
Information is subject to changes and amendments over time. January 11-12, 2019  WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation1Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.

Pronghorn antelope in Washington:
History, status, future options 

Dr. Richard B. Harris
Section Manager, Game Division
Wildlife Program
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Most sources suggest historic range barely included Washington
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Figure 1. Map of eastern Washington 

State showing townships sampled (open 

squares) and townships where pronghorn 

remains have been identified (black 
squares).

Northwest Science, Vol. 81, No. 2, 2007

The Holocene History of Pronghorn (Antilocapra americana) 
in Eastern Washington State

R. Lee Lyman
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(from Lyman 2007)

“Pronghorns were rare in eastern Washington in the nineteenth century, 

and likely had become locally extirpated by the beginning of the 

twentieth century…because (1) the route followed by immigrants was 

closed…and (2) eastern Washington was marginal habitat for pronghorn 

over the past 10,000 years or more, so it didn’t take much human 

predation to deplete local herds.

Why previous efforts to transplant pronghorn to the state failed and how 

the probability of successful transplants in the future can be increased is 

unclear…. I suspect the reasons include a naturally marginal habitat 

which agriculture-related land use practices have now rendered 

uninhabitable for pronghorn…” 
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} 38 -> 100, then to 0

Present-day YTC

- 10 -> 80, then to 0

Three department-conducted reintroductions:

Both 1968 efforts 
ultimately failed
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Left: field evaluations; 
Right:  GIS model results.
Note lack of concordance
in ranking among the two…

A point score of 9.1 and above is considered excellent, 7.1 to 9.0 good, 4.1 to

7.0 fair and 0 to 4.0 poor.

The score values for each variable were normalized to range from 0 to 10.

McCarthy, Clinton and Jim Yoakum. 1984. An interagency approach to evaluating 

pronghorn transplant sites in Mono County, California. Proceedings of the Eleventh 

Pronghorn Antelope Workshop. Corpus Christi, TX. pp134-143.

(From Tsukamoto 2006)
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Two Joint YN-WDFW aerial surveys

Late February 2015: ~ 132 pronghorns, about half 
on Reservation, half off

Mid-March 2017: ~ 121 pronghorns (survey 
conditions more likely to produce negative bias than 
in 2016)

3rd joint survey funded,
Tentatively planned for
Jan 25, 2019
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2nd translocation to Yakama Nation Reservation
Also supported by local Safari Club International chapters
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Yakama Nation November 2017

From  YN
Progress report
Jan. 2018  (D.
Blodgett III)
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Map courtesy of D. Blodgett, III; Yakama Nation
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Map courtesy of D. Blodgett, III; Yakama Nation
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Winter 2018-19

Minimum count: 99

Minimum count: 43

Map and data: S. 
Rushing, CCT
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WDFW efforts to date

Photograph:
Ivar Husa
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WDFW database – incidental observations
• Documenting pronghorn locations
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Working to enhance landowner 
acceptance
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Existing WDFW plans regarding pronghorns

• The statewide goals for pronghorns are: 

• 1. As time and funding permits, monitor existing 

fragmentary pronghorn populations to anticipate 

the point at which more active management may 

be necessary. 

• 2. As time and funding permits, work with 

private land-owners to ensure that conflicts with 

agriculture are minimal. 

• 3. As time and funding permits, work with 

interested private parties to investigate the 

biological, social, and economic feasibility of 

landowner-driven pronghorn reintroductions. 
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From WDFW Big Game Pamphlet
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Disgruntled land-owner
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Planning for the future

• Preliminary management plans for both Upper 
Columbia Basin and Lower Columbia Basin 
pronghorn groups

• Work closely with Tribes to develop complementary 
plans and strategies

• Public meetings to gather input and suggestions
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Issue Statement 

Pronghorn recovery in Washington would be hastened by a 

successful reintroduction onto lands that are both biologically and 

socially suitable. However, reintroduction is expensive and will only 

succeed where supported by local communities. 

Objective 86: 

As time and funding permits, work with private parties prepared to 

take the lead in reintroducing pronghorns to investigate the 

biological, social, and economic feasibility of specific proposals. 

Strategies: 

a. Coordinate necessary biological feasibility studies. 

b. Coordinate necessary (SEPA or NEPA) public processes. 

c. If both biological feasibility and public processes indicate that 

pronghorn reintroduction is suitable and funding sources are 

identified, develop site-specific plans. 
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Questions?


