ecosystem.

• To restore depleted stocks to OSP.

• To reduce bycatch and serious injury of 
marine mammals incidental to 
commercial fisheries to insignificant 
levels approaching a zero mortality rate.



“There shall be a moratorium on the 
*taking*  and importation of marine 
mammals and  marine mammal
products…”

*Take* is defined as “harass, hunt, 
capture or kill, or attempt to harass, 
hunt, capture or kill any marine 
mammal.” 

Similar to language in the ESA.



• Apply for Waiver and Request Direct Take
• Request waiver of the Take Moratorium [Section 101(a)(3)]
• Rule-Making [Section 103]
• Take Permit [Section 104]

• Request Return of Management Authority to State
• Section 109

• Pinniped Removal Authority
• Section 120
• Intentional lethal taking of individually identifiable pinnipeds 

which are having a significant negative impact on the 
decline/recovery of salmonids



• The maximum number of animals, not 
including natural mortalities, that may be 
removed from a marine mammal stock while 
allowing that stock to reach or maintain its 
optimum sustainable population.

• Function of:
• Minimum population estimate
• One-half the maximum theoretical or estimated 

net productivity rate of the stock at a small 
population size.

• A recovery factor between 0.1 and 1.0



Species/Stock Population 
Estimate

Potential 
Biological Removal 
(PBR)

Harbor Seal – WA/OR 
Coast (2014)

16,165 N/A

Harbor Seal-
Northern Inland 
Waters (2014)

11,036 N/A

Harbor Seals -
Southern Puget 
Sound (2014)

1,568 N/A

Harbor Seals – Hood 
Canal (2014)

1,088 N/A

CA Sea Lions 300,000 9,200

Steller Sea Lions 71,562 2,498
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Section 120 Implementation—
2017 Data

Individuals Estimated
Predation 

Hazing 
Events

Lethal
Removals

CA
Sea

Lions
92

2,142 (1.9% 
of run) 683 24

Steller 
Sea

Lions
63

3,242 (2.8% 
of run) 1,852 N/A



Year CA Sea Lion Euthanized

2008 0

2009 11

2010 14

2011 0

2012 12

2013 2

2014 15

2015 30

2016 59

2017 24

2018 29

TOTAL 196

Section 120 Implementation



WDFW, IDFG, ODFW, CRITFC requested NMFS in March 
2018 to:
• Provide resources to expediently review ODFW’s 

Section 120 Application for Upper Willamette 
steelhead.

• Adopt Task Force Recommendations to improve 
efficiency of current permit.
• Modify requirement of seeing an individually 

identifiable sea lion eating a salmon and OR has 
been observed in the area for X days…

• Reduce observation days from 5 days to 3 days.
• Provide pass-through funding for implementation.



• H.R. 2083 – Congresswoman Herrera-Beutler (WA-R) & 
Congressman Schrader (OR-D)
• Passed out of the House on June 6, 2018 with unanimous 

support by the delegations from WA, OR, and ID.

• S. 3119 – Senator Risch (ID-R) & Senator Cantwell (WA-D)
• Passed out of the Commerce, Science and Transportation 

Senate Committee on August 1, 2018



• Modifies Section 120
• Sea lion species
• Geography:  RM 112 (I-205 Bridge) and 

tributaries w/ ESA-listed salmon
• Eligible entities
• Removal levels



• Habitat
• Hydropower
• Hatcheries
• Harvest

• Pinniped
• Avian
• Fish



•Estuary habitat and food in the nearshore

•Contaminants and parasites

•Climate Change

•Forage fish abundance in Puget Sound—acting 
as buffer prey

•Predation



Anchovies Buffering Predation on Steelhead?

Moore, Duguid – NOAA, U. of Victoria










